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Introduction 
The purpose of this paper is to make more widely known 
the courageous devotion and achievements of Jean-Baptiste de 
la Salle, a French priest of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries who was completely dedicated to the religious and 
academic enlightenment of poor boys. The paper will reveal 
how greatly neglected was the education of the poor during 
the supposedly civilized age of Louis XIV. Several persons 
in addition to la Salle had devoted their lives to the estab-
lishment of charity schools, but had encountered opposition 
which they simply could not surmount. La Salle, whose educa-
tional accomplishments are not sufficiently recognized or 
praised, was the first Frenchman in his field whose schools 
lived and even increased after his death. Some of la Salle's 
institutions, such as the normal school and the reformatories, 
became humane legacies for the benefit of all countries. Cer-
tain of his practises, such as the simultaneous method of 
teaching, have been universally adopted in schools. This 
great educator and saint, who created an outstanding reli-
gious order of teachers, came almost too early to his country-
men, who were slow to realize the progressive revolution which 
he was effecting in education. The social implications and 
importance of la Salle's work should receive much more recog-
nition in histories of the cultural evolution of humanity. 
i 
I therefore take pleasure in presenting the life and accomplish-
ments of la Salle, one of the most inspired of humanitarians. 
The methods used in preparing this thesis were research on 
available materials, and an interview with a member of la Salle's 
teaching order. 
The writer is most grateful to Sister Dorothea of Emmanuel 
College, Boston, for her kindness in allowing the writer to use 
the facilities of the Emmanuel library. Thanks are also due to 
Brother Charles Henry of the New York Provincialate of the Bro-
thers of the Christian Schools for his suggestions on the Insti-
tute's New England schools which mi~ht be visited. Deepest ap-
preciation is herein expressed to Brother c. Vincent of La Salle 
Academy, Providence, Rhode Island, for allowing this writer the 
use of the Reverend Brother Angelus Gabriel's book and several 
pamphlets on the Christian Brothers. Particularly helpful was 
Brother Ambrose Michael, principal of Saint Mary's High School 
in Waltham, Massachusetts. He set aside a generous portion of 
time from a demanding schedule in order to grant this writer 
an interview on the Institute as it is today. 
The writer would finally like to express her gratitude to 
her First Reader, Professor Solomon Lipp, and her Second Reader, 
Professor Franklin c. Roberts, without whose understanding co-
operation this thesis could never have been written. 
ii 
CHAPTER I 
THE YEARS OF PREPARATION 
1651-1679 
1. Historical, Social, and Cultural Milieu of la Salle 
Historical milie~.--Saint Jean-Baptiste de la Salle was 
born at an auspicious moment in the history of education. Only 
two years before his birth, Adrien Bourdoise, who had worked 
with Saint Vincent de Paul, in 1649 had formed a prayer group, 
the Association of Prayer, at Liancourt, of~ergy driven from 
Paris by the civil war.l Its purpose was to ask God for Christ-
2 ian teachers for the poor. 
La Salle's career, which spanned the years 1679-1719, 
closely followed that of Louis XIV, which encompassed the per-
iod 1661-1715. 3 Thirteen years before his reign, in 1648, the 
Fronde had broken out and lasted for several years. 4 It was 
directed against Cardinal Mazarin, ruling in place of the child 
Louis XIV, and is considered as "the last gasp of feudalism," 
1. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, The Christian Brothers, Kegan Paul, 
Trench & Co., London, 1884, p. 62. 
2. ~., P• 62. 
3. Brother Leo, The Story of St. John Baptist de la Salle, 
P. J. Kenedy & Sons, New Yo•k, 1921, p. 10. 
4. R. R. Palmer, A History of the Modern World, Alfred A. 
Knopf, New York, 1950, P• 160. 
1 
after which the king consolidated his power and ruled as abso-
lute monarch.l The war even invaded Champagne, the province 
of la Salle, but had been inactive there during the first few 
2 30, 1651. months of 1651 and when la Salle was born, April 
' The seventeenth century of Louis XIV was 11 le grand Siecle" 
of France, France's greatest period of influence and brilliance. 3 
Politically and culturally she was predominant in Europe. 4 The 
ruling classes of Europe 
and habits, 5 and admired 
adopted the French language, 
6 the French court greatly. 
ideas, 
Social milieu.--The age of Louis XIV was par excellence 
the age of class distinction and aristocracy. 7 The upper aris-
tocratic classes lived a wealthy, leisurely existence; the mid-
dle classes worked for a living but had a comfortable one; the 
lower classes, peasants and laborers, were allotted the hard 
trades and endured a rough, miserable life. 8 It was the latter 
who had to suffer in times of famine,9 The strength and influ-
ence of religion gave them hope for at least a better afterlife, 10 
The general class divisions consisted of the aristocratic 
1, 
2. 
4. 
5, 
6. 
7. 
a. 
9. 
10. 
R. R, Palmer, op. cit., P• 161, 
Martin Dempsey, John Baptist de la Salle, The Bruce Publish-
ing Company, Milwaukee, 1940, P• 3, 
Edward A, Fitzpatrick, La Salle. Patron of_jbll Teachers, The 
Bruce Publishing Company, Milwaukee, 1951, p, 64 • 
.I!!!,g., p. 64. 
Martin Dempsey, .2ll..• cit,, p, 6, 
Edward A, Fitzpatrick, op. cit,, p, 227, 
Brother Leo, op. cit,, P• 10. 
Armand Rave let, =.L~:=e~Bl.Oi!o:!e~h~e~~~'-".:!~~:.!l,l;~~~"-'d~elr-..=l.!!a~S~ar.~l""lo.2.e , (Cinqui~me Edition Corrig Dumoulin et 
Cie, Paris, 1889, P• 14 • 
..!lU&•, P• 14, 
Ibid,, P• 15, 
2 
nobility, the upper clergy, a new and growing bourgeoisie, and 
the maltreated poor.1 Chapter II will reveal how the educa-
tion of the poor was managed. The lower classes had their own 
tastes and literature, 2 and were considered not with sympathy 
but as objects of charity. 3 
The upper clergy were among the aristocracy and often lived 
at the court. Very wealthy, they owned one-fifth of the land in 
France. The king appointed almost all of them, and since they 
were nobles, there was no intimacy with the parish priests.4 
This period, too, witnessed the beginning and growth of 
the bourgeoisie. It was the time of expanded use of money, and 
this new class set out to acquire a great quantity of land and 
money. 
Religion was active through many movements. Although Bro-
ther Leo states that France was almost completely Catholic 
except for some Protestants in southeastern France, 6 the Pro-
testants exercised an influence in agriculture, industry, and 
the more popular arts. 7 Catholicism expressed its power in 
numerous forms. The century was filled with noble, unselfish 
workers for the poor, such as Saint Vincent de Paul and jean-
jacques Olier, who also founded the seminary of Saint-Sulpice 
1. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, Sll1• git., P• 201. 
2. Ibid., P• 204. 
3. Ibid., p. 205. 
4. 
.!RM•I P• 205 • 
5. Ibid. 1 p. 206. 
6. Brother Leo 1 O];ll s;it., P• 16. 
7. Martin Dempsey, Sll;!• scit., p. 5. 
3 
1 in 1649. Jesuits were famed as teachers and spiritual direc-
2 tors. Controversial movements arose within the Catholic 
Church, such as Jansenism, with its headquarters at Port-Royal, 
and quietism, the mystical direct approach to God, which so 
, 3 
influenced Fenelon in the 1690s. Gallicanism, struggling for 
French ecclesiastical authority over that of the Pope, attracted 
the despotic "Sun King,n who also asserted his power as superior 
4 
to that of Rome. 
In various ways an age of glory, it was in just as many 
ways an age of decadence. Louis XIV craved luxury and the ser-
vice of obsequious courtiers.5 To pay for his extravagance, 
the lower classes were taxed unmercifully and dishonestly. 6 
His greed for conquest cost France many lives and tragic wars.7 
Determined that there should be no heretics in his country, 
Louis revoked the Edict of Nantes in 1685 and caused the loss 
to France of talented business people through the exodus of 
many capable Huguenots. 8 The France of Louis XIV had to pay 
too dearly to satisfy its power-hungry master. 
QYlty~jl milieu.--The seventeenth century continued the 
Renaissance influence of the sixteenth but carried it to a more 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 5. 
Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. ~it., P• 202. 
Joseph Laffan Morse (Editor 1 "Guyon," Volume 17 1 p. 6204 1 
The New Funk and Wagnjll's Encyclopedia, Unicorn Publishers, 
Inc., New York, 1950. 
0 Gallicanism1 " Volume 151 Funk and Wagnall 1 s Encyclopedia, 
op. cit., p. 5478. 
R. R. Palmer, op. cit., P• 162. 
~., P• 166. 
Andre Lev~que, Histoire de la civilisation frai8aise (Revised 
Edition), Henry Holt and Company, New Yokk, 19 , p. 202. 
R. ~. Palmer, op. cit., p. 168. 
4 
refined and better organized, sometimes even artificial expres-
sion. Among the earlier painters were Poussin, so dedicated to 
Renaissance classicism, and Le Lorrain, the great landscapist.l 
Notable, even if they had achieved nothing else, were the de-
signers of Versailles, the architects, Le Vau and Mansart, the 
gardener Le N~tre, and the painter, Le Brun. Lulli1 although 
of Italian birth, lived most of his life in France. Cnnsidered 
the father of French opera, he wrote dance divertissements for 
the king, who loved to participate in lavish ballets. 2 
Certainly the profusion and brilliance of seventeenth cen-
tury literature are famous. It was the "Golden Age" of French 
authors. This one century produced the trio of playwrights 
Corneille 1 Moliere, and Racine. The great pulpit orator Bossuet 
is remembered for his panoramic funeral orations of royalty. 
The rationalist and mathematician Descartes had early produced 
his Discourse on Method (1637). 3 
Interest in literary style prompted gatherings in salons 
for discussion and polishing of literary creations. 4 La Roche-
foucauld 1 whose chiselled and often puzzling ~ were pub-
lished in 1665 1 is a product of this rather affected society. 
Cardinal Richelieu in 1634 had founded the French Academy, 
membership in which is now an extreme honor, for the improvement 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
s. 
Andr~ L~vGque, OR• cit., PP• 189-190. 
~., PP• 248-252. 
G. Lanson and P. Tuffrau, Manuel d'Histoire qe la Litt$ra-
ture frangaise, Librairie Hachette, Paris, 1949 1 P• 788. 
Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., P• 204. 
G. Lanson and P. Tuffrau, op. cit., p. 789. 
5 
and propagation of French letters.1 
Other literary highlights coincident with the lives of 
the king and la Salle were the F~bles of La Fontaine (1668), 
unclassical in language and subject, and occasionally politi-
cally bold; the revealing letters of Madame de Sevigne and later 
of Madame de Maintenon; Thought~ (1670) of Pascal, apologist for 
Christianity and genius in several fields 0 The Poetic Art (1674), 
among the other works of Boileau, defender of the classic writers; 
' the Princess of Cleves (1678), a purely psychological and highly 
moralistic love story, by Madame de Lafayette; Fontenelle•s 
Plurality of Worlds (1686); the courageous Caract~res (1687) of 
La Bruy~re; the classically framed advice to the Dauphin in 
F~nelon•s Telemachus (1699). An important influence on the 
eighteenth century rationalists was Pierre Bayle, in his Die-
tionnaire (1697), 
duced the Gil Blas 
The close of Louis XIV•s reigh 1 1715 1 pro-
2 
of Lesage, 
The entire seventeenth century and the final years of the 
"ancien regime" form one of the most brilliant and also inglo-
rious periods of French history, Saint Jean-Baptiste was among 
those who added to its brilliance, 
2, Family Origin and Youth of la Salle 
Family origin,--Jean-Baptiste de la Salle was born of a 
noble family3 at Reims, capital of Champagne, 4 on April 30 1 1651. 5 
1, Edward A, Fitzpatrick, op. ci~, P• 204, 
2, G, Lanson and P, Tuffrau, op. cit., PP• 788-790, 
3, Brother Leo, op. cit,, P• 12. 
4, Camion, ~he True Friend of Youth, (Last French Edition), 
Brother Noah, Translator, P, O'Shea, Publisher, New York, 
1870, p. 11. 
5. Brother Leo, op. cit,, P• 20, 
0 
According to his family history, the first ancestor was the 
Catalan hero, Johan Salla, who directed the armies of the king 
of Oviedo, Alphonse the Chaste. He died in 8181 fighting at 
his king's side.1 Half of the family coat of arms 1 the three 
broken chevrons, honors the hero's death. 2 It was given to 
the family bythe king in commemoration of the courageous sol-
dier's action. 3 Other fighters in the family aided the French 
kings Charles VIII and Louis XII, in expeditions into Brittany 
and Naples, 1477-1495. 4 
The la Salles were considered French aristocracy from 
5 1300 and had many distinguished ancestors as statesmen, mer-
chants, and military.men. 6 They came to Bearn after the First 
Crusade, 7 and some left for Champagne in the fourteenth century, 
settling in Reims.s 
The infant Jean-Baptiste was born, then, of an illustri-
ous family on April 30 1 1651. His father was counsellor of the 
king in the Presidial Court at Reims. 9 The future saint was 
the eldest of ten children,10 of whom three died early, and 
four entered the service of the Church.11 
1. J. Guibert1 Histoire de Saint Jean-Baptiste de la Salle, 
Librairie Cho Poussielgue, Paris, 1900 1 p. XXI. 
2. .!hi!l•, P• XXI. 
3. Camion, op. cit., P• 11. 
4o ~•1 Po llo 
5. Brother Leo, op. cit., p. 19. 
6o IbigoJ Po 20o 
7. Jo Guibert, op. cit., P• XXI. 
s. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., Po 7. 
9. Father Garreau, The Life gf the Ven. Jean-Baptiste de 1a 
Salle, Christian Brothers, Translators. Wm. Powell, Dublin, 
1843, p. 27. 
10. Brother Leo, op. cit., P• 20. 
llo Jo Guibert 1 op. cit., P• XXXVIII. 
7 
Childhood,--Aa a child Jean-Baptiste was serious and devout, 
not liking to play with other children. 1 He preferred to build 
altars and pretended to be a priest. 2 Refusing to take music 
lessons, he liked only the chants of the Church and enjoyed be-
3 
ing in the choir. 
Education,--La Salle's first teachers were his parents, his 
mother teaching him how to read. Before entering school he re-
ceived his education from a tutor. 4 There were many elementary 
schools at Reims, attended well by wealthy and poor,. proof being 
that half of the young men of Reims could write. This was evi-
denced by the fact that they were able to sign the marriage pa-
S pars. Nicolas Roland, important influence on la Salle 1 s ca-
reer, attended an elementary school of Reims. 6 
College of Good Children.--La Salle's father, however, 
chose the College of Good Children, part of the University of 
Reims, as the school for his son. 7 La Salle at home had already 
studied the French alphabet, some Latin, Greek,and basic ele-
f . h . a ments o ar1t met1c. Yet from the time he entered the College, 
in 1660 1 until he left, 1669, 9 he could use only Latin.
10 Latin 
was the language of educated people, used in the Church, diplo-
macy, the arts, and science. French literature had hardly begun 
1. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., P• 15. 
2. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. a. 
3, Armand Ravelet, op. cit., P• 15, 
4, Martin Dempsey, op. cit., P• a. 
s. J, Guibert, op. cit., p. s. 
6. Ibid., p. 5, 
7. w. J, Battersby, De la Salle. a Pioneer of Modern Education, 
Longmans, Green and Co., London, 1949, p. 14. 
a. J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 11. 
9. Edward A, Fitzpatrick, op. cit,, P• 66. 
10. w. J, Battersby, op. cit., P• 15. 
11. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., P• 9, 
a 
" 
to produce its own works, and most of the classic works of that 
century were yet to appear. 1 Even Descartes had had to trans-
late his Discourse on Method from French to Latin so as to be 
2 
read by the educated people of his day. 
fort-Royal Schools.--While la Salle was attending his Col-
lege, the schools of Port-Royal included the study of French, 
history, geography, and science, elsewhere neglected. 3 The 
Latin books used there were also written in French, not as in 
most other schools, wnose pupils had to study Latin by means 
of the disgraceful grammar of Despauteras. 4 This wretched book, 
later condemned by la Salle as •gibberish 1 °5 probably influenced 
him1 to turn his future students to the study of French. 6 
Studies of la Salle.--For nine years, then, la Salle at-
tended classes in a religious atmosphere, in black robe and hat, 
and rarely saw his parents during the terms. 7 Class hours were 
from seven until ten and two-thirty until five-thirty, inter-
rupted by afternoon Mass. 8 La Salle studied the prevalent hu-
manistic program of the time, consisting of Latin and Greek, 
with special emphasis on Latin grammar, syntax, and rhetoric, 
and two years of philosophy. 9 Aristotle was still the final 
authority on knowledge, and even in the study of physics students 
were not allowed to experiment but only to rely on the words of 
1. w. J. Battersby, fionee[, Slll• scit., P• 16. 
2. J. Guibert, !i!ll• scit., p. 15. 
3. w. J. Battersby, SU!a sit., P• 19. 
4. J. Guibert, SUh g!t., p. 12. 
5. Martin Dempsey, Oi!l s;i t.' p. 10. 
6. J. Guibert, sut. sci,., p. 13. 
7. w. J. Battersby, SUl• scit., P• 15. 
a. Ibig 1 , P• 15. 
9. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, o;g. cit., P• 66. 
9 
the great master. 1 La Salle persevered, however, and received 
his Master of Arts in july, 1669. 2 
~a Salle tonsured. 1662.--As previously stated, la Salle 
had been a serious, devoit boy. It was really no surprise, 
3 therefore, when he was tonsured in March, 1662. It was the 
custom of the period for children to be tonsured if they re-
vealed the inclination to become ecclesiastics. 4 The ceremony, 
not binding for life, 5 created elegibility for benefices, to 
aid the boy's family later in paying for his training for the 
. h 6 pr~est ood. These, however, the la Salle family nobly refused, 
not being in need of them. 7 The boy's father, although aware 
of the probable disruption of the family organization, did not 
oppose la Salle's wishes. 8 It vas ordinarily the custom for 
the eldest son to continue the father's career and management 
of the family, while the other sons prepared for service in 
the army, Church, or other professions. 9 Fortunately, the boy 
was allowed to follow his own wishes. 
La Salle a canon. 1667.--With special concessions to com-
bine studies with church duties,10 la Salle became a canon of 
1. J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 16. 
2. w. J, Battersby, op, cit., P• 17. 
3. Jean-Baptiste de la Salle, The Conduct of Schools of Jean-
Baptiste de la Salle, Translation and Introduction by F. 
de la Fontainerie, McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., New York, 
1935, p. 2. 
4. W, j. Battersby, op. cit., p. 20. 
s. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 19, 
6. w. j, Battersby, op. cit., p. 20. 
7. j. Guibert, op. cit., P• 19. 
8. Ibid., P• 17. 
9. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 10. 
10. w. j. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p, 21. 
10 
1 the Cathedral Chapter of Reims on january 71 1667. Naturally 
it was an unusual honor to become canon at such an early age, 2 
and especially to be canon in such a distinguished Chapter, 
which possessed so many men of high position in the Church. 3 
It had been throughthe action of his uncle that la Salle had 
obtained the position. 4 Pierre Dozet, his uncle, was chancel-
lor at the University of Reims, former vicar general, arch-
deacon of Champagne, and canon of the cathedral for fifty-
three years. 5 Realizing that he would soon have to be sue-
ceeded by another, he chose his nephew, whose piety and scho-
lastic brilliance he had observed. He then died the following 
year, 1668. 6 
Postgraduate work.--In March, 1668 0 the year before obtain-
ing his degree, la Salle received the four minor orders of the 
Church. 7 Immediately after his graduation he began to study 
theology, in preparation for the priesthood, following courses 
at the School of Theology of the University of Reims and at the 
Abbey of Saint Denis. 8 For this study he received' certificates 
in 1670. 9 
1. Georges Rigault, Saint Jean-Baptiate de la Salle, Imprimerie 
Ch. Hlrissey, Paris, 1925 1 P• 6. 
2. Brother Leo, op. cit., p. 30. 
3. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., P• 16. 
4. Father Garreau, op. cit., P• 28. 
5, Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 19. 
6. ~., PP• 19 and 20. 
7. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 11. 
8. w. j. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit,, P• 21. 
9. j, Guibert, op. cit,, P• 22, 
11 
3. La Salle's studies at Saint-Sulpice 
Enrollment.--La Salle's father wished him to continue 
his studies 
Seminary of 
2 
priests. 
at Paris, as he did, and selected for him the 
Saint-Sulpice,1 created for the training of 
3 
He entered in October, 1670, and was to remain 
there for one and one-half years, until April, 1672. 4 
Associates at Saint-Sulpice.--The Seminary was directed 
and attended by a number of influential men. Its Superior was 
Alexandre de Bretonvilliers, the then wealthiest ecclesiastic 
of France, who several times lent large sums of money to the 
financial minister Colbert. 5 Two of the directors were La 
Barmondiere and Baudrand, both later curates of the parish of 
Saint-Sulpice, who were to ask la Salle for help with their 
6 
schools. 
I Among the student's classmates were Fenelon, future au-
thor and Archbishop of Cambrai; 7 des Hayes, later curate at 
Rouen, who had the Christian Brothers come to Darnetal in 
, ~ 
1702; de Meretz, later Canon of Nimes, who called the Brothers 
to Alais; 8 des Marais, future Bishop of Chartres, who needed 
9 the Brothers there. 
1. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., P• 22. 
2. Brother Leo, op. cit., P• 30. 
3. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., P• 22. 
4. ~., P• 28. 
5, j. Guibert, op. cit., p. 25. 
6. ~., p. 27. 
7. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 16. 
8. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., P• 25. 
9. j. Guibert, op. cit., P• 27. 
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Seminary studies.--While at the Seminary, la Salle studied 
there as well as at the Sorbonne and at the School of Theology in 
the University of Paris. He had intended to spend six years in 
Paris, in preparation for the doctorate in theology at the Sor-
bonne.1 Unfortunate events, however, were to place him elsewhere. 
Initiation into elementary school activities.--La Salle 
joined a group of the seminarians who belonged tothe Associa-
tion of Prayer, organized by Bourdoise in 1649 1 to pray for 
Christian teachers for France. 2 
The parish schools of Olier.--jean Olier,the founder of 
Saint-Sulpice Seminary, had established seven charity schools 
in the parish of Saint-Sulpice, recruiting teachers from among 
3 the seminary students. The children had to be at least seven 
years of age and certified as poor. They attended school for 
two years and then were helped to enter good apprenticeships. 
The schools often settled truant problems by expelling the 
guilty pupils. Absentees were visited in their homes. 4 
On Sundays and holidays the children were taught in the 
church and in different sections of the parish. 5 La Salle, 
like other seminary students, probably walked through the 
streets ringing a bell, summoning the pupils for Catechism, 
visiting the schools, giving the sermon, and helping pupils 
. 6 dur1ng retreats. 
1. w. j. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 26. 
2. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 67. 
3. w. j. Battersby, op. cit., PP• 22 and 23. 
4. ~., p. 23. 
s. J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 14. 
6o ~., Po 34o 
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He visited Olier's school on Princess Street,1 the school 
at which he would teach eighteen years hence.2 Thirty-six 
years later it was the only one left of the group established 
3 
by Olier. La Salle saved it from extinction by sending much-
needed teachers. 4 
Olier and Marie Rousseau founded "The House of Instructionn 
5 for girls already educated by the charity schools. Here they 
received apprentice training. The school was considered good 
enough to receive legal recognition through Letters Patent but 
. 1 "1 1 . 6 ex1sted on y unt1 the Revo ut1on. La Salle had now a good 
acquaintance with the elementary school system of his day. Two 
tragic events were to occur which would involve him even more 
deeply with education of the young. 
Death of both parents.--La Salle was saddened first by 
the death of his mother, in July, 1671, and then of his father, 
in April, 1672. 7 These tragedies necessitated his return to 
Reims,to become the legal guardian of his six brothers and sis-
ters and to manage family matters. 8 He established the sche-
duled way of life acquired at the Seminary in order to regulate 
life at home. 9 Money that he was able to save he gave to the 
1. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., P• 13. 
2. .!ill•, P• 14. 
3. w. j. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 24. 
4. .!ill•, P• 24. 
5. .!ill., p. 25. 
6. .!lli•J P• 25. 
7. The Conduct of Schools, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
op. cit., P• 4. 
8. Brother Leo, op. cit., P• 33. 
9. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., P• 30. 
14 
poor# whom he also aided by such deeds as visiting and comfort-
ing the ill,1 The guardianship was to last for six years# dur-
ing which la Salle continued his studies at the School of The-
ology at the University of Reims and took seminary courses at 
Saint Patrick•s, 2 He was able to receive the deaconate in 
March# 1676, 3 and was ordained priest in April, 1678,4 
Canon Roland,--Yet shortly after having assumed the role 
of guardian, la Salle began to doubt that he was fit for the 
priesthood, 5 Not yet bound to the Church, he asked guidance 
from Nicolas Roland# a Canon of Reims, Roland was to be the 
motivating force behind the evolution of la Salle's life work, 
He advised la Salle to continue his preparations for an eccle-
siastical career, 6 When, on the advice of Roland# la Salle 
tried to exchange the office of canon for the more active role 
of a parish priest, his archbishop# Le Tellier, would not allow 
it, 7 The Archbishop considered him too inexperienced to have 
that much responsibility and still too involved with his family's 
welfare,8 
Roland had also been born at Reims, of a good family, 9 
and was only nine years older than la Salle,10 He had opened 
1, Fakher Garreau, op. cit,, P• 31, 
2, W. J, Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit,, p. 27, 
3, J, Guibert, op. cit,, p, 31, 
4, Edward A, Fitzpatrick, op. cit,, p, 68, 
5, Mrs. R, F, Wilson, op. cit,, P• 18, 
6, ~., p. 20, 
7. Armand Ravelet, op. cit,, p. 31, 
8, ~., P• 31, 
9, .I!U..Ile 1 Pe 28, 
10. Edward A, Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p, 73, 
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his house as a seminary to a group of young men preparing for 
the priesthood. 1 
Roland's preparation for york in eduQation.--Since Ro-
land's student days at Saint-Sulpice and educational exper-
iences similar to la Salle's, he had been interested in the 
teaching of poor children. 2 At Paris he had seen the charity 
schools of Bourdoise, Olier, and Saint Vincent de Paul, and 
had read D~ia's book, Remonstrances. 3 Having been to Rouen 
4 
in 1667 and 1670 1 he had investigated and admired the work 
of Father Barre. 5 Barre in turn had been inspired by Demia, 
who had worked in education in Lyon. 6 In 1667 Roland had met 
Barre and Madame Maillefer, so helpful in the cause of schools. 7 
Barre had founded a school for poor girls at Sotteville 8 and 
several other poor schools at Rouen and Paris, even bringing 
nuns from Rouen to establish a system at Paris. 9 
For boys he formed a group, the Brothers of the Holy 
Child jesus. 10 Yet his work was not too successful. 
Roland's schools.--After visiting Rouen, however, Roland 
1. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 28. 
2. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 15. 
3. j. Guibert, op. ~., P• 43. 
4. w. j. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 29. 
s. j. Guibert, op. cit., p. 43. 
6. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., P• 73. 
7. j. Guibert, op. cit., P• 39. 
s. lRiS•• P• 43. 
9. w. j. Battersby, op. cit., p. 38. 
10. ~., P• 38. 
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was determined to further the work in education. 1 At Reims was 
a badly managed orphanage of thirty neglected girls, for which 
the city did not wish to be responsible, and gladly entrusted 
it to Roland. 2 With his own money he improved conditions, dis-
missing indifferent or unqualified workers. He then asked 
Barr~ to send him several sisters of the Daughters of Provi-
dence. Barr~ complied, and sent the Superior of the Community 
with two other teachers. Roland put them in charge of the 
orphanage, acquiring in the process the aid of several girls 
. 3 
of the c~ty. These sisters were actually not nuns but a com-
munity of teachers. 4 This work had been begun in 1670 1 when 
5 la Salle was preparing for Saint-Sulpice. Following in Barr~•s 
footsteps, Roland received permission to use the orphanage as 
classrooms for the free education of all girls in Reims. 6 The 
rapidly enlarged classes resulted in an increase in the number 
of teachers, who were organised into a society of teaching 
sisters, the Sisters of the Holy Child Jesus. 7 Roland rented 
8 
rooms in various sections of Reims in which the Sisters taught. 
Eventually there were established the orphanage and four poor 
schools for girls, one in each quarter of the city, with a 
total student body of approximately one thousand. 9 The ambitious 
1. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 31. 
2. Ibid., P• 32. 
3. Ibid., P• 32. 
4. w. J• Battersby, op. cit., p. 29. 
5. Ibid., p. 29. 
6. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 17. 
7. Brother Leo, op. cit., P• 37. 
8. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., P• 33. 
9. w. J. Battersby, Pioneer. op. cit., p. 29. 
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Roland also prepared teachers for rural positions. The orphan-
age, however, remained the hub of the organization, 1 The founder 
constantly attempted to better teaching methods, travelling to 
2 
wherever he might study successful systems. 
In spite of Roland's accomplishments he met with no en-
couragement from the city, The paid schoolmasters were jea-
lous, the townspeople indifferent, and the Church gave him no 
3 
support. In 1677 he visited Paris to obtain legal recogni-
tion of his schools but was turned away. 4 Gradually he intro-
duced la Salle to the work; 5 it was during this trip that he 
left la Salle in charge of its administration. 6 
It was in 1678 that Roland, though still young but ex-
pecting to die soon, asked la Salle to take charge of the 
schools and the teaching community. 7 He also desired legal 
recognition of the order for fear that otherwise it would die 
out. 8 La Salle was ordained priest on the ninth of April, 
only eighteen days before his friend's death. 9 In spite of 
his desire to begin a contemplative, scholarly existence, he 
accepted the task of completing Roland's work, for he consi-
dered that the obligation would be a brief one. 10 
1. Armand Ravelet, ~ci!o 1 p. 32. 
2. w. J, Battersby, op. cit,, p. 29, 
3, Martin Dempsey, op. cit,, P• 17, 
4. Mrs. R. F, Wilson, op. cit., p. 23, 
5, Armand Revelet, op. cit,, Po 33, 
6. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 17. 
7. Mrs. R. F, Wilson, op. cit., P• 22, 
8, J, Guibert, op. ~~., p. 52, 
9, Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit,, P• 22. 
10. ~ •• p. 22. 
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To obtain legal recognition of the community la Salle 
needed the consent of the city magistrates of Reims, of the 
Archbishop, and of King Louis XIV in the form of Letters Pa-
tent registered in Parliament.1 The city was not willing to 
add another community to the citizens' care; the Archbishop 
felt that it was too young to have proved itself; and Parlia-
ment did not wish to license another religious organization 
2 
dependent on the city. Fortunately la Salle and the influ-
ence of his friends finally succeeded in February, 1679, in 
obtaining legal recognition of the endowed and thus independ-
ent community. Consent had first been obtained from the city 
of Reims only by agreeing to admit no pupil to the school 
without a note from city authorities. 3 He could, however, be 
taken from the school at the age of seven or eight to be put 
into a poorhouse. In addition, the teaching sisters were 
never to be cloistered. La Salle had been forced to consent 
before further recognition could be obtained. 4 
The consent of the king stipulated that the Superior of 
the schools was to be Rogier, friend of Roland. 5 Thus, la 
Salle now felt free to carry out his own plans. He did give 
financial help to the community, for he realized that from it 
6 
would arise a seminary for women teachers. La Salle immediately 
1. Martin Dempsey, su~. s;it., P• 26. 
z. Armand Ravelet, suz • ci:!;., P• 35. 
3. 
.lh!i·' P• 36. 4. Ibid., P• 36. 
s. Armand Ravelet, Sll!• s;it., Po 36. 
6. Mrs. Ro F. Wilson, SUI a s;it., P• 23. 
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took up priestly duties and studies toward his doctorate,1 
which he was to receive in 1680, at the University of Reims. 2 
The work of Roland and thus far of la Salle illustrate 
the fact that the Church was continuing to be responsible for 
most of the educational institutions, as well as for the cer-
3 tification of teachers. There was still no general system 
of education. Attempts at instruction were individual, not 
. 4 
organ1zed. 
Fortunately for education la Salle, though unaware of it, 
was about to discover the purpose of his life and to become an 
important force in the propagation of free education. His 
life's work was to begin one month after he had won the school's 
legal recognition. It was to be presented to him in the form 
of Adrien Nyel, who came to him in March, 1679, 5 asking for 
cooperation in the establishment of a boysl school at Reims. 6 
1. Brother Leo, op. cit .• , p. 38. 
2. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 15. 
3. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 213. 
4. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., P• 9. 
5. Jo Guibert, op. cit., Po 59. 
6. Brother Leo, op. cit., P• 41. 
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CHAPTER II 
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION IN FRANCE BEFORE LA SALLE 
1. Through the Tenth Century 
The Church and the rise of schools.--From earliest times 
the Church rather than~e State had been educating children. 1 
The original Church schools were schools of the catechumens. 2 
The Christian school had existed in Gaul from the fourth cen-
3 tury. The cities gave additional responsibility to the Church 
by entrusting it with the municipal schools. It was near the 
cathedral that classes were begun which the bishops themselves 
might teach; 5 they were intended mainly for instruction of 
future clergymen. A goodly number of laymen, however, were 
allowed entrance.G The Church considered the chant, or sing-
ing 1 as important as the basic education and therefore gave 
charge of the school to the choirmaster. It was he, or the 
schoolmaster, who directed the schools as they increased in 
the episcopal city. 7 
With the spread of Christianity grew the need for more 
priests, and more schools were required to educate future 
clergy. 8 For this purpose the Council of Vaison, in 529 A.D., 
1. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 5. 
2. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 213. 
3. j. Guibert, JULL cit., P• XI. 
4. Ibid., P• XI. 
S. Ibid., P• XII. 
6. ~., P• XII. 
7. ~., P• XII. 
8. ~., P• XII. 
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decreed that each parish priest should establish a school in 
his parish and receive the teachers into his house. 1 Toward 
/ the end of the eighth century the bishop of Orleans ordered 
his priests to admit free any child who came, 2 
The monastic schools received the decree in the seventh 
century to establish a separate school, for lay children, 
the external school, Both groups were 3 taught by monks. 
namely, 
First accurate records of education.--The first reliable 
records of French education were written in the reign of Charle-
magne, who in 787 sent a decree to all bishops and abbots of 
his territory. 4 They were to establish schools where clergy 
might study and learn more about the Holy Scriptures, 5 Schools, 
then, were opened everywhere, in which were taught reading, 
writing, arithmetic, spelling, singing, and the Psalter, These 
schools fell into three classifications: those of the country 
clergy, who without salary taught the parish children the basic 
elements of religion, in the vulgar idiom; those of the Diocese 
and of the Religious Houses, which gave more advanced instruc-
tion and were intended mainly for boys destined to enter the 
Church; and finally, those of the Palace of Charlemagne, in 
which classes were conducted for the children of nobles in the 
6 palace by educated men from the whole empire, 
1. Edward A. Fitzpatric~, op. cit,, p. 214. 
2, J, Guibert, op. cit,, P• XII, 
3, ~., PP• XII and XIII, 
4. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 43, 
5, JlQ!d,, P• 44, 
6, Ibid., P• 44. 
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Decline of schools,--Unfortunately, after the reign of 
Charlemagne the upper schools declined, Louis le Dlbonnaire, 
the son of Charlemagne, could not restore them, 1 for the ninth 
and tenth centuries brought destruction to the empire through 
h N . . 2 t e orman ~nvas~ons. After the unsuccessful attempts of 
Charles the Bold, toward the end of the fifteenth century, 
3 there is no trace in history of these schools. Although it 
is possible that some continued in the monasteries or parishes, 
most of the schools were destroyed 
4 
and Normans, 
during the ninth century in-
vasions by the Huns As a 
longer known or practised by any except 
result writing 
the clergy, 5 
2, The Middle Ages and Revival 
was no 
Church revival of education,--With the eleventh century 
came the beginning in educational revival, under the direction 
6 
of the Church, Since the Council of Aix-la-Chapelle in 817, 
monks throughout the land were supposed to teach free of charge 
all who wished, freeman or serf, rich or poor, 7 Guibert de 
Nogent, in his History of the First Crusades of 1110, writes 
of the constantly growing number of schools, enough so that 
even the most uncouth might attend if they desired, 8 The Third 
1, Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit,, P• 44. 
2, Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 21, 
3, Mrs. R, F, Wilson, op. cit,, pp, 44 and 45, 
4, Ibid,, P• 45, 
5, Ibid., p, 45, 
6, Martin Dempsey, op. cit,, p. 21 
7, J, Guibert, op. cit,, p, XIII, 
8, Ibid,, P• XV, 
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Council of Latran in 1179 and the Fourth in 1215 decreed that 
each cathedral church should establish a school b~th for the 
poor and those preparing for the clergy, and 1 in addition, 
that schools should be reopened at whatever churches or monas-
teries had formerly maintained them, 1 
Even through the most unsettled years of the fourteenth 
2 
century most villages had a schoolmaster, Many boys received 
elementary instructiOn from the parish priest or a substitute; 
3 
girls were taught by a schoolmistress, Dempsey cites as proof 
of this widespread education the large numbers of university 
students in Paris, 4 
cheaper manufacture, 
by in the increase of 
Because of its improved, and therefore 
paper was in greater use, resulting there-
. . 5 
wr1t1ng, As a result of these factors 
then, the Middle Ages thus far, from the eleventh through the 
fourteenth centuries, were an encouraging period for education, 
Lack of records for France,--There is, however, little in-
formation on French elementary education during the Middle Ages, 
but it may have been more widespread than is generally thought,6 
Schools seem to have been quite common, as suggested by a trea-
tise of Gerson, written in approximately 1400 1 concerning the 
visits of bishops to the parish schools. Each bishop was to 
examine carefully the school and its methods of teaching, If 
1, Mrs. R, F, Wilson, op. cit,, p. 45, 
2, J, Guibert 1 op. cit,, p, XVI, 
3, Martin Dempsey, op. cit., P• 21, 
4. Op. Cit,, p, 21, 
5, Mrs, R, F, Wilson, op. cit,, p, 45, 
6, Ibid,, p, 46, 
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f) 
1 the parish had no school, it was to establish one. Yet the 
One Hundred Years' War, from the mid-fourteenth to the mid-
fifteenth century, almost abolished educational activities. 
2 
They were fortunately somewhat revived. Gerard Groot, Canon 
of Utrecht and later of Aix-la-Chapelle during the fourteenth 
century, gave up his other church work to devote himself com-
3 pletely to education for boys. He succeeded in establishing 
a community of clerics. However, they failed to carry out his 
original purpose when they gradually began to change the basic 
education for poor students to a more advanced program, includ-
ing Latin and grammar. 4 
3. Education during the Renaissance 
Decline during the first half of the si~teenth.--The early 
and mid-sixteenth century was another period of the decline of 
educational progress on the primary level. 5 There was thus far 
no organized preparation of teachers and consequently no ready 
supply, nor did the State support education; 6 it considered the 
Church responsible for children's instruction. 7 
Work of the councils in the latter half of the sixteenthr-
The Church, intent on reactivating its program, held councils 
during the latter half of 
best known is the Council 
l. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, SUlt 
2. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, 
3. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, OJ2a 
4. ..!!!i.Q.. , P• 59. 
5. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, 
6. Ibid., P• 215. 
7. Ibid., P• 216. 
s. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, S!ll• 
the sixteenth century, 
8 
of Trent, 1545-1563. 
git·~ P• 46. 
S!l!a cit., P• 215. 
cit., p • sa. 
OJla cit., P• 215. 
!li~ •• p. 47. 
of which the 
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It declared in 1545 that each priest must have near the church 
at least one schoolmaster, to give free instruction to clerics 
and poor students in reading, writing, arithmetic, and singing. 
The order was complied with in most parishes; boys and girls were 
1 taught separately. The village teacher was now usually elected 
by the parishioners, who paid him in money or goods. The Church 
officers naturally had the final word on hiring the teachers. 2 
In parts of France this control was challenged but was upheld 
throughout the seventeenth century, by Royal edict and the Par-
p . 3 liament of ar~s. Other councils, such as that cf Cambray in 
4 1565 and of Bourges in 1584 ordered all parishes to provide 
schools, the latter council stating that widows or women able 
to teach reading and Christian life could become schoolmistresses. 5 
Meetings of estates, as that of Orl~ans in 1560, also ordered 
churches to establish schools for the poor and to deal with in-
different or uncooperative parents if necessary. 6 
The Church was inevitably concerned about raising funds 
to support schools. It reminded the dying of their obligation 
to leave school bequests, and helped finance the schools from 
resources of its own. 7 Charity schools were usually begun by 
bishops and priests in almost all towns for those too poor to 
1. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 22. 
2. Ibid., P• 22. 
3. Ibid., P• 22. 
4. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 47. 
5. ]. Guibert, op. cit., P• XIV. 
6. w. ]. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 4. 
7. Hartin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 23. 
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be able to pay the schoolmaster. Some schoolmasters, however, 
1 
allowed such pupils to attend without payment. In 1555 there 
were at Rouen four classes for poor boys, established by the 
clergy, who taught them reading, writing, principles of reli-
gion, and good habits. In 1556 there existed two schools for 
one hundred sixty girls, which offered basic education and 
2 
needlework; these services were provided by two women. Educa-
tion of the poor was, thus, being encouraged everywhere, at 
3 little cost to the people, in councils and public assemblies, 
4 
by Church and State. 
4. Education during the Seventeenth Century 
]Ddesirable conditions.--In the seventeenth century also, 
the Church rather than the State was mainly responsible for 
education and made religion its basis. 5 The most serious prob-
lem in France was not lack of elementary schools but lack of 
qualified teachers. 6 Teaching was supposed to be done primarily 
7 by the clergy. Yet after other duties they might have time 
only to teach the Catechism. The alternative, adopted of neces-
sity in many sections of France, was the acceptance of laymen, 
who were unprepared to teach. Where parishes were too poor to 
maintain a separate school for girls, a relative of the school-
master, morally and professionally unqualified, might teach the 
1. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 23. 
2. j. Guibert, op. cit., P• XX. 
3. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op, cit., P• 52, 
4. Jo Guibert, op. cit., p, XVI. 
5, w. j. Battersby, Pioneet, op, cit., p. 1. 
6, Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 23. 
7. w. j. Battersby, Pion~, op. cit., p. 5, 
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. 1 1 gJ.r s. The salary was extremely low, one hundred fifty pounds 
a year for men and fifty for women, with the possible addition 
of goods. Yet many unsuitable candidates sought teaching posi-
tions; they were held for a year at a time, and most teachers 
remained longer. They were honored by the people, partly be-
cause they often aided in the duties of the clergy. 2 
Still, there was as yet no organized attempt to establish 
3 
schools. They were individual and independent of one another, 
The Church's control over the hiring and dismissal of teachers 
was the only protection afforded for the pupils• education and 
4 
morals. 
In addition to lack of qualified teachers and the absence 
of organization, another debilitating element in the picture 
was the struggle against the writing-masters. These teachers 
earned their living solely by instructing children to write, 
5 
and resented the free teaching of writing by the Church. To 
add to the difficulties the teachers and the younger bourgeois 
of the school disliked the lower class pupils, 6 who had to wear 
a distinguishing badge on their hats. 7 The unfortunate pupils 
8 
were not, then, at all tempted to remain in school. 
Congregations f~r teaching girls,--In spite of the fact 
1. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 23, 
2. J, Guibert, op. cit,, p. XXIII, 
3, Gabriel Compayrl, translated by Payne, op. ci~., P• 253. 
4. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 24. 
5. Gabriel Compayr/, translated by Payne, op. cit., p. 254. 
6. w. j. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., P• 9. 
7. Gabriel Compayr~, op. cit., p. 254. 
B. W. j. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 9. 
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that women in all parts of the world have had more difficulty 
in establishing for themselves the right to be educated, it was 
the girls who were more successful in obtaining an education. 1 
A number of sister congregations were organized for this purpose. 
Until about the end of the sixteenth century the congregations 
of women had been almost completely dedicated to prayer and re-
pentance. At this time there arose some congregations, not 
bound by solemn vows, devoted to the education of girls. 2 The 
most important group was the Ursuline Order, introduced into 
France from Italy in 1592. Many of their early convents educated 
poor girls, and later ones prepared themselves especially for 
3 this work. Although they numbered more than nine thousand by 
4 
17891 their work was ended by the Revolution. 
In Lorraine, rampant with Protestantism and still outside 
France, the congregation of Canonesses of Our Lady was established 
in 1597. A branch was created at Reims, probably known to la 
5 Salle. The Lorraine congregation was founded by Saint Peter 
Fourier, who had been unsuccessful in obtaining the permission 
6 
of Rome to begin a boys• school. He had the nuns admit pupils 
7 free, and they were taught religious education, reading, writing, 
arithmetic, sewing, and other handicrafts. 8 The congregation ex-
pressed the hope that each pupil would have her own text. 9 
1. w. j. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 10. 
2. j. Guibert, op. cit., p. XXV. 
3. w. j. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 11. 
4. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., P• 24. 
5. w. j. Battersby, gp. cit., P• 11. 
6. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., P• 24. 
7. Ellwood P. Cubberley, The History of Education, Houghton, 
Mifflin Company, The Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1948, P• 346. 
s. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 219. 
9. ~., P• 220. 
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In 1607 Mother de Lestonnac, the niece of Montaigne, 
founded at Bordeaux the Daughters of Our Lady, and accepted 
"1 1 many pup1 s. The Sisters of Charity, established in 1633 by 
Saint Vincent de Paul, included in their work the founding of 
poor schools on an elementary level, in country districts.2 
At the end of the seventeenth century it was as difficult 
to find lay schoolmistresses as masters. Often in the country 
or in small parishes there was only one school, thereby pre-
venting segregation of boys and girls. In the large towns and 
cities the segregated girls were taught by widows, devout girls, 
3 
or respectable women. 
At Puy, Auvergne, the curate Tronson, later director 
of the seminary at Saint-Sulpice, needed help in the management 
4 
and religious education of young girls. He obtained the help 
of a Mademoiselle Martel, who recruited a few others. The 
group of women visited the houses occupied by girls and per-
suaded them to work together at lace-making, the main occupa-
tion. In addition, they prayed, sang hymns, and "followed Chris-
tian life." This work grew. The ladies had need of help, and 
so trained village schoolmistresses to continue under the direc-
tion of the clergy. They neither took vows nor formed a com-
munity but did wear a special dress. It was their duty to teach 
children, supervise young girls, and help the ill or dying. 
1. J. Guibert, op. cit., P• XXV. 
2. w. J. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 11. 
3. J. Guibert, op. cit., PP• XXIV and XXV. 
4. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 57. 
s. Ibid., pp. 57 and sa. 
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1'\ 
When a teacher at Raye, Picardy, was dismissed for mis-
behaving with a girl student, four young women, guided by the 
curate, continued teaching.l Living in a dilapidated house, 
they taught there also. Known as the Daughters of the Cross, 
they constituted a religious group for the instruction of poor 
girls, and spread through all of Picardy. This group gave 
birth to the first training center for schoolmistresses, at 
Paris, established by Mademoiselle de Villeneuve. The center 
continued to function under their direction. 2 
Education of boys during the seventeenth century.--The 
education of girls, then, was progressing well. The same can-
not be said for the boys. In many French towns priests and 
laymen had begun schools for boys and had also initiated the 
training of young men to teach reading. Their attempt was 
unfortunately a failure. 3 Most of the boys' schools had poor 
lay teachers. Those who had tried to establish congregations 
of priests for elementary teaching were Saint joseph Cala-
sanctius, Cesar de Bus, and Demia. 4 They continued to teach, 
but soon they shifted to either the secondary or seminary level. 
The jesuits gave instruction also, but again only to the more 
advanced students. Their efforts when concentrated on children 
5 
were to instruct the poor in the Catechism or to direct the 
elementary education of noble children. 6 
1. Mrs. Ro F. Wilson, S!l2· sit., Po 57. 
2. Ibid., P• 57. 
3. Martin Dempsey, OJ;! I cit., P• 25. 
4. Ibid., P• 24. 
5. Ibid., P• 25. 
6. Brother Leo, 211• cit., p. 44. 
The Parish School.--In 1655 there appeared jlhe Parish 
School, written by a priest of Paris. 1 Its full title is The 
Parish School, or the Manner of Properly Instructing the 
Children in the Little /Elementary? Schools. A 1722 edition 
2 
still exists, which became the manual for school management 
. 3 
and carried the k1ng 1 s approval. Its three divisions are: 
the teacher and his work; teaching of religion; and the teach-
ing of the three basic subjects. One of the regulations con-
tained therein speaks of striking new students, whether disobe-
dient or not, until they know the rules. Suitable punishment 
would be isolation in a dark prison or assuming the role of 
dunce. The writer notes that the parish school included Latin 
grammar because the elementary school was still being confused 
with the college of secondary education. The general level of 
the book is evident in his description of the teacher's work--
"without brilliance, pleasure, or interest." As for the re-
sults, one should expect little, for education is almost com-
4 pletely useless. 
Education under Louis XIV.--The second half of the seven-
teenth century signals the beginning of the reign of the des-
potic "Sun King," Louis XIV. There were elementary schools, 
encouraged by both State and Church, throughout France. 5 
Children under nine years of age went to one of four types of 
1. Gabriel Compayre, translated by Payne, op. cit., p. 257. 
2. Ibid., p. 257. 
3. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 221. 
4. Gabriel Compayre, op. cit., p. 257. 
5. J. Guibert, op. cit., p. XVI. 
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" 
schools: the elementary schools (petites e'coles); the schools 
of the writing-masters; the parish charity schools; and the 
schools managed by religious congregations. 1 (Battersby adds in 
a footnote that there were two types of petites ecoles: one for 
boys and girls who received the basic primary education, and the 
/ 
other, ecoles grandes or latines, for university-preparatory edu-
cation.) The small group of pupils might gather in one room of 
the teacher's home. The teacher himself generally taught only 
part-time and earned the rest of his living at another job. 
Teachers were supervised by the choirmaster (Grand Chantre or 
/ ~ 2 Ecolatre), who was also responsible for hiring them. 
General state of education.--In spite of the possible large 
number of schools, conditions were actually desperate. The poor 
children were the focus of attention on the part of some parish 
priests and their assistants. 3 Because of other responsibili-
ties they could not teach full-time. There were temporary tea-
chers, candidates for priesthood and university students, but 
such substitutes were not really interested in the work. Teach-
ing 1 with its low pay, was taken up as a last resort. Brother 
Leo aptly considers most of the teachers 11 the survival of the 
unfittest. 114 One priest of the time thought most of the school-
mistresses ignorant. Included among the teachers might be fid-
dlers, who would occasionally leave the school to play at a vil-
lage wedding. 5 
1. w. J. Battersby, fioneer, 0];!1 cit., Po 6. 
2. Ibid., P• 6. 
3. Brother Leo, OJ.11 cit., Po 44. 
4. Ibid., P• 44. 
5. Ibid., P• 45. 
3. 
Louis XIV took an interest in education after the revoca-
tion of the Edict of Nantes in 1685, which required all child-
ren to attend school, with its religious teachings, the better 
to abolish 0 heresy. 111 Following the revocation of the Edict, 
several others were issued which decreed that all communes 
2 
establish schools. Curates were asked to report each month 
on those children not attending school, so that proper action 
3 
might be taken. 
Toward 1670 elementary schoolmasters had been requested 
4 by the Church to educate poor children without charge. In 
1676 the Bishop of Angers saw to it that all his clergy dedi-
cated part of their time to teaching children wherever a school 
did not exist. 
5 
locations. 
There were similar statements made in other 
Some dioceses also 
children who had to work during 
provided Sunday 
6 
the week. 
schools for 
k "· .; A h h Wor of Dem1a and Barre.-- mong t e most devoted to t e 
progress of education were Abbot Demia and Father Barre. By 
7 
far the most successful thus far was the Abbot. In 1666 he 
founded the Congregation of the 
8 
the teaching of poor children. 
Brethren of St. Charles for 
1668 1 on the 
He wrote Remonstrances in 
9 
need for schools for the poor. His address to 
1. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 217. 
2. j. Guibert, op. cit., p. XVIII. 
3. Ibid., P• XVIII. 
4. Ibid., P• XIX. 
5. Mrs.R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 48. 
6. Ibid., P• 48. 
7. Ibid., P• 59. 
8. Gabriel Compayre, translated by Payne, op. cit., p. 254. 
9. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 29. 
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1 
officials of Lyons gained their support, and he was able to 
establish six coeducational schools, managed by a society of 
2 
priests. In 1675 the Archbishop of Lyons entrusted D~mia 
with the direction of all the schools of 
he used The Parish Sc~ as a guide for 
the diocese, for which 
3 pedagogy. Each appli-
cant for "teaching he judged on the basis of his religion, morals, 
4 " and competence. Demia had become a pioneer in 1672 by opening 
5 
a seminary for the preparation of clerical teachers. Some dio-
ceses in need of teachers asked him for products of his seminary 
h . b . d 6 or sent young men to 1m to e tra1ne • Unfortunately, the 
/ 
work of Demia, the only man before la Salle to found a normal 
school, 7 ended when he died, in 1689. 8 
" Father Barre of Rouen also attemp~ed to develop a group of 
teachers in a training seminary, in 1689, but failed because 
the trainees could not live up to the rigorous system of disci-
" 9 pline created by Barre. Other similar projects failed at 
Orllans, Paris, and Beauvais. 10 
Continuing problems.--In spite of the devotion of such 
pioneers, the way of education was still uncertain. As before, 
not the least of problems was the quantity and quality of 
1. Gabriel Compayre, .2.P... cit., p. 255. 
2. w. ]. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 11. 
3. Gabriel Compayre', op. cit., p. 255. 
4. Ibid., p. 255. 
5. ]. Guibert, op. cit., P• XVII. 
6. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 59. 
7. Gabriel Compayre, op. cit., p. 261. 
a. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 58. 
9. ]. Guibert, op. cit., P• XXVII. 
10. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., P• 59. 
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teachers. In 1686 the Bishop of Toul declared the teachers 
to be "gamesters, drunkards, profligates, ignorant, and bru-
tal • .,l Because of the poor quality of teachers a statute of 
Albi in 1695 asked as many clergy as possible to be teachers. 2 
In Paris teachers were controlled by the dubiously qualified 
,. 
Grand Chantre Claude Joly, precentor of Notre Dame and direc-
. 3 tor of the primary schools of Paris and surround~ngs. Pour-
chat, the chief precentor of Paris, accused Joly of having as 
directors of schools such undesirables as old-clothesmen, inn-
4 keepers, cooks, and masons. Yet such teachers depended on 
Joly to keep others from establishing private schools and so 
endangering their salary, undeserved as it was. 5 These private 
schools, if discovered, were revealed to the authorities, and 
abolished. 6 Joly wrote a self-revealing book in 1676 1 entitled 
7 
Christian and Moral Counsels for the Instruction of Children. 
Yet he discusses the education of secondary students and princes, 
not that of young children. His main problem seems to be en-
forcing the segregation rules for male and female students. 
He also reserves space to discuss the differences he had with 
the writing-masters and his verbal battle with the rectors of 
8 Paris concerning the management of the primary schools. 
1. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 55. 
2. J. Guibert, op. cit., P• XXIV. 
3. Gabriel Compayrl, translated by Payne, op. cit., p. 256. 
4. IbiA., p. 261. 
s. w. J. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., pp. 7 and 8. 
6. Ibid., P• 8. 
7. Gabriel Compayr~, translated by Payne, op. cit., P• 256. 
8. Ibid., p. 256. 
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The writing-masters had done their best to hurt the strength 
of the elementary schools. An important group in the Middle 
Ages, they had declined with the increase of primary schools.1 
Feeling this monopoly fast slipping from them, in 1661 they 
managed to obtain a decree greatly limiting the teaching of 
2 
writing in elementary schools. In 1680, when la Salle's ca-
reer began, they again succeeded in limiting still further the 
writing instruction in primary schools to the teaching of mono-
syllables.3 Another decree by Parliament in turn was necessary 
to restore elementary school writing privileges. 4 
All these factors, the Church's lack of system and organ-
ization in solving school problems, the absence of formal train-
ing for teachers and consequently the poor quality and dearth 
of available teachers, the quarrels with the writing-masters, 
and the general indifference of the State in supporting schools, 
summarize the great need for a strong, dedicated man and movement 
in support of elementary education. This man, who proved of 
lasting influence and benefit not only to France but to all the 
world, had by now been born. This man of promise, Jean-Baptiste 
de la Salle, had just discovered his life's career and its im-
portance. He was now ready to amaze France with his energetic 
and inspiring fight for free and Christian elementary education. 
1. w. j. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 8, 
2. Ibid., P• 8. 
3. Gabriel Compayr{, translated by Payne, op. cit., P• 254. 
4. Ibid., P• 254. 
CHAPTER III 
THE BEGINNINGS OF THE INSTITUTE 
1679 - 1685 
1. Nyel and His Schools 
Previous work of Nyel.--La Salle, who considered his work 
in school administration ended with the attainment of his pro-
mise to Roland, was quite mistaken. His entire life was to be 
devoted to the establishment and improvement of schools, and 
he was immediately involved in these 
appearance in March, 1679, of Adrien 
responsibilities 
1 Nyel. 
with the 
Nyel had come from Rouen, where since 1657 he had served 
as director of schools of the Bureau of Charity, and had re-
vived several of the discontinued charity schools of the city. 2 
, 
Also from Rouen were Father Barre and Madame Maillefer, a re-
lative of la Salle, 3 who since 16624 had succeeded in establish-
ing about six schools for girls. 5 
Madame Maillefer wished to initiate such education for boys 
at Reims and wisely chose Nyel to begin the project. 6 Born in 
7 1624, Nyel had made a career of establishing and administering 
poor schools, and was only too happy to continue his work wherever 
1. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. ci~., p. 65. 
2. j. Guibert, op. cit., p. 62. 
3. Brother Leo, op. cit., p. 39. 
4. j. Guibert, op. cit., p. 61. 
s. w. j. Battersby, ~oneer, on. cit., p. 11. 
6. Father Garreau, op. cit., p. 38. 
7. w. j. Battersby, li9neer, op. cit., p. 11. 
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. 1 1 pOSSl.b e, Providing Nyel and a young assistant with money for 
existence, Madame Maillefer sent them to Reims with letters to 
la Salle and the superioress of the community of the Holy Child 
2 jesus. 
Nyel at Reims,--La Salle cooperated, although he had not 
intended to become so involved as he eventually was 
. 3 t1on, He at first thought only to encourage Nyel, 
in educa-
perhaps to 
4 
help him financially, At most he planned only to preach to 
the children, not to continue opening schools. 5 However, la 
Salle had to avoid arousing the hostility of the townspeople, 
who would oppose the opening of a school dependent on the city, 6 
He therefore lodged Nyel and his assistant in his own home, 
place of retreat for many who sought help from the priest,? 
Schools at Reims.--Nyel, who from 1679 until 16a2 was 
alone responsible for hiring teachers,a soon had several boys' 
9 
schools established at Reims. The teachers were poor, but the 
best available at the time.10 
The first school opened at Reims was that of the parish of 
S . M • 11 a1.nt aur1ce. La Salle had felt that if a school were to be 
12 
established, it should be under the direction of a curate, 
1, Mrs. R, F. Wilson, op. cit,, P• 3a, 
2, Camion, op. cit., p. 20, 
3, Georges Rigault 1 op. cit,, P• a, 
4. .!!till·, P• a. 
5, J, Guibert, op. cit., p. VII. 
6, Ibid,, p, 64, 
7, Armand Ravelet, op, cit,, p. 47, 
a. J, Guibert, op. cit,, p, 57, 
9, Brother Leo, op. cit,, p. 43, 
10, Ibid,, P• 45, 
11. ~ Conduct of Schools, translated by F, de la Fontainerie, 
op. cit., p. 7. 
12, J, Guibert, op. cit,, P• 65, 
It was then a custom for curates to open schools, without incur-
1 
ring the at least active hostility of the Schoolmaster. La 
Salle therefore approached the curate of Saint Maurice, who en-
thusiastically welcomed the idea, since he himself had wished to 
establish a school in his parish. 2 As boarders at the house of 
curate Dorigny, 3 Nyel and his assistant opened the first school 
4 5 
on April 15, 1679. La Salle now felt free to resume his own work. 
Yet others were hearing of the success of the work of Ro-
land, la Salle, and Nyel, and wished to bring their work into 
other locations also. ; ... ... The widow Madame Leveque de Croyere 
was anxious to have a school in her parish of Saint James. 6 
Nyel hurried to talk 0 7 w~th her and succeeded in obtaining a 
8 
promise of help from la Salle. The latter was reluctant, 
however, because he felt it better to have one good school than 
9 
several hastily established and with untrained teachers. But 
with the financial assistance of Madame Croyere, continued as 
0 10 0 11 
well in her w~ll, the school opened ~n September, 1679 1 
and the classes were taught by two volunteers obtained by 
12 
Nyel. Thus far, there were five teachers for both schools, 
1. ]. Guibert, op. cit., P• 65. 
2. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 32. 
3. Father Garreau, op. cit., P• 39. 
4. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 78. 
s. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. so. 
6. The Conduct of Schools, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
op. cit., p. 7. 
7. J. Guibert, £UlL-cit., p. 68. 
a. Ibid., P• 69. 
9. Brother Leo, op. cit., p. 43. 
10. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 51. 
11. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 68. 
12. Ibid., P• 78. 
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all living at the house of Dorigny but 
La Salle gave aid to Dorigny for their 
. 1 
not yet as a commun1ty. 
2 
subsistence. 
Until now la Salle had not considered this as his career 
but since the founding of the Saint James School he felt that 
his life's work, in education, had been revealed to him. 3 
Opposition of family.--As soon as la Salle had begun to give 
more time to the work of Nyel, his family and aristocratic friends 
4 
became disturbed. They felt that such work belonr,ed to a parish 
priest, not to one of la Salle's background and position. 5 This 
constant opposition never changed the saint's purpose. 
Absences of Nyel.--Nyel was ever in search of new sites 
for the opening of schools and consequently had to travel, 
leaving the teachers without guidance. 6 La Salle wished to 
help them in their work and so gave them rules for regular and 
uniform living, advised them on classroom methods, 7 and even 
provided them with good food from his own kitchen. 8 Although 
he assembled them after school for talks on their work and man-
ner of living, they had no real interest in improving their 
9 
teaching or manners. La Salle wished that the teachers be 
Christian and well-trained, and realized that such conditions 
10 
as existed were obstacles to this end. 
1. ]. Guibert, op. cit., p. 69. 
2. w. ]. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 36. 
3. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p.S2. 
4. Brother Leo, op. cit., p. so. 
S. Ibid., p. 51. 
6. Camion, op. ci1., P• 21. 
7. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 79. 
8. Brother Leo, op. cit., P• 46. 
9. Ibid., p. 46. 
10. ]. Guibert, op. cit., p. 70. 
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House for teach~.-Becoming more and more involved in the 
needs of the teachers and schools, la Salle decided that the 
teaching had to be improved or the schools would die out, 1 There-
fore, with Nyel's permission he rented a house next to his and 
f h 2 0 0 b 3 on Christmas, 1679, trans erred t e teachers, now s~x ~n num er, 
It was rather difficult for la Salle to concern himself more with 
the teachers, for he disliked associating with such unrefined and 
uneducated men, 4 Naturally Nyel saw here another opportunity for 
a new school and obtained two teachers to hold classes at the 
rented house, in Saint Symphorian parish, 5 Yet in spite of the 
teachers' demands on his time, as well as finances, la Salle con-
tinued to perform the duties of a canon and to care for the mem-
bers of his family still living with him, 6 However, he thus 
guided the masters as they lived in the rented house from the 
end of 1679 until June, 1681, 7 
~achers ~t la Salle's house,--La Salle's relatives had 
even more occasion to become upset when in June1 1680 1 the priest 
8 
assembled the teachers at his own table for meals, They de-
plored the fact that the three younger la Salles were in such 
intimacy with lowly members of society for two meals each day. 9 
1. J, Guibert, op. cit,, P• 74, 
2, ARmand Ravelet, op. cit,, P• 53, 
3, J, Guibert, op. cit,, p. 74, 
4, Mrs, R, F, Wil1on, op. cit,, p. 33, 
i. J, Guibert, op. cit,, p. 72, 
6, Armand Ravelet, ~ cit,, p. 55, 
7, J, Guibert, op. cit,, p. 72, 
8. Edward A, Fitzpatrick, op. cit,, p. 80, 
9, Armand Ravelet, op. cit,, P• 55, 
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Yet la Salle continued the practise, having a reader during 
the meals and talks with the teachers, after the meals, on 
their professional and religious duties. 1 Nyel at this time 
was directing the school at Saint James and so was away, as 
2 
usual. 
During the Easter week of 1681 1 while Nyel was away, la 
3 Salle guided the teachers entirely for eight days. Their 
needed improvement so pleased him that he received them at 
his house from seven A.M. until they retired to the other house 
4 
to sleep. Thus, all their waking hours, exclusive of their 
teaching schedule, were spent in the canon's house. It then 
occurred to laSalle to take them into his house and to give up 
the building next door. 5 I He decided to consult Father Barre 
in Paris, who advised him to carry out his project. 6 Accord-
ingly, on June 24 1 1681 1 la Salle moved the teachers to his 
7 
own house. It took him two years to overcome his feelings of 
repugnance at such close association with the coarse and rough 
8 
teachers. Again his family disapproved; his friends felt that 
he might even be partly mad; religious members of the Reims 
Chapter resented his lowering himself; and the people of Reims 
insulted him and his disciples in public. 9 The teachers, lay 
people of course, distinguished themselves by wearing a black 
1. J. Guibert 1 O::Qa s;:i;t., P• 77. 
2. Ibid., P• 77. 
3. Martin Dempsey, on. cit., P• 38. 
4. Armand R-avelet, Oiht: ciJj., P• 57. 
s. Brother Leo, 01!• cit., p. 48. 
6. w. J. Battersby, Pione«t_z:, .2,P_._s;,i_1; • , P• 38 • 
7. Father Garreau, Olh cit., p. 42. 
8. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, SUh cit., p. 70. 
9. Camion, o~. c:i,.1; • ' P• 22. 
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1 
coat and neckband. La Salle was hurt even more when relatives 
caused the removal from his house of two of the three brothers 
still at home, so that they might not live in such a degrading 
2 
atmosphere. 
The canon decided that the teachers had to remain bachelors 
because of their low income, which permitted the existence of 
free schools; that, in order to observe strict celibacy, the 
3 
group would have to have a religious character. Actually, the 
religious teachings imparted to the children were of greater 
importance to la Salle than the academic education. 4 
Desertion of tea~ers.--stricter than before was the system 
of living imposed on the group. At all times there were duties 
to be performed or religious devotions. 5 As formerly, there was 
reading during the silent meals and serious conversation after-
ward.6 The masters at firsttook well to this mode of living, 
but being laymen, grew weary of such a rigorous life.7 Then, 
too, they were trained and could now be paid for their teach-
ing efforts. 8 No wonder that all but two deserted la Salle to 
return to strictly secular life. 9 
10 
Fortunately in early 1682 1 others replaced the deserters. 
1. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., P• 60. 
2. Georges Rigault, op. cit., pp. 8 and 9. 
3. ]. Guibert, op. cit., P• 93. 
4. lbid., p. 93. 
5. The Conduct of School~, translated by F. de la Fontainerie 1 
op. cit., p. 10. 
6. ]. Guibert, op. cit., p. 95. 
7. Brother Leo, op. cit., p. 54. 
8. Ibid., P• 54. 
9. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., P• 40. 
10. Armand Ravelet 1 ~p. cit., p. 61. 
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1 They were more devoted to the work and pleased la Salle greatly. 
Some were even well educated or from good families, and thus 
went into the work out of sheer love for it and willing to sacri-
fice former lives of ease. 2 
Sch~~~~hel.--The new teachers came along at the right 
moment, for not much later the civil and religious authorities 
of Rethel wished la Salle to establish a new school in their 
3 
town. Nyel also requested a school for Rethel, but la Salle was 
hesitant because of the lack of sufficiently trained teachers. 4 
However he must have been made to yield, for an entry in the 
town records of February 18, 1682, notes that la Salle promised 
to finance the purchase of a house for the teachers if their 
s 
salary were paid by the town. With additional support from 
the interested Duke of Mazarin6 the school was opened on March 
1, 1682. 7 The ubiquitous Nyel was to direct it. 8 
A few years after the establishment of the Rethel school, 
the Duke wished to grant two hundred pounds a year to insure 
the continuation of the teachers' positions, 9 and promised la 
10 
Salle to do so. Enemies of the plan momentarily turned the 
Duke against the canon. When the repentent Duke realized his 
error, he resumed contact with la Salle and promised both in 
1. ]. Guibert, op. ci~ •• p. 96. 
2. Hartin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 42. 
3. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 66. 
4. Father Garreau, op. cit., p. 43. 
s. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., P• 88. 
Go Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 67. 
7. ]o Guibert, op. cit., Po 8So 
a. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., P• 88. 
9 0 ]. Guibert, op. cit., P• as. 
10. Ibid., P• 86. 
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1683 and 1685 to establish normal schools in his territory. 1 
Because of disapproval by the Archbishop of Reims in 16833 and 
3 
unknown causes two years later, both projects came to nothing. 
School of Chateau-Porcien.--The earliest extant letter of 
4 
la Salle is dated June 20, 1682, and promises the town offi-
cials of Chateau-Porcien two teachers to be sent the following 
5 Saturday, to open a school there. Due tothe lack of mention 
of the town in various assembly reports there are indications 
that the school could not have continued for more than seven 
6 years. 
School 
establish a 
of Guise.--Guise, since 1681, when Nyel failed to 
7 
school there, had wished to have a school of its 
own and again requested aid in 1682. 8 The Duke of Mazarin 
contEibuted a house for the teachers and the Duchess of Lor-
9 
raine promised four hundred pounds yearly for their support. 
In July, 1682, the school opened with two teachers, obtained 
10 by Nyel. They proved to be inexperienced and unpopular and 
11 
were replaced by two successful teachers sent by la Salle. 
Nyel, true to nature, rushed from Rethel to Guise to direct 
---------------------
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2. 
3. 
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Edward A. Fitzpatrick, ~~cit., pp. 134 and 135. 
J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 139. 
Edward A. Fitzpatrick, ~cit., p. 135. 
w. J. Battersby, (Editor}, De la Salle, Letters anq_Do~­
ments, Longmans, Green and Co., London, 1952, p. 7. 
Brother Leo, op. cit., p. 53. 
w. J. Battersby, Letters, ~ cit., pp. 7 and 8. 
Armand Ravelet, op. c~t., p. 69. 
J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 87. 
Edward A. Fitzpatrick, ~~., p. 89. 
J. Guibert, op. ci~., p. 87. 
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1 
the school. Early in the existence of the Guise school, the 
teachers began to take in semi-boarders, to help defray expenses 
2 
of the schools, which still remained free. 
Sch9ol of Laon.--The town of Laon already had teachers, but 
3 
unqualified and too expensive for the town to maintain. Nyel 
~ladly rushed to help his native town 4 and opened a school in 
5 October, 1682. According to records of November 19, 1683, the 
town promised him one hundred fifty pounds a year to continue 
6 7 
his work. He stayed for another year and at la Salle's re-
quest acted as Inspector of the other recently opened schools. 8 
~L. The Beeinnings of the Institute 
House on New..2_treet.--On June 24, 1682 1 exactly one year 
after he had moved the teachers to his own house, la Salle 
transferred them to a house he had purchased on New Street. 9 
At the old family house there had been too many disturbances 
of a distracting nature to the group, which in conformity with 
10 
la Salle's wishes, was to devote itself exclusively to its work. 
This act now freed the director of all family obligations and 
connections, and he was henceforth to concern himself only with 
1. Armand Ravelet, op.cit., p. 70. 
2. j. Guibert, op. cit., p. 87. 
3. Ibid., P• 89. 
4. w. J. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 44. 
5. j. Guibert, op. ci~., P• 89. 
6. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., PP• 89 and 90. 
7. Father Garreau, ~ ci~., p. 44. 
8. w. J. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 45. 
9. Ibid., P• 39. 
10. Brother Leo, op. cit., P• 58. 
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1 
his cause, It can be considered that the Institute was really 
begun when la Salle took this definitive step, 2 for in addi-
tion he felt from this year on that the work of the schools 
3 
was meant to be his life's work, There were at this time ap-
proximately ten teachers with a common purpose, but without 
vows or really distinctive clothes, 4 It was tragic indeed that 
of the fifteen teachers from the schools of Reims, Rethel, Guise, 
and Laon, six died below the age of thirty, between 1681 and 
1688. 5 A major factor in their deaths was their overzealous 
attempt to imitate the extreme asceticism and bodily mortifica-
tions practised by their director, 6 
Surrender of canonship and wealth,--La Salle had been 
satisfied with the progress and attitude of his group. Yet 
its members soon revealed their concern about the uncertainty 
of their situation, They worried about their future security 
if their le.ader were to die, the schools to fail, and when they 
would become too ill or aged to work for their existence, 7 La 
Salle decided that he too must become poor like them, and sa-
crifice his wealth and position, 8 To be more certain of the 
wisdom of such action he went to Father Barr~ in Paris, for 
----------
1, Armand Ravelet, op. cit,, p, 64, 
2, J, Guibert, ~--ci~ •• p, 91, 
3, Armand Ravelet, op. cit,, p, 70, 
4, J, Guibert, op. cit,, p, 92, 
5, Armand Ravelet, ~cit,, P• 103, 
6, J, Guibert, op, cit,, p, 159, 
7, Father Garreau, op, cit,, p, 44, 
8, The Cond!lct of Schools, translated by F, de la Fontainerie, 
op. cit,, P• 11, 
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guidance. 1 The priest applauded his intention, affirming that 
he should also give up his canonry, and not use his wealth even 
to found schools, as this would still be a means of possessing 
2 
his money. Accordingly, in August, 1683, la Salle after eventu-
ally obtaining permission from his Archbishop, resigned from his 
3 
canonry. In this year also he was saddened by the death of his 
1 
. , 4 
c ose fr~end and educator Father Barre. His family and friends 
were disturbed at his resignation of so distinguished a position 5 
but were even more so when in selecting a successor he bypassed 
his brother Louis in favor of a humble priest, Father Faubert. 6 
Famine of Champagne.--In 1684 la Salle was virtually given 
the opportunity to dispose wisely of his wealth. During the 
winter of that year and continuing through 1685 a great famine 
7 
struck Champagne and the rest of France. La Salle distributed 
money and food to many of the needy, 8 even begging alms himself 
9 
for the sake of others. 
By this time la Salle's influence as a leader of men had 
become well known. His helpful guidance attracted several 
priests seeking spiritual aid, of whom a few remained to enter 
10 
la Salle's work. 
1. Camion, op. cit., P• 22. 
2. w. J. Battersby, Pioneer, op. ~~~., p. 47. 
3. J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 112. 
4. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 105. 
s. Camion, op. cit., P• 24. 
6. The Conduct of Schools, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
op. cit., p. 11. 
7. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., P• 83. 
8. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 83. 
9. J. Guibert, op. cit., P• 119. 
10. Ibid., P• 125. 
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Formal establishment of the Institute.--La Salle had felt 
that his group of teachers, inspired with the cause, should be 
organized into a community, with vows and a special costume, 
for the sake of greater stability and purpose to their voca-
tion.1 As of then, each school still had its own methods, 
2 
apart from advice given by la Salle. With the intention of 
unifying the methods and rules of living for the group, la 
Salle called an assembly on May 10, 1684, of twelve of the prin-
3 
cipal teachers, for retreat and discussion. This is considered 
the first assembly of the Institute. 4 After1he retreat, which 
lasted seventeen days, la Salle heard and commented on the sug-
5 
gestions of all, regarding rules to be established. 
They wisely decided it impractical to establish too bind-
ing rules so soon and that it would be more workable to have 
several years• experience based on the suggestions given thus 
6 
far by la Salle. The final rules were not actually written 
down by la Salle until 1696 and were continually revised. 7 
The first matter was that of the diet. 8 The food was to 
be plain and moderate, but sufficient to fortify the men in 
9 
their work. There would be no poultry or expensive meats or 
1. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 89. 
2. Father Garreau, op. cit., P• 53. 
3. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., P• 52. 
4. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., P• 126. 
s. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., P• 79. 
6. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cij<., p. 127. 
7. J. Guibert, .2.!t• cit., P• 128. 
s. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., P• so. 
9. The Conduct of Schools, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
op. cit., p. 13. 
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fish. 1 La Salle, accustomed to delicate foods, suffered ex-
2 
tremely before adjusting to the new and coarse diet. 
On the question of a costume nothing was decided at the 
time except that it would be best for all to wear an identi-
cal, distinctive habit. 3 La Salle, to whom the final deci-
sion was left, was helped in his choice by the Mayor of Reims, 
. 4 during the following ~nter of 1684. The men, who had only 
the identifying mark of a special collar, were advised by the 
Mayor to wear a large protective cloak with sleeves, worn by 
5 
the peasants of Champagne. La Salle ordered these to be made 
in black serge, and in addition, a plain cassock fastened with 
hooks, a collar, a three-cornered hat, and thick double-soled 
6 
shoes. La Salle too adopted the costume in 1685.7 
The overzealous group had wished to make permanent vows 
of poverty, celibacy, and obedience, but had wisely been res-
trained by their experienced leader, who realized that time 
. 8 
might destroy much of their youthful enthus~asm. Instead, 
they would take only the vow of obedience for one year, which 
would be renewed for three years before permanent vows could 
. . 
9 11 be adm~n~stered. It was actua y 
10 
first perpetual vows took place. 
not until 1691 that the 
1. The Conduct of Schools, translated by F. de la Fontainerie 1 
op. cit., P• 129. 
2. Ibid., P• 147. 
3. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 53. 
4. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., P• SO. 
s. j. Guibert, op. ci~., p. 132. 
6. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., PP• 94 and 95. 
7. J. Guibert, op. ci~ •• p. 149. 
s. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 96. 
9. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 127. 
10. jpid., P• 128. 
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La Salle thought that "master", as the teachers were then 
known, sounded superior, but that "Brother" was more modest and 
1 
expressed the unity of the group. Their schools were Christian 
in purpose and teaching. Thus, from the end of 1684 the group 
was to be called the Brothers of the Christian Schools. 2 The 
Brothers had to give up their families, secular positions and 
3 
even their own names, taking a religious name instead. They 
were truly committed and devoted to their work. 
First voxs.--It was on May 27, 1684, that la Salle and the 
twelve he had assembled took their vow of obedience for one year 
and put on the new habit. 4 The ceremony took place in the lit-
tle chapel of the house on New Street; each Brother had a copy 
of the vow1 which he had signed.
5 
The following year eight of the original twelve, as well 
6 
as la Salle, returned for the renewal of the vow. Nyel, one 
of the group in 1684, did not renew his vow, but instead re-
7 turned to Rouen. He had been directing the school at Laon for 
over two years, but, as usual, was eager to try new territory. 8 
Nyel's resumption of work at Rouen, and subsequent death there 
9 in 1687, marks his break with the story of la Salle. 
1. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 95. 
2. J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 134. 
3. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 10. 
4. w. J. Battersby, Pioneer, ..2.P.• cit., P• 54. 
5. J. Guibert 1 op. cit., p. 130. 
6. Georges Rigault, ..2.P.• cit., p. 20. 
7. J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 89. 
8. Armand Ravelet, ..!!.P.J~·• P• 70. 
9. J. Guibert, op. ci!., p. 142. 
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Laymen only as Brothers,--Since it was considered neces-
sary for all the great orders of the t.ime to have priests, la 
Salle wished to have one of his Brothers prepare for ordina-
tion,1 One of the finest men, Brother Henri l'Heureux, had 
been appointed but had proved unsuccessful as head of the In-
stitute in 1686, 2 La Salle had been forced to resume direction 
of the Institute at the insistence of his own superiors, and 
greatly to the relief of his community; they were happiest un-
der his experienced leadership, 3 Yet it was this Brother 
l'Heureux whom la Salle again chose, in 1690 0 to begin prepara-
tions for the priesthood, so as to have a priest in the com-
4 
mnnity who might also be able to succeed to its leadership, 
La Salle was to change his mind the following year, at the 
death of Brother Henri; he saw this event as the voice of di-
vine will against membership of other than laymen in the Order, 5 
It was finalhy, on june 7, 1694, at Vaugirard that the com-
munity declared the Brothers could never be priests or even 
aspire to the priesthood, 6 They were never to perform any of 
7 
the Church functions except to serve Low Mass. 
The great importance of this community, popularly known 
8 
now as the Christian Brothers, stems not only from its vital 
1. Brother Leo, .. Q..lh cit., p, 68, 
2, Edward A, Fitzpatrick, op. cit,, p. 130, 
3, J, Guibert, op. cit,, p, 153, 
4. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit,, p. 130, 
5. J, Gui bert , .ll.P..• cit, , p, 2 22, 
6, W, J, Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit,, p, 136, 
7, Brother Leo, op. cit,, p. 68, 
8, Mrs, R, F, Wilson, op. cit,, p, 81. 
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accomplishments but also from the fact that it represents the 
first effort of the Church, through la Salle, to organize free 
1 d . 1 e ementary e ucat1on. 
jJltitude of townspeople.--La Salle's new Institute was 
hardly welcomed by the people. He and his followers were still 
being publicly insulted on the streets by rude parents who pre-
ferred to defend disobedient pupils. 2 La Salle's relatives and 
friends criticized him even more for this conclusive step in 
3 
lowering his position. Yet the humble man silently accepted 
all abuses. He continued his duties and even performed unex-
pected ones, such as teaching classes himself. While a teacher 
was absent at the Saint James parish school, he gladly substi-
tuted as instructor, and also led the children to daily Mass. 4 
3. The Training of Teachers 
Novice teachers.--La Salle's main concern, as stated pre-
viously, was the thorough training of teachers. Those newly 
entered in the group participated in a retreat, during which 
they received religious and pedagogical preparation for their 
work, and afterward lived in the Brothers' community. 5 Often, 
though, a new teacher was called to assume a post only a few 
days after he had begun preparation, and la salle regretfully 
6 had to send him out before he was actually ready. 
1. Gabriel Compayr{, translated by Payne, op. cit., p. 258. 
2. J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 150. 
3. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 100. 
4. ~A., P• 100. 
s. J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 134. 
6. Ibid., p. 134. 
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Junior novit~.--When four young boys asked permission 
of la Salle to enter the group, the director decided to estab-
1 
lish a preparatory or junior novitiate. Managed by one of 
the elder Brothers, it admitted boys even as young as fourteen 
years of age, who lived in a separate section of the house. 2 
There these teaching aspirants received the proper religious 
and academic instruction and lived by rules similar to those 
3 
of the Brothers, in a separate section of the house. Their 
schedule, however, was suitable for their age group and so was 
4 less severe. Their appearance was unchanged except for the 
. 5 
addition of the collar and shorter ha~r. At sixteen or seven-
teen, if still desirous of teaching, they were admitted as mem-
6 bers of the Brothers• Institute and allowed to teach. The no-
vitiate lasted at Reims for two years, until 1688, when la Salle 
left for Paris; for lack of his guidance, the novitiate declined, 
and la Salle called the remaining boys to Paris. 7 However their 
immature behaviour there again caused the closing of the novi-
tiate, and it was not revived at Paris until 1835. 8 
Country teache~seminary.--Another demand soon required 
la Salle•s attention. The country schools, which offered only 
a humble position and small salary, had extreme difficulty in ob-
taining teachers. 9 These teachers also had to assume parochial 
1. Armand Ravelet, ~cit., p. 109. 
2. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 57. 
3. w. J• Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 57. 
4. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 88. 
i. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., P• 110. 
6. J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 137. 
7. Armand Ravelet, ~ cit., P• 110. 
8. Camion, ~ cit., pp. 26 and 27. 
9. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., P• 90. 
55 
as well as teaching duties, for they were considered assistants 
h 0 1 to t e pr~est. Since the low number of pupils required only 
2 
one teacher, la Salle had never sent a Brother to such schools. 
He had decided never to subject a member to difficulties en-
countered while trying to maintain the community life and spirit 
in circumstances of isolation from the group. 3 However, he did 
make an arrangement with country curates, so anxious to benefit 
4 
from the success of la Salle's work. He consented to train, 
free of charge, any young man sent by his country curate. 5 
Thus, in 1684, was established a third community at New Street, 
6 
called the Country Schoolmaster's Seminary. Its first group 
b d h . 7 num ere t J.rty. The segregated members wore their own clothes, 
black or brown, but in addition wore the neckband and shorter 
hair. 8 They were taught the three basic subjects, including 
French grammar, and religious principles, but. also the duties 
9 
of assistant to their priest. Their preparation finished, 
they had no more connection with the Institute, except at re-
treats; they 
10 
clerks. 
were ready to teach and to assist the curates as 
11 A few stayed on as Brothers. Host notable about 
the program is that these trainees also had practise teaching 
1. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit.., p. 286. 
2. J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 137. 
3. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 111. 
4. J. Guibert, op. cit., P• 137. 
s. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 287. 
6. ~., P• 286. 
7. J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 138. 
8. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 111. 
9. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 287. 
10. J. Guibert, ~--cit., p. 138. 
11. Ibid., P• 138. 
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under an experienced teacher in the free school next to the 
seminary.1 To la Salle, therefore, goes the honor of having 
2 
established the first real normal school. It preceded its 
3 State counterpart by one century. However such magnificent 
work was not to last. When la Salle left for Paris, in 1688 1 
the inexperience of his successor at the seminary caused it to 
decline. 4 In spite of la Salle's own attempts to revive it in 
Paris, he failed, probably because of shortcomings in his as-
sistants.5 The early death of the seminary makes it no less 
outstanding a contribution to the progress of education. 
1. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 287. 
2. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., P• 91. 
3. Armand Ravelet, ~cit., p. 112. 
4. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 289. 
s. ]. Guibert, op. cit., p. 139. 
57 
CHAPTER IV 
THE INSTITUTE AT PARIS 
1687-1695 
1. The Move to Paris 
1!£tors in the decision to move to Paris.--soon after la 
Salle had strengthened the foundations of his establishments 
in Champagne, he wished to carry on his work in Paris. The 
Institute could then become more solidly established as it 
acquired a national character in . 1 the cap1tal of France. 
There too the Institute could grow more easily if independent 
of the restraining forces at Reims. 2 
Of course la Salle had not forgotten his promise of sev-
' eral years past to Father de la Barmondiere to help restore 
the schools of Saint-Sulpice parish. 3 These schools had gradu-
ally dwindled in number until only one, that on Princess Street, 
remained. It was forced to accamndate more than two hundred 
students, who were taught by only one parish priest and his boy 
assistant. 4 La Salle's decision at last became crystallized in 
july, 1687 1 when he received a letter from his brother, Louis, 
1. w. j. Battersby, Pioneer, ..2.Ju. cit., p. XIV. 
2. j. Guibert, £UL~~·• PP• 163 and 164. 
3. A. Delaire, Saint Jean-Baptiste de la Salle, Imprimerie 
Lahure, Paris, 1900, p. 72. 
4. j. Guibert, op. cit., p. 164. 
5 
then at Saint-Sulpice. Father de la Barmondi~re had requested 
his brother to ask that la Salle send one of his teachers to 
Paris.1 Since he never sent only one teacher to a school, la 
Salle determined to go himself.2 He could not be talked out 
of it by his Archbishop, Monsignor le Tellier, who wished to 
found the Christian schools throughout his diocese. He offered 
la Salle assistance in establishing his schools in the diocese 
3 
on the condition that they would not be created elsewhere. 
Arrival at Paris.--La Salle remained firm, however, and 
with two Brothers arrived on foot in Paris on February 24, 
1688. 4 He had left affairs at Reims in charge of the capable 
Brother l'Heureux. 5 
&lementary education in Paris.--Elementary education in 
Paris seemed to be well organized. 
, 
The petites ecoles were 
under the direction of the Grand Chantre, who also managed 
the teachers• corporation. 6 The teachers, who depended on 
their income, resented competition from other types of schools, 
, . ·' such as the ecoles bu1ssonn1eres, whose teachers were not ap-
proved by the Grand Chantre. Competition came also from the 
University, which provided special college preparatory courses 
for young children. The Grand Chantre tried to lessen the 
popularity of these courses by extending the program of the 
1. J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 164. 
2. &dward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., P• 116. 
3. Camion, op. cit., p. 27. 
4. Father Garreau, ~p. cit., p. 68. 
s. A. Delaire, op. ci,., p. 72. 
6. J. Guibert, op. cit., PP• 167 and 168. 
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~ites e~oles beyond the previous age limit of nine years. 
He broadened the curriculum by including ancient languages 
and the humanities. Yet the rivalry between the two types of 
1 
schools never ended. 
Even more formidable enemies to the Grand Chantre were 
the writing-masters. This quarrel was actually taken to Par-
liament, which limited the writing instruction in the petites 
/ 2 
e coles. 
, 
The petites ecoles created another enemy for themselves by 
refusing to admit poor pupils. The Church then formed charity 
schools for them. It was not until 1699 that the Grand Chantre 
succeeded in reaching an agreement with the curates of the poor 
schools. The Grand Chantre received nominal command of the 
poor schools but the curates actually had direction of the tea-
chers and of any school problems. When la Salle came to Paris, 
3 the curates were even then in control of theschools. 
La Salle at Princess Street.--La Salle and the two Brothers 
immediately moved into the house on Princess Street in which 
4 the school was located. Unable to pay for good teachers, the 
schools, originally seven established by Olier in 1652, had 
declined. Only the school in Princess Street existed, and was 
. d. . 5 1n poor con 1t1on. Annexed to the school was a hosiery and 
1. ]. Guibert, op. cit., PP• 168 and 169. 
2. Mrs. R. F. Wilson,~~~., pp. 97-99. 
3. ]. Guibert, op. cit., PP• 170 and 171. 
4. w. ]. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 61. 
5. A. Delaire, ..Q..IL• cit., P• 75. 
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knitting factory, which helped to pay the school's expenses and 
gave part-time work and training to the pupils, 1 
La Salle was astonished to discover the absolute lack of 
system or schedule at the school, It was supposedly open from 
five to ten A.M. and from one to four P.M., yet pupils came and 
2 
went at all hours. 
Organization of the classes.--La Salle at once divided the 
enormous group into three smaller classes, giving one each to 
the two Brothers and the third to the original teacher, Abbot 
3 
Compagnon, What was once an uncontrollable mob of children 
soon became a much more attentive body of pupils who entered 
and left classes quietly. 4 Any discipline problems were left 
5 
to the Abbot. 
La Salle, as in his other schools, made religion and reli-
gious instruction the basis of the school programs and included 
6 
daily Masses for the pupils, He himself liked to visit the 
classes and to speak with the pupils about religion and conduct. 7 
' When de la Barmondiere visited the school and saw that some 
disorder still existed, he gave complete management of the school 
to la Salle and promised each Brother two hundred fifty pounds 
income, 8 This was to increase the rising jealousy which Compagnon 
1. Armand Ravelet, ~ cit., p, 127, 
2, ]. Guibert, op. cit,, p. 175, 
3, Father Garreau, ..2.P.J._ cit,, p. 68, 
4. Brother Leo, op. cit,, p. 81, 
5. J, Guibert, op. cit,, p, 176, 
6, Brother Leo 1 op. c~ •• p. 82, 
7. J, Guibert, .!Ul.L_Cit,, p. 176, 
8, Armand Ravelet, op. ci~ •• pp. 125 and 126, 
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felt toward la Salle.1 
La Salle introduced complete order into the school system. 
The school was to open and close at certain times. Those who 
2 
were late could not enter. 
As the number of pupils increased, one Brother became ex-
hausted from overwork. La Salle took his place and sent to 
Reims for more Brothers. 3 It was probably during this period, 
in 1688, that la Salle sent for Brother l'Heureux, to have him 
4 
prepare for ordination. 
When la Salle decreased the number of hours that pupils 
were allowed to work in the factory, Compagnon persuaded de la 
Barmondi~re that the factory was losing money. His scheme failed 
because la Salle sent for the Brother who knew the business and 
5 
could save the factory. La Salle actually maintained the fac-
' tory only out of deference to de la Barmondiere, who felt that 
it was sensible training 
6 
similar fields. 
for the pupils, who would soon be work-
ing in This school can therefore be considered 
the first of the trade schools established by the Brothers. 7 
~yel with Comp~gnon.--compagnon was by now so jealous 
that he began to slander la Salle, even declaring that the 
1 . d" . h 8 schoo s were ~n worse con ~t~on t an ever. 1 . \ De a Barmond~ere 
1. Camion, op. cit., p. 27. 
2. ]. Guibert, op. cit., p. 177. 
3. ~bid., P• 179. 
4. Ib:!,g., P• 179. 
5. Brother Leo, ~~it., p. 75. 
6. ]. Guibert, op. ~it., P• 178. 
7. Brother Leo, op. cit., p. 75. 
8. Camion, op. cit., P• 27. 
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himself was so deceived that he was about to dismiss the direc-
tor. La Salle in his customary fashion refused to answer his 
accuser, but by his calm, sincere behavior caused de la Bar-
mondi~re to change his mind. 1 An inspection of the school put 
an end to the quarrel and the malicious efforts of la Salle's 
rival. 2 
' Baudrand as parish priest.--De la Barmondiere was now ill 
and chose Baudrand to succeed him as priest of the Saint-Sulpice 
3 
parish. Baudrand, who since 1688 had been la Salle's spiritual 
director, assumed his position in January, 1689. 4 
School on Bac Street.--The already overcrowded school on 
Princess Street became even more so as children continued to 
flock to it. 5 Baudrand, who had observed with pleasure the 
growing improvement in the children under la Salle's care, 
wished to establish another school. Accordingly, after Bau-
drand had received a promise from the churchwardens to assure 
an income to the new Brothers, another school was opened in 
6 January, 1690. The two Brothers called from Reims also lived 
on Princess Street and increased the number of the community 
to five. 7 
, . 
Memo1re on the Habit.--It was at this time that Baudrand 
objected to the habit worn by the Brothers, for it was considered 
1. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., P• 65. 
2. Camion, op. cit., P• 28. 
3. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 130. 
4. Jo Guibert 1 op. cit., PP• 183 and 184. 
5. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., P• 131. 
6 0 J. Guibert, ~cit., pp. 184 and 185. 
7. w. J. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 66. 
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1 
strange by the people. He preferred the Brothers to wear the 
2 long cassock and cloak rather than their short robe and cloak. 
La Salle believed that the issue was of ~reat importance and 
should be settled permanently. He therefore carefully composed 
his 
, 
Memoire on the H'bit, in which he defended the costume of 
3 
his Institute. La Salle wished to distinguish the Brothers 
from priests as well as from laymen. To change the habit, 
used for the past five years, might even produce a growing in-
stability among the members of his Institute. Because of its 
peculiar characteristics it gave a special meaning and purpose 
to its wearers. The Brothers were not to wear the priestly 
habit because they had not studied to qualify for the priest-
hood. Indeed, they were forbidden to study beyond what was 
necessary to prepare for teaching. The shorter cloak, too, 
was warmer and more convenient for use in the cold schoolrooms 
as well as for travelling. 4 
Baudrand was displeased at la Salle's opposition. However, 
as a concession to Baudrand, la Salle resumed his former priestly 
garb while the Brothers kept their habit. 5 It is the same today 
6 
except that it is now almost floor-length rather than short. 
Opposition of the petites e'coles.--The opposition which la 
"' Salle next had to face came fromfue petites ecole~. Many of 
1. A. Delaire 1 .2Jl_,_g_i t • I p. 76. 
2. J. Guibert 1 ODo cit., p. 185. 
3. Martin Dempsey, 0];!11 cit., P• 65. 
4. J. Guibert 1 OJ;! I cit., PP• 186-195. 
5. A. Delaire 1 on. «ll·· P• 77. 
6. J. Guibert, 2R• cit., p. 188. 
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their pupils, who had to pay for instruction, had been lured to 
the Christian schools, which were free, This made a noticeable 
reduction in their already small classes.l The desperate tea-
chers then confiscated the furniture of the Christian schools 
2 
and subpoenaed la Salle and the Brothers, The Grand Chantre, 
Claude Joly, had the schools closed, 3 La Salle was so reluc-
tant to become involved in any hostilities that he even pre-
ferred to abandon his work in Paris, Yet Baudrand, who felt 
that his authority in his parish was bein~ attacked, forced la 
Salle to defend himself, 4 He appeared before Parliament and 
5 brilliantly defended his schools, which were then reopened. 
The jealous schoolmasters then left him in peace until 1699, 6 
The junior novitiate at Paris,--When la Salle called 
Brother l'Heureux to Paris, he appointed Brother Jean-Henri 
to succeed him as head of the community at Reims, 7 La Salle 
then entrusted Brother l'Heureux with the management of the 
Princess Street school, an act which incurred the jealousy of 
the other two Brothers, The first of these left in 1690, 8 and 
the second stayed longer, for the sole purpose of creating dif-
ficulties for the director, He finally departed, but not before 
actually striking la Salle, 9 
1, J, Guibert, ~~cit,, P• 197, 
2, Ibid,, P• 197, 
3, The Conduct of ~chools, translated by F, de la Fontainerie, 
~· cit,, p, 16, 
4, Ibid., P• 16, 
5, Martin Dempsey, op. cit,, P• 66, 
6, J, Guibert, op. cit,, p. 199, 
7, Ibid., P• 214. 
8, Ibid,, P• 214, 
9, Father Garreau, .2.P..o.....£i.!:•• P• 72, 
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La Salle soon discovered from the quality of new teachers 
called from Reims that the teachers' seminary and the junior 
novitiate were declining under the poor direction of Brother 
. 1 Jean-Henr~. In 1690 he transferred what remained of the 
2 junior novitiate to Paris, the better to guide them. He had 
the older members take the habit. 3 Against la Salle's wishes 
but at the request of the priest of the parish church, the 
others served the priest at Mass every morning. 4 Soon, however, 
the resultant lack of participation in community spirit and 
practises, as well as the new atmosphere of Paris, brou.~ht on 
them a feeling of indifference. In 1691 la Salle removed them 
from the church services, dismissed those no longer dedicated 
to their work, and gave the habit to those remaining. 5 
Sickness and death in the Institute.--La Salle soon fell 
gravely ill. 6 His bodily mortifications, fastin~, and over-
work did nothing to help an originally weak constitution. 
The seriousness of the illness led la Salle and the Brothers 
to believe that he was about to die. Yet la Salle again re-
vealed his inner strength as he slowly began to recover, to 
7 
the amazement of all. After six weeks, even before he had 
fully recovered, he rushed to the side of a dyin~ Brother at 
Laon, only to have him die in his arms. 8 
1. 
2. 
3 • 
4. 
s. 
6. 
7. 
s. 
A. De 1 ai re, ..!lll..t__£,;i t. , p. 9 5. 
The Conduct of Schools, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
op. cit., P• 17. 
J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 217. 
.J.bid., P• 217. 
Ibid. , p. 21 7. 
Father Garreau, ..214..cit., p. 72. 
Armand Ravelet, op. cit., pp. 137-139. 
J. Guibert, op. cit., P• 221. 
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Exclusion of priests from the Institute.--Even more griev-
ously did he receive the death of his beloved Brother l•Heureux, 
just before the Brother was to be ordained. 1 La Salle then de-
cided that priests were not meant to join the Institute, and he 
incorporated the two following principles into the community 
Rules: no Brother could ever be a priest or even aspire to the 
priesthood; the study of Latin was forbidden to any Brother, 
2 
for fear that he be tempted to enter another field of work. 
La Salle had realized that having priests in the Institute 
could result in jealousy and conflict, and possibly scorn for 
h h bl k f h . 3 t e more um e tas o teac ~ng. These two rules would pre-
vent such situations. 
2. Vaugirard 
Exhaustion~_Brothers.--By early 1691 the Princess Street 
school had four teachers in four classes totalling three hun-
dred pupils; the school on Bac Street included two teachers and 
d .1 4 two classes of one hundre twenty pup~ s. These few Brothers 
were overburdened with work and desperately in need of rest. 
La Salle was naturally concerned with their health and felt 
that a house in the country would bring the needed improvement. 5 
He might also use it for retreats and reunions, as well as for 
the new location of the novitiate. 6 
1. Mrs.R. F. Wilson, o~• cit., P• 106. 
2. Martin Dempsey, oa. cit., P• 72. 
3. Armand Rave let, o~. cit., P• lQ. 
4. ]. Guibert, og. cit., p. 199. 
s. w. ]. Battersby, Pioneer, ORs cit., P• 126. 
6. J. Guibert, ORI c~t., p. 225. 
6 
Housft __ i!!__V_augirard.--La Salle selected a house at Van-
girard and rented it in September, 16~1. 1 There the exhausted 
Brothers restored their health, and the rest all came to par-
ticipate in a retreat, during which lay teachers, formerly at 
2 the seminary, replaced the Brothers in Champagne. 
The ~.--La Salle wished to make provisions to ensure 
continuation of the Institute under any conditions. There-
fore on November 21, 1691, he and two of his most capable Bro-
thers, Nicolas Vuyart and Gabriel Drolin, took a vow. They 
promised to devote their lives to the Institute, whatever the 
circumstances. They would work together even if they were to 
3 become the only three left and had to beg alms. Vuyart was 
later to prove a traitor, in 1705. 4 
During the retreat, which lasted several months, la Salle 
ordered all Brothers to write to him each month for guidance. 
In that way he could keep informed of their progress and prob-
5 
lems. His busy schedule became still more crowded as over 
the years he answered the growing number of letters. 6 La 
Salle's answers to the Brothers were ,frank. In one he tells 
a Brother that he is too proud and doesn't practise virtue. 
He should mortify himself more. 7 
1. ]. Guibert, op. cit., P• 225. 
2. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 111. 
3. w. ]. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 127. 
4. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 135. 
s. w. ]. Battersby, Letters, op. cit., p. XIX. 
6. Ibid., P• XIX. 
7. ]. Guibert, ~~cit., P• 230. 
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The new novitiate.--For the last four years hardly any 
new members had applied to join the Institute, 1 When several 
new applicants appeared, la Salle determined to establish a 
novitiate to give them even more thorough training than the 
others had received, 2 However Baudrand, who was already sup-
porting all the Brothers at Paris, felt that he could not bear 
3 
this added expense, Paul Godet des Marais, classmate of la 
Salle at Saint-Sulpice and now Bishop of Chartres, spoke in his 
4 favor to Baudrand and to the Archbishop of Paris, The latter 
approved of the saint's work and gave la Salle's group recogni-
5 
tion as a religious community, Baudrand was then persuaded 
to help and in September, 1692, the new novitiate was opened, 6 
In November five novices received the habit, 7 
The serving Brothers.--Until then the Brothers had done all 
the necessary manual labor as well as teaching, La Salle con-
sidered this arrangement harmful to the work of the schools and 
inconvenient for the teachers, Therefore in 1692 he established 
a new kind of member of the Institute, the servin~ Brother, de-
voted to the manual work of the community,S The others could 
then be free to dedicate themselves entirely to teaching and 
its associated duties, 
1. Camion, op. ci~ •• P• 30, 
2, A, Delaire, ~ cit,, p, 99, 
3, Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 149, 
4. J, Guibert, op, cit,, P• 234, 
5. 1Jle Conduct of Schools, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
op, cit,, p, 20, 
6, J, Guibert, op. cit., P• 234, 
7, Armand Ravelet, op, cit., p, 149, 
8, J, Guibert, ~cit,, p. 236, 
69 
Conditions at Vaugirarg.--The Brothers took great pleasure 
in leaving the closed-in quarters at Princess Street to visit 
Vaugirard on Thursdays and weekends. There they could refresh 
themselves physically and spiritually. 1 It did not matter to 
them that the house had no furniture and was open to wind, rain, 
2 
and snow. They slept only on straw, and were at all times with-
out heat. The lack of any fire even for cooking forced them to 
depend on whatever provisions they could procure from the school 
on Bac Street. Since the food there also consisted of left-
overs donated by the Saint-Sulpice community, it can be guessed 
how unpretentious the meals must have been at Vaugirard. 3 If, 
as sometimes happened, the Brother returning from this daily 
trip was robbed by thieves, those at Vaugirard had not even 
this humble meal to look forward to. 4 
Novices.--In 1692 there had been twelve novices at Vaugi-
rard. The famine of the following year attracted some who 
wished only a secure way of life. These, as well as the ones 
attracted out of curiosity, stayed only a short time; the sche-
dule was too rigorous for those not devoted to the work. 5 By 
1695 1 however, there were in the novitiate thirty-five ardent 
6 
candidates, of whom only two came from the lower classes. 
The willingness of the formerly wealthy youn~ men to sacrifice 
their lives of ease proved well enou~h how sincere they were. 
1. Father Garreau, op. cit., p. 76. 
2. Ibid. 1 P• 76. 
3. JOt~., P• 76. 
4. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., P• 113. 
5. Armand Ravelet 1 ~· cit., p. 154. 
6. ]. Guibert, op. cit., P• 243. 
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The famine of 1693.--During the winters of 1693 and 1694 
a terrible famine struck Paris. 1 La Salle thought it wise to 
return to the Princess Street house where conditions mi~ht be 
slightly easier during the winter. 2 Even so, there were days 
3 
without any food for the Brothers. In 1694, when food was 
again more plentiful, la Salle moved most of the Brothers and 
novices back to Vaugirard and left nine of them at Paris to 
4 mana~e the schools. 
The first perpetual v~~.--For the past ten years the 
Brothers had taken only temporary vows of obedience and stabi-
5 
lity, to last for three years at most. Finally they begged 
la Salle to be allowed totake permanent vows, so as to be even 
d . d' h' 6 more eterm~ne ~n t e~r purpose. La Salle then chose twelve 
of his most dependable followers and on june 6, 1694, they and 
their leader vowed to dedicate themselves permanently to their 
work, even if they had to beg alms. 7 Only six of the thirteen 
proved faithful. 8 
F~ilure ~~A attempt to resign.--La Salle still pre-
ferred to obey rather than to lead, and took this opportunity 
to try to prove to the twelve Brothers the wisdom of his re-
signing in favor of a Brother. 9 He pointed out that they should 
1. A. Delaire, op. cit., P• 102. 
2. w. j. Battersby, P;i.oneer, op. cit., P• 127. 
3. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, ..l?.lt• cit., P• 116. 
4. Armand Ravelet, ~cit., p. 156. 
i. j. Guibert, op. cit., P• 253. 
6. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 77. 
7. A. D&laire, ..Q..P.. cit., p. 107. 
a. j. Guibert, op. cit., p. 255. 
9. Martin Dempsey, ..l?.lt• cit., p. 78. 
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provide for the possibility of his dyin~ soon by electing a new 
Superior now. The new director, he stated, should not be a 
priest, who would not be close to the work, but should, rather, 
be one of them. A priest, too, mi~ht be tempted to have as many 
Superiors as there were schools, and thus weaken the unity of 
the Order. It could result in the entrance of salaried teachers, 
thereby abolishing the purpose of free Christian schools for 
non-paying poor children. 1 
The Brothers asserted that there would be time enough after 
la Salle's death to elect a successor. Even after voting twice, 
they were all determined that la Salle should continue his leader-
2 
ship. There was nothing la Salle could do to chan.~e their minds. 
Yet because of the wisdom of his reasonin~, on June 7, 1694, they 
established the rule that the Superior was henceforth to be cho-
sen from among the Brothers; that is why la Salle is never con-
sidered as a Superior but only as the founder of the Institute. 3 
Fi~~ial crisis.--At the beginning of 1695, Baudrand de-
cided that the seven hundred pounds yearly rent for the Brothers' 
Princess Street house was too burdensome. 4 Leaving la Salle to 
pay the previous year's amount, he declared that in the future 
the Institute would have to be responsible for it. It was per-
haps during this crisis that la Salle procured one thousand 
5 
crowns from a relative at the court of Versailles. La Salle's 
1. ]. Guibert, op. cit., PP• 257-259. 
2. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 160. 
3. A. Delaire, ~. cit., p. 109. 
4. ]. Guibert, .2R• cit., P• 251. 
5. Ibid., P• 252. 
, .. 
resourcefulness won the curate over, and he soon reassumed res-
1 ponsibility for the rent, 
The Rules,--La Salle now began to set down in writing the 
rules for the way of life he had established for the Brothers 
over the past fifteen years. 2 There is an extant copy of 1705 
at Avignon, entitled Comrng1LJ\u1es of the Institute of ~he BrQ-
therJ!_...Q..f thE!.__Christj.an Schools, 3 After the resignation of la 
Salle, a few years before his death, the Rules were modified, 
but even their present day form adheres closely to the origi-
4 
nal. Except for changes concerning the organizational system, 
the additional vows, and the change of rulin~ in 1923 about 
teaching Latin, the Rules are still basically as la Salle wrote 
5 
them, Before settin,~ them down in final form, la Salle had 
consulted the judgment of three 
Paris, 6 as well as the opinions 
superiors of communities at 
7 
of the Brothers, 
The purpose of the Institute as stated in Article I is to 
provide free Christian education for poor children, The Bro-
thers were to be laymen but devoted to their religion, They 
must read a section of the New Testament each day, The educa-
tion of these children of poor and working parents was to be 
based on instilling in them devotion to the Christian reli~ion 
for their salvation, 8 
1, J, Guibert, op, ci~., P• 252, 
2, Camion, ~--cit,, P• 32, 
3, Edward A, Fitzpatrick, op. cit,, p. 150, 
4. Ibid., P• 151, 
5, Jlbid,, Po 153, 
6, J, Guibert, .£.P..J, cit,, p, 266, 
7, Mrs, R, F, Wilson, op. c~~ •• P• 120, 
8, Martin Dempsey, op, cit,, pp, 95-97, 
Young men could become novices at sixteen or even younger 
but could not take any vows until after they had experienced 
the sort of life they would have to accept. 1 Brothers under 
twenty-five could take vows for three years, to be renewed 
2 
yearly. None could take perpetual vows unless he had first 
taken vows for three years. Prerequisite to taking any vows 
were two years in the Society, one year in the Novitiate, and 
one year teaching in the schools. 3 
There were five vows: poverty, by which is meant that 
they own nothing and accept nothing without permission from the 
Superior; chastitv; obedience to the Superior, the directors, 
and the Institute; stability, to be achieved by remaining in 
the Society for the length of time promised; free tea~hing, to 
produce a Christian and educated child, and to accept no gift 
4 
or pavment from any child or his parents. 
The Superior General was to be elected in a General Chap-
ter of members and delegates from several houses. He held 
5 
office for life. 
Every branch house was to have a Brother Director appointed 
by the Superior General, to whom he looked for authority. 6 
Once a year each house was to be visited by a Brother cho-
sen by the Superior, to whom he would make a report. 7 
1. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 126. 
2. Ibid. 1 P• 126. 
3. Ibid., p. 127. 
4. Martin Dempsey, ~~!!·• p. 99. 
5. Ibid., P• 99. 
6. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 128. 
7. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 100. 
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Each Brother was to write at least every two months to the 
Superior, to serve as a check against misrule by the 
The daily schedule as fixed by the Rul~ is: 2 
. 1 D1rectors. 
4:30 A.H. Arise (In England and Ireland, the Brothers 
3 
arise at 5:30 A.M. and retire at 10:15 P.M. ). 
5:00 Pray and read the subject for meditation. 
6:00 Attend Mass. Read, write, or study the Gate-
chism, depending on directions received. Pre-
pare school exercises. 
7:15 Breakfast, accompanied by reading from jlh~ CoA-
.d.!!tl• Prayer. 
8:00- Morning session of school. Children are taken 
11:00 
11:30 
11:45 
to Mass also, at 10:00 A.M. 
Examination of conscience. 
Dinner, with reading. Recreation. 
1:00 P.H. Prayer. 
1:30-5:00 Afternoon session of school. 
4:00-4:30 Catechism is taught to the children. 
4:30 The children repeat the evening prayer and sing 
some verses of a hymn. They are dismissed. The 
Brothers then assemble to examine their conscience 
for faults committed durin~ school hours. Gate-
chism is studied if time remains. 
---------------------
1. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 100. 
2. Mrs. R. F. Wilson,~· ci~ •• pp. 129-131. 
3. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., pp. 100 and 101. 
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5:30 Bell rings for spiritual reading, which is 
followed by mental prayer. Reading must be-
gin with half a page of the New Testament, 
read while the Brothers are on their knees. 
6:00 Mental prayer for one half-hour, followed by 
confession to one another of any faults com-
mitted during the day. 
6:30 Supper. The mid-day and evening meals are 
accompanied by readin,'( from the Old and New 
Testaments, the Lives_.JtLJhe_Sain't§., or the 
Imitat~on of J~sus Christ. Recreation. 
8:00 Catechism is studied for one half-hour. 
8:30 Evening prayers in the oratory, followed by 
reading of the subject for the next day's 
meditation. 
9:00 Bell rings for retirement to the dormitory. 
9:15 Lights are out. 
Thus, the portion of time for each activity is: sleep, 
seven and one-half hours; prayer and religious exercises, four 
hours; school, six and one-half hours; 
meals and recreation, two and one-half 
private 
1 hours. 
study, two hours; 
Sundays were devoted to services and teaching of the Cate-
2 
chism, with extra time for recreation. 
---------------
1. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 101. 
2. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, ~~., p. 131. 
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There could be no physical mortifications with such a ri-
~orous schedule. Thus, the Brothers observe only the Friday 
Abstinence and the recognized fast days. Mortification was 
spiritual and came from within. 1 
The Brothers could communicate with outside people only 
when absolutely necessary and by permission of the Director. 
They were to pay and receive as few visits as possible and 
2 
form no friendships. Only brotherly love could be shown to 
3 
any other person. 
The only possessions permitted a Brother were to be copies 
of the New Testament and the _!mi..tatJ&n_ of Jesus _Q.h_rJJiJ;., a rosary 
and a small pocketbook. These were given each Brother during 
4 
his novitiate. 
No act was to be performed without permission, so as to en-
sure doing the Will of God, the final purpose of the Institute. 5 
La Salle included discussions on the exercises and piety; 
mental mortifications; the conduct of a Brother toward others; 
recreation; holidays; the vows; silence; modesty; regularity, 
and other virtues; care of the sick; travelling; writing letters; 
schedules for every kind of day, such as school days and feast 
days; retreats; examination of conscience; the conduct of schools; 
6 
and all aspects of the life of the Brothers. The Col~ection ~~ 
---------------
1. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., pp. 101 and 102. 
2. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 132. 
3. Ibid., P• 132. 
4. Martin Dempsey, ..!lP.• cit., p. 102. 
5. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, SRL_Cit., P• 133. 
6. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., pp. 154-157. 
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Different Little Practises in Use by_tpe Broth~rs of the C~~is-
~ian SchQ~, consisting of two hundred pages and printed in 
1707 at Avignon, contains some of the above topics and further 
1 
comments en the qualities needed in a Brother. It is actually 
considered a companion to the ]lules. 
By the time of his death la Salle had written approximately 
two hundred Heditations, each concerning a saint or a passage 
from the Gospel, with comments on it, applying it to the life 
of the Brothers. Also for the Brothers' guidance he wrote A 
li~thod of Menta_l Praye:r and used the method therein for the 
2 
training of his novices. 
Recreation, as defined by la Salle, consisted of conversa-
tion amon~ the Brothers. 3 It was severely limited, however, 
and required the Brother Director's permission. There was to 
be no talk about others unless it was complimentary; no mention 
of one's past family or of news about the world. It could be 
carried on only in a low voice and could concern itself only 
4 
with serious, Godly matters. 
The Brothers might be laymen but even so, they had to 
accept and perform the activities of a Brother with just as 
much devotion to their religion as those who were ordained. 
The demanding severity of the schedule has allowed only the 
most dedicated to enter the Order. 
-------------
1. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 154. 
2. w. ]. Battersby, Pioneer, op. c~~., p. 68. 
3. j. Guibert, op. cit., P• 267. 
4. Father Garreau, ~· cit., pp. 85 and 86. 
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f.Q.p_ulmty of. la Salle at Vaud:.:lJcrJ!.--La Salle and his 
community attracted many visitors, who came to Vau~irard for 
advice or for retreat, or just out of admiration for the 
1 
saint and his work. Those who stayed for a period of time 
had to follow the Vaugirard schedule and eat the same unpre-
tentious food. Among the most illustrious and frequent guests 
were la Salle's old friend des Marais, the Bishop of Chartres, 
and Louis Marie Gri~non de Montfort. The latter was a student 
at Saint-Sulpice and an admirer of la Salle; later he was to 
aid charity schools in western France. 2 
Other wri tin..g_s _ _!_t_ Vaugirard. --While at Vaugirard la Salle 
also found time to write The Rules __ .Q.:f...J~hri_l!.tian Behavior and 
Th~ .. Dut_ie_'L.Q.._t..-!.....Q.ILJ;:i_s_j;_:i.JUh companion pieces to his best known 
3 book, ~Conduct_ of SchQ._ols. According to the Jt\.ctionnair~ 
, . . ~ pedagog1e, wr1tes Guibert, The Rules of Chris~ian B~~Lavior 
was often published, and the main cities of France printed 
their own special editions. 4 It must have been difficult for 
a person to follow these rules, for they cover every possible 
action in life. The reader was even admonished not to turn 
often in bed lest he give the impression of being restless and 
unsure of which side to lie on. 5 
Of greatest importance, however, was his Condui~~-~ 
_, 
Ecoles. As with the ~les. la Salle began to collect and write 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
s. 
J. Guibert, .Q_P_.__<;_it., p. 271. 
Ibid., P• 271. 
w. J. Battersby, Pi~e_x, ~_ci~., p. 133. 
Loc. cit.,/.. 269. 
G. Compayr , translated by Payne, op. cit., p. 270. 
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down the advice and opinions which he had given his teachers 
during the years. He improved them by constantly revisinP,; 
them. 1 The single manuscript copy which he composed in 1695 
was made available by him to the novitiate for study. 2 It was 
3 
first printed in 1720 at Avignon. 
There is some ~eneral guidance in teachin~ to be found in 
la Salle's letters, in the Rules, and in his M~~tations for 
Jlle_Jllme o~ Retreat, 4 but the complete educational pro~ram and 
schedule which he established are in his C~~~uct. The book is 
based on his experiences and the advice he solicited from his 
5 
teachers. La Salle's system of education, as set down in the 
book, perhaps establishes him as the first to organize ele-
mentary school teaching scientifically. 6 It would then be 
" logical to state, as Compayre does, that la Salle and his tea-
chers represent the Catholic origin of elementary teaching. 7 
Thus, the importance of ..T_qe Conduct of Schools requires that 
it be fully discussed. The next chapter will therefore be de-
voted to this most influential of the works of la Salle. 
---------------
1. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, !ia'!Rt cit., P• 144. 
2. The Confll\g_t__ of .schools, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
Oil· cit., P• 34. 
3. G. Compayre~\ translated by Payne, ORt cit., p. 262. 
4. ]. Guibert, OJ! I cit., P• 201. 
5. A. Delaire, OR• cit;., p. so. 
6. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, Qllo ci:t., P• 10. 7. Loc. cit., translated by Payne, P• 113. 
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CHAPTER V 
THE CONDUCT OF TH~ CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
1. Divisions of the Book 
Edition of 1720.--In the preface to the first edition, 
that of 1720, la Salle wrote that the book consisted of three 
sections. The first dealt with all that took place during 
school hours; the second concerned the maintenance of order; 
and the third treated of the duties of the Inspector of 
Schools, the responsibilities of trainers of teachers, the 
qualities necessary in a teacher, and of certain rules for 
the students. La Salle stated that Part Three was meant only 
1 
for the Brothers Directors and trainers of teachers. It is 
therefore not included in the 1720 edition. 2 Teachers were 
enjoined to read the book often, so that they would conduct 
classes exactly as la Salle prescribed. 3 
Purpose of the Institute.--The Institute and all that is 
contained in the book are centered around the single purpose 
of la Salle's work. It is defined in his statement about the 
spirit of the Institute, which "consists of an ardent zeal to 
teach children and to raise them in fear of God. 114 When this 
is kept in mind, the organization of the school program and 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
~~~n~uct_ojl~-~hool~, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
op. cit., p. 49. 
Edward A. Fitzpatrick, ~~i!·• p. 145. 
The __ co_ll.<!_uct_of S~hoQ._ls, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
~·-:>9_i..!., p. 49. ' , 
Abbe Faillon, S~r l'Ob~igation gu'ont ~~y-~es~s __ Ec~ieA 
Chrltiennes, Lithographe Merckel, Paris, 1880, p. 16. 
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its provisions for the study and practise of religion will seem 
logical. For every action of the teacher is planned with aware-
ness of the presence of God; every pupil is to be taught to live 
his religion at all times. 
The Parish School u an influence.--Martin Dempsey and other 
writers say that la Salle was to some extent influenced by The 
Paris~_Jlchool when he wrote his manua1. 1 Yet the book consists 
basically of la Salle's ideas, and it is intended to be a prac-
tical manual on the management of his own school system, rather 
2 
than a treatise on the theories of education. 
2. First Part 
Ent~ring and Beginning Sc~ool.--LaSalle in the very first 
paragraph establishes the opening hours of school: at seven-thirty 
in the morninr, and at one in the afternoon. 3 The pupils must not 
be 
to 
noisy while assembling but must serve as models of politeness 
4 passers-by. One of the most reliable pupils is to be assigned 
by the Head Teacher or Inspector of Schools to report secretly to 
the teacher any boy's misconduct at 
s 
this time. ' . Compayre d:LSap-
proves of this action, which he calls "mutual espionage. 11 6 
On entering, so quietly as not to be heard, the boys re-
move their hats, take holy water and make the sign of the cross. 
Aware at all times of the presence of God, they approach the 
1. Loc. _cit., p. 106. 
2. w. j. Battersby, RLo~~-~. ~J_sjt., p. 89. 
3. The Co~u~Jl of Schoo~, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
op. cit;., p. so. 
4. Jlbid., P• SO. 
S. Ibiq., P• 5}• 
6. G. Compayre, translated by Payne, suto_sit;., p. 276. 
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center of the room and bow before the crucifix and greet the 
teacher, if he is present, This is followed by a prayer to 
the Virgin, in kneeling position, They then rise, bow to the 
crucifix, greet the teacher, and take their seats, Absolute 
silence must prevail during these observances and durin~ the 
reading of the Catechism, which is done until the teacher en-
1 
ters, Those who cannot read will occupy themselves with pro-
nouncing: ve r.x softly the 
directed by an appointed 
alphabet 
. 2 pupl.l, 
and syllables from charts, 
The teacher will not enter 
until all pupils are present, He will observe the same reli-
gious ceremonies as those of the pupils. 3 The pupils, who have 
stood up at his entering the room, will be seated when he takes 
his place, Before school begins, the teachers will silently read 
4 
the New Testament, and then promptly at eight will start the 
school day, 5 The Reciter of Prayers will say the prayers aloud, 
joined by the others, who are kneeling with arms crossed and 
eyes lowered, Grace before and after the morning meal will be 
in Latin, and for the afternoon meal will be in French, 
During the_J.llJLa]._s_,-- After the two meals pupils with any 
remaining bread are to put it into a basket for the poorest 
among them, De la Fontainerie mentions that althou~h it is 
1, Th~Con_duct of Schools, translated by F, de la Fontainerie, 
op, cJJ:.,, p, 52, 
2, Ibid,, p, 52, 
3, Ibid,, p. 53, 
4, Ibiq,, P• 53, 
5, Ibid,, p. 54, 
6, Ibid,, p, 55, 
no longer done, it was an appropriate .gesture for the more 
1 
difficult times of the seventeen-ch century. Even in the pro-
cess of eatin.<', the pupils are hard at work on religious stu-
dies, reciting either the prayers, the Rosary, the Catechism, 
or the responses of the Mass. These recitations are arranged 
2 
according to the pupils' level of study. 
Divisi~n into gr~.--La Salle djvides the students into 
nine grades of instruction based on reading and writing. 3 The 
nine grades, in terms of what is taught, are: first, the table 
of the alphabet; second, the table of syllables; third, the 
primer; fourth, the second book for spelling and readin.<' by 
syllables; fifth, the same second book, 11 in which those who 
know how to spell perfectly will begin to read"; sixth, the 
third book for learninr to read with pauses; seventh, the 
Psalter; eighth, the book on Christian civility; and ninth, 
the writing of letters.
4 
All but the first two grades are 
further divided into three sections of be"inners and those 
still not ready for p~omotion; those making good progress; and 
those who do the best work. The eighth rrrade will have only 
5 
two sections, of the good and the better pupils. La Salle em-
phasizes that each section will have its own location in the 
6 
school, but that all students of one grade will work on the 
same lessons. The length of each class cannot be determined 
1. Ibi~., P• 36. 
2. Ibid., PP• 56-62. 
3. Ibid., P• 62. 
4. Ib~., PP• 62 and 63. 
5. I~iq., p. 63. 
6. ]Lbid., p. 63. 
because of the varying number of pupils in each class. Only 
the Brother Director or Inspector of Schools can decide on the 
time to give to each lesson in each class. 
Students in one grade will all have the s arne book, and 
the teacher will begin with the poorest student workin.~ on the 
easiest material and advance to the most difficult material for 
the best students. 
~havior -~ring classep.--While classes are in session, 
the teacher will either sit down or stand before his seat, 
moving about the room only in case of necessity. 1 They are to 
be serious and modest at all times: never indulging in laugh-
2 
ter or any other action which could excite the pupils. Even 
during recitations the pupils must be seated, with hands crossed 
if they are reading aloud. Otherwise they sit erectly with the 
books in their hands. To discourage inattentiveness the teacher 
is to call unexpectedly on the offenders and punish them, or 
3 
call several times on the same person. Pupils have to remove 
their hats at the beginning of the lesson and put them on after 
the first time they read. If they have to read several times, 
they must remove their hats for each reading and then replace 
4 
them. 
Pro~tion.--It is not the teachers but the Brother Direc-
tor or the Inspector of Schools who ultimately decides on who 
1. Ibid., p. 64. 
2. Ibid., P• 65. 
3. .!lli•, P• 66. 
4. Ibid., P• 66. 
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is to be promoted, either to an advanced grade or to an ad-
vanced section of the grade. 1 Promotions made at the same are 
end of each month, and the teachers mark with a pin the names 
2 
on the class list of those who are to be promoted. Promotion 
is thus based not on the wasteful, rigid method of advancin . ; 
each year from grade to grade but on the pupil's own ability 
and rapidity of advancement in ea~h subject. 
Some pupils, however, might be kept back because they are 
too young or because it is advisable to leave a few able ones in 
3 
each section for encouragement and as an example to others. 
Those who must stay back must be informed very ~ently, and per-
haps be given a special responsibility such as being Head of 
the Class. 4 
The alphabet and syllables.--Pupils who are not yet able 
to read will not use the reading book until they are able to 
spell two- and three-letter syllables. La Salle then des-
cribes the positions of the charts and positions of the pupils' 
5 benches. The end of Part Two, under the topic of school furni-
ture 1 contains models of the charts for Arabic numberals, Roman 
6 
numerals, and for vowels and consonants. 
Detailed instructions are given for the method of reading 
7 
the alphabet. The teacher should correct "bad accents pecu-
liar to the locality" and 11ae a pointer during the chart lessons. 8 
1. .!bid •• PP• 66 and 67. 
2. ..!.!li,g •• P• 67. 
3. .!J?j.A, •• P• 68 • 
4. ..!J!!_q •• P• 68 • 
s. Ibid., PP• 69 and 70. 
6. 
.ill.\l·. PP• 227-229 • 
7. Ibid., PP• 70-72. 
a. Ibid., P• 73. 
8E 
The pronounciation of syllables is thoroughly discussed, 
1 
with emphasis on the difficulties of s, £ and~· 
It is to la Salle's credit that his alphabet method of 
teaching reading, and learning to write from copybook models 
2 
were widely used by the end of the nineteenth century, 
1'..!J._e readi_ng books,--When the pupils have mastered the 
3 
syllable chart, they go on to the first book, the primer, 
It contains French syllables and a few words, The assignment 
will usually consist of two pages per lesson, Each of these 
beginners will have a more advanced partner to help him become 
familiar with the work, The primer is to be used only for 
spelling, not for reading, the syllables. La Salle intends 
that the pupils shall understand the difficulties of pronounc-
ing in French and to insure this, holds the teachers respons-
ible for knowing his treatise on pronounciation, 4 
The next book, which la Salle considers the first book, 
is to be a continuous narrative, but is again to be used only 
for spelling syllables and not for raading, 5 The assignment 
is one page per lesson, and each pupil will spell about three 
lines, if there is enough time during class, The syllables 
will now be pronounced as they appear in words, not as sound 
6 
in isolation, 
1. Ibid,, P• 73, 
2, Edward A, Fitzpatrick, op, cit,, p, 378, 
3, !he Conduc_t;__of Schools, translated by F, de la Fontainerie, 
op, cit,, p, 74, 
4, Ibid,, p, 74, 
5, Ibid,, p, 75, 
6, Ibiq,, p, 75, 
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1 
The second book, containing Christian instruction, is 
for those who spell perfectly. 2 It is ~o be used both by 
pupils who will spell and read by syllables, and by those who 
have graduated to just reading by syllables. Pupjls who must 
do both will spell in the morning and read by syllables in the 
f Th h d "11 d f" . 1" h 3 a ternoon. ose w o rea w1 o Jve or s1x 1nes eac • 
The third book will be chosen by the various Brothers 
Directors and the Brother Superior of the Institute in each 
. 4 
commun1ty. Those using this book will learn to read by sen-
tences, with the proper pauses for commas and periods. Two 
or three pages per assignment are to be ~iven, so as to cover 
a section or a complete chapter. Pupils will recite from 
eight to fifteen lines, depending on their stage of advance-
ment. These pupils will also learn all the rules of French 
pronounciation, including liaison, and the reco~nition of 
vowels and consonants. In addition, they will learn the uses 
of punctuation, abbreviations, accents, numerals (both kinds), 
5 
all from charts on the wall. This material will be taught 
during two one-half hour periods each week. 6 
The read:lng of Latin.--Latin will be taught bythe Psalter 
only to those who read French perfectly. Here again there are 
divisions: the be:~inners, who read only by syllables; the 
intermediates, who will begin to read with pauses; and the 
1. Ib:j,_d,. 1 P• 76. 
z. Ibid., P• 76. 
3. Ibid., P• 77. 
4. Ibid., P• 78. 
s. 
.lli.i!·' P• 79. 6. Ibid., P• 79. 
8! 
1 
advanced, who read perfectly with pauses. The first two 
~roups will be in the same class. These three ~roups will 
also study vowels and numerals. 2 
Pupils who have advanced to the writing class will read 
Latin in the morning and French in the afternoon. But only 
those in the third section of Latin can begin to learn writing. 
It is also at this time that they will begin to read la Salle's 
book on Christian Civility, 3 but only during mornings. 
4 
Assign-
ments will consist of a chapter or division. 
Man~~.--When pupils have graduated to the fourth 
section of round-hand writing or are beginning the third sec-
tion of slanting writing, they will be taught to read papers 
written by hand, man us cripts. 5 These include writs and or re-
ceipts. Manuscript reading, as it is called, is to be done 
twice a week, with pupils reciting in turn to the teacher. 6 
tory statement to the directions on writin,~ 1 la Salle states that 
pupils should know how to read both French and Latin before they 
can learn to write. Or if any have attained their twelfth year 
without knowing how to write, they may begin writing when they 
are in the first Latin class. For such pupils probabl~' will leave 
school shortly and should have some knowledge of writing. 7 
------
1. 
.!.!l.i!i • ' P• so. 2. Ibid., P• 81. 
J. 
.!!till·' P• 81. 
4. Ibid., P• 82. 
5. Ibid., P• 82. 
6. llis., P• 83. 
7. Ibi!l.., P• 84. 
8! 
This ruling brings up the matter of la Salle's stand on 
the teaching of French and Latin in the elementar~· schools. 
As mentioned before, la Salle remembered distastefully having 
to plod through the difficult Latin grammar of Despauteras. 
Others besides la Salle were concerned with the question of 
ul . 1 the vernac ar versus Lat1n. Everywhere there was evolving 
a strong movement in favor of the use of the vernacular. This 
resulted from the spread of new learning, particularly in sci-
ence and mathematics. The earlier advent of printin~ and the 
1 h f h d l 'b . d . 2 ater growt o t e newspaper an 1 rar1es encourage 1t. 
There has always existed the question of whether la Salle 
was influenced to teach French rather than Latin through tl-te 
influence of the Port-Royal schools, which also preferred to 
teach the vernacular. Some authorities believe that tbe policy 
of these schools did influence la Salle. However, Battersby 
does not believe so, particularly since the Port-Royal schools 
had been out of existence for thirty-five ~rears when la Salle 
wrote his Q.onQ..l!_ct. In addition, these schools mi.ijht not have 
interested la Salle because they educated members of the upper 
3 
class. La Salle believed above all that education should pre-
pare his students for later life. 4 In that case his charges, 
1. w. J. Battersby, Pioneer, ~ cit., p. 87. 
2. Jl~~A., pp. 87 and 88. 
3. Ib:&g., p. 85. 
4. Brother Leo, £UL~Cit., P• 87. 
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whose period of schooling would be short and who would certainly 
not be entering the world of people using Latin, should learn 
the language which they would use during their Uves: l French. 
Mem~~~rul~on ~~~h.--La Salle's friend the Bishop of 
Chartres disapproved of teaching reading in French. 2 It was 
for him that la Salle wrote his ~morandum~n French (1702), 
stating the reasons for his method. It is now lost, but 
Battersby quotes la Salle's biographer Blain on the reasons 
in favor of the vernacular. La Salle believed that it would 
be more useful than Latin, and more necessary. It was really 
easier to learn, contrary to the opinions of others, because 
it was the bo~·s • mother tongue. Therefore it would also re-
quire less time to learn. In addition, learning to read French 
served as a preparation for reading Latin, but the opposite was 
untrue. Since there was not sufficient time for pupils to 
learn two languages well, pupils should at least learn their 
own ton'lue. They could then learn Christian doctrine better. 
Experience had shown that children did not really understand 
doctrine which they had "learned" in Latin. 3 
As for the advantage for the Brothers, they could accom-
plish in two years• study of French what had taken five years 
to absorb in Latin for the teaching of reading. 4 As stated 
1. Brother Leo, .JUl..!_ ci~., p. 87. 
2. w. J. Battersby, JUl..L_c_:i,_-t;., p. 86. 
3. Jlb_~ •• pp. 85-87. 
4. Martin Dempsey, op. cit., p. 107. 
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previously, the Brothers were not allowed to learn Latin lest the 
schools gradually become institutions for higher classes. 1 The 
prohibition was included in the ~ul~-~ for this reason as well as 
to help prevent any teachers from leaving the Institute to teach 
for money. 
Textboo~.--The C~nduct stated that la Salle's book on 
Christian Civility was used as a text. The Brothers used other 
books by their director for many years, with adaptations, and 
2 later produced their own books, especially in France. In addi-
tion to the book on politeness la Salle wrote for the pupils a 
small prayer book, Exercises of Pietv _for Use in t!te Chr_ijlti<\_!:\ 
3 
.§.£.!tools, The Duties of_!LJ1.hr_i§.!_ian, .!n.sty_!!g_t_ion.JL_<J,!l.>l Prayer 
.f..or Mass, and Insj;_r_ttctions for Pe_I!J!.~ and COIIJ!!Lttnio_!!. 4 
Writing.--The next section takes up the sort of paper the 
pupils should bring to class, what number of quills, the supply 
of ink, and the writing models used by the pupils. 5 The first 
model is of the alphabet and the second of regular lines of 
. . f 1" • 6 wr1t1ng rom re 1g1ous sources. Pupils are to spend two hours 
a day at writing, and longer if they expect to leave school 
sooner than the others. 7 
There are six sections of writers of round hand, from 
1. Mrs. R. F. Wilson, op. cit., p. 10. 
2. w. ]. Battersby, Pio~r, Jl.P..a_ci-t;., p. 94. 
3. ~~., P• 91. 
4. Brother Denis, F.s.c., The Role of......J.!lsus in t_he Teacher-
92 
Training Pr<urram of Saint John Baptist ~J.J! ... .§..~lle, Pamphlet, 
Brothers of the Christian Schools, New York, May 15, 1944, p. 39. 
5. The Conduct.of School~, translated by F. de la Fontainerie 1 
op. cit., PP• 84-86. 
6. ~-~·• PP• 86 and 87. 
7. jpid., P• 88. 
" 
beginners to advanced, 1 and also six sections for those learning 
2 
Italian script. Those who have less than eleven months to learn 
the Italian script will have to be advanced to the following sec-
tions whether they are ready or not, in order to pass through 
3 
each required class. 
Great care should be taken to have pupils sit correctly and 
4 hold the pen properly. They may have their pens trimmed only 
during writing periods and must take off their hats and kiss the 
5 teacher's hand when he returns the trimmed pen. One month after 
6 beginning writing he can learn how to trim his own pen. The tea-
cher must not point out more than three or four errors per pupil 
d · h 1 1 t he confuse hl.' m. 7 ur1ng eac c ass es During corrections the 
teacher will carefully observe the entire class, to keep order. 8 
Arithmetic.--Pupils will study the four basic divisions of 
arithmetic. 9 Only those who have entered the fourth section in 
writing can begin 
days for one hour 
arithmetic. It is 
10 
each afternoon. 
taurht on Tuesdays and Fri-
Mistakes of one pupil will 
be corrected by another. Each pupil will erase his own work at 
11 
the board to make it ready for another to do the same example. 
Understanding of the problem is checked by questions from the 
12 
teacher. There will be pupils in the class who are not yet 
1. Ibiq., p. 89. 
2. Ibid., p. 91. 
3. Ibid., P• 92. 
4. J;bid., P• 93. 
5. Ibid., P• 96. 
6. Ibid., PP• 96-98. 
7. Ibid., p. 99. 
8. Ibid.., P• 100. 
9. Ibid., p. 105. 
10. Ibid., p. 106. 
11. Ibid., p. 107. 
12. Ibid., P• 106. 
learning arithmetic, but they too will pay attention to the 
1 
work. 
Spelling,--Spelling is begun by pupils who are in the 
sixth section of round hand and of Italian hand. 2 They will 
3 
learn spelling by copying hand-written letters. La $alle 
makes the spellin~ material practical, consisting as it does 
of knowledge they will perhaps need to apply in later life: 
notes, receipts, agreements with workmen, legal contracts, 
powers of attorney, deeds, etc. After copying such papers, 
they will compose their own, and write from memory their 
weekly assignment in the Catechism. 4 Pupils will also write 
out dictated sentences, and make their own corrections later. 5 
Prayerf!.--Prayers are said at specific times of the day, 
as indicated in the Manual of Exercises of Pjety of the Chr\A-
tian Schools. 6 The morning prayer at ei:~ht o'clock is said in 
Latin, and in French in the afternoon. 
At all times there will be two or three pupils, one from 
each class, kneeling in a designated place and reciting the 
Rosary. Prayers are said at each hour of the day and at the 
be~inning of each lesson. Pupils must attend Hass each day, 
d . h . 7 ur1ng t e morn1ng. 
------·-
1. lli.!!·, p. 107. 
2. Jbid., P• 108. 
3. .!hl:.Q.. , P• 109 • 
4. Ibid., p. 109. 
s. Ibid., p. 110. 
6. Ibid., P• lll. 
7. Ibid., p. 112. 
9· 
There are five meditations to be read each morning for 
every week, and an examination of conscience in the evening 
prayers, during which the teacher will describe sins likely 
to be committed by the pupils. 1 Then follows the list of 
prayers for special occasions, such as recitation of the li-
tany of the Virgin on Saturdays and evenings before the feasts 
2 
of the Virgin. 
The teacher must give the proper example of attitude and 
3 position, with arms crossed, while saying prayers. The pu-
pils will follow the Reciter of prayers.4 
Holy Ha_u.--Horning prayers must be said by pupils before 
they go to daily Mass. 5 They must leave 
ing two by two, and reciting the Rosary 
school quietly, walk-
6 
or prayers. The tea-
cher will walk on the other side of the street, the better to 
observe them. If any misbehave, they will be reprimanded the 
following day, before going to Mass. Hisbehavior outside the 
school will bring more serious punishment. 
The Aspergill Bearer is the pupil chosen to offer holy 
water to each pupil as he leaves and enters the church. 7 The 
Keeper of the Rosaries and his assistants will distribute Ro-
saries to those who cannot read, and collect them at the end 
----· 
1. Ibid., p. 113. 
2. Ib:!Ji., pp. 113 and 114. 
3. Ibid., P• 115. 
4. ..!..b_id., P• 116. 
s. Ibid., P• 118. 
6. Ibid., P• 119. 
7. Ibid., p. 120. 
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1 
of Hass. Those who read will have a H<m.uaL .. QLL:r:a_y~rs for 
Holy Has.)i_arran<;ed for the Christian Schools. 2 
In order to prevent inattention, teachers will watch the 
pupils carefully and oblige them to hold their books with both 
hands and to read them continuously. Thus, they will pay more 
3 
attention to the pupils than to the Hass. Pupils who bring 
braziers to church may not use them during Hass. 4 
If Hass has already begun by the t;.rne pupils arrive, they 
will wait until the next one. If there is no later Hass, they 
will remain in church for the amount of time required by a }lass. 
If necessary a pupil may request the church to advance or delay 
slightly the beginning of the service, dependin" on how soon 
the pupils can arrive. If weather prevents attendance at Mass, 
the classes will recite the Rosary. Pupils will leave the 
5 
church as they entered, quietly and two by two. 
Pupils must also attend the Parochial Hass and Vespers af-
ter Catechism on Sundays and holy days of obli~ation. 6 The 
Keeper of the Rosaries will collect some Blessed Bread when it 
is offered, and the pupils will share it after the Hass. 
JULe~techism.--The Catechism is to be tau~ht every day 
from four until four-thirty olclock, 7 with special exceptions 
8 
for certain days. Durin.g Catechism lessons the teacher will 
------------·--
l. lJtid.' p. 121. 
2. Ibi!i., P• 122. 
3. JJ>id.' p. 123. 
4. Ibi<l,.., P• 124. 
5. Ibiq., P• 125. 
6. Ibid., P• 126. 
7. 
.!.Jll.g. ' P• 127. 
8. Ibid •, P• 128. 
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constantly ask questions and subquestions of the pupils. He 
will ask the same question of several pupils, to check their 
understanding of it, and always will question by the order of 
rows unless a question seems especially difficult. 1 He will 
then strike the signal and make a sign to a certain pupil to 
answer, and afterward call on the pupil originally unable to 
answer. The teacher is to devote much time to questioning the 
2 
slow and the inattentive. Questions should be as brief and 
as simply phrased as possible. Those who have the greatest 
difficulty in remembering the lessons will recite the answers 
four or five times alternately with a competent pupil. 3 
The teacher will ran ember the names of those who misbe-
have during Catechism lessons and punish them the following 
day, before the lesson. Yet if necessary, he may strike a pu-
pil with the ferule. 
On Sundays and Holy Days the Catechism is to last three 
times as long as on regular days. The teacher, during these 
lessons, will make the lesson more attractive by the addition 
4 
of an interesting story. 
La Salle reveals his wisdom in the psychology of educa-
tion when he declares that teachers must see to it that answers 
to questions are suited to the ability not of the brightest but 
------~--------
1. Jlbig., p. 129. 
2. Ibid., P• 130. 
3. Ibid., P• 131. 
4. Jlbid., P• 132. 
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1 
of the average pupils, so that most may be able to answer. 
In order to encourage faithful learning of the Catechism, 
teachers will be gentle with the less capable pupils and even 
give them assistance in recalling answers. They will also give 
occasional rewards to the most attentive, and what seems even 
more commendable, to the more ignorant who have shown the 
2 
greatest application. 
Each pupil, whose arms are crossed during the lesson, will, 
when questioned, rise, remove his hat, make the sign of the 
cross, remove his gloves, and cross his arms. The pupil next 
to him will rise even before the previous pupil has finished 
answering, accompany the pupil in a low tone of voice for the 
rest of the answer, and then repeat it entirely in a normal 
voice. Each pupil will follow this procedure unless otherwise 
3 
indicated. Eyes are to be lowered at all times durin,'( the 
class, and each pupil should stand when his turn comes, even 
if not immediatel)• called upon. He must not speak so loudly 
as to disturb other classes in the room. 
Then follow the rules for Catechism lessons on Sundays and 
4 
Holy Days. Pupils will gather a half-hour before the lesson 
begins in order to question one another, in pairs, on the Dio-
cesan Catechism. Even pupils who do not attend the school may 
be allowed to attend these special Catechism classes. 5 
1. Ibiq., P• 133. 
2. Ibid., p. 134. 
3. JJU,.Q..' P• 135. 
4. Ibid., PP• 136 and 137. 
s. Ibid., P• 137. 
9~ 
directions on the questioning of pupils during Catechism, 
actually uses the simultaneous method of instruction, thou~h 
he does not desi~nate it as such.l Accordin~ to this method, 
all pupils must pay attention to the same part of the lesson 
being reviewed and recite when called on. Certain authors, 
like Camion, 2 believe that la Salle created the simultaneous 
system, but this is not the case. The truth is that not until 
la Salle adopted it was it successfully practised. 3 
There were two other systems which were prevalent at the 
time, the individual and the mutual methods. In the indi vi-
dual method each pupil was taught separately. 4 Since this was 
difficult to accomplish in a large class, the mutual method 
was ori!'(inated. This system incorporated the assistance of 
repeaters, some of the more capable pupils who helped the tea-
S 
cher hear the recitations of other pupils. In spite of its 
drawbacks the individual method continued to be used in Amer-
ica almost until the mid-nineteenth century, when the simul-
6 
taneous system began to acquire favor. 
The mutual system had been used in France since the be,<1;in-
nin~ 7 of the seventeenth century. But la Salle rejected it 
1. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, ~L-~-!·• p. 146. 
2. Camion, ~-9~!., P• 7. 
3. Brother Leo, £UtL cit., p. 86. 
4. j. Guibert, op. cit., P• 207. 
5. Ibid., P• 207. 
6. Ellwood P. Cubberley, ~L-SJt., P• 348. 
7. A. Delaire, ~~L!·• p. 78. 
9! 
in favor of the simultaneous system. Proof that he was not 
the originator of it is that he had seen it practised at Reims 
at the schools of the Congregation of Our Lady, and perhaps 
knew of the Ursulines at Paris, who also employed it. 1 However 
la Salle • s claim to renown in the rna tte r comes from the fact 
that he did improve the organization of the system, and also 
d . 2 propagate ~t. La Salle adopted it because of the size of 
his classes, which would not allow for individual teaching. 3 
Yet he did preserve part of the mutual system, for the pupils 
not being taught worked on their lessons as they were watched 
over by a monitor or a repeater, who aided the teacher. 4 
Lay teachers continued to use the individual system. The 
simultaneous method usually was considered the Brothers• method.s 
However at the beginnjng of the nineteenth century the mutual 
plan gradually ~ained in popularity. After the fall of Napoleon 
the Liberal Party even adopted it as part of its educational 
1 . 6 po 1cy. In spite of ordonnances sent out by prefects and ci-
vil ministers, the Institute refused to abandon its use of si-
1 . . 7 mu taneous 1nstruct1on. By 1870 1 though, the Brothers saw their 
mettod favored, as it was accepted in all schools in France. 8 
1. 
\ ~ 
Frere Maximin, L., Les Eccles normales de Saint_..J..e.JLlJ.::..B_aptiste 
.LVI 
2. 
3, 
4. 
s. 
6, 
7, 
8. 
de la Salle, Imprimerie Vromant et Co., Brt~elles, 1922, P• 181. 
Ibid., P• 182. 
w. J. Battersby, Pioneer, op. cit., p. 179. 
J. Guibert, op. cit., p. 208. 
Frere Maximin, L., op. cit., p. 183. 
W, J, Battersby, Pioneer, ~-cit., p. 82, 
Fr~re Maximin, L,, op. cit,, p, 183. 
J, Guibert, .£.R.. cit,, P• VIII, 
Dismissal of schooJ..--When the school day has ended, with 
the proper prayers, the pupils will leave the school, the lower 
classes first, 1 The Brothers will assemble for prayer before 
travelling to their lodging, 2 
3, Part Two 
Means of Establishing and Maintaining Order in the Schools 
~ho<!§.....9.f._k_.eeping order,--There are nine methods of estab-
lishing and preserving order in the schools. They are: 
1. The vigilance of the teachers in correcting recitations, 
making pupils follow the same lesson, and maintaining 
silence. 
2, The use of signals 
3. The registers 
4. The effort and promptness of pupils 
s. The regulation of holidays 
6. The rewards 
7. The punishments 
8. The appointment of several officers who perform their 
duties faithfully 
9, The structure and uniformity of school buildings and 
f . 3 urn1.ture 
Enforcing si~~~~.--The maintenance of silence is to la 
Salle one of the most necessary conditions of order. This 
1. The.~onduct of Schools, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
..Q.P... cit,, P• 137, 
2, Ibid., P• 141, 
3, Ibid,, PP• 142 and 143, 
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becomes obvious when it is realized that each Brother had from 
sixty to one hundred boys in his class. 1 In order to obtain 
the desired quiet, the Brother himself must speak only when 
necessary, that is, for correction of errors, during the Cate-
chism, and during the Meditations and Examination of Con-
. 2 
sc1ence. 
Signs.--To take the place of much talkin~, the teacher 
will use signs, with an iron instrument called the signal. 3 
When he wishes pupils to begin writin~, for instance, the 
teacher will strike the signal three times. The first sign 
orders the pupils to take out their writing cases; the second, 
to take out the necessary materials from the cases; and the 
third, to begin writing. 4 The teacher employs other signs, 
such as clasping the hands for prayers, striking his breast to 
5 
order repetitions of responses to the Mass, and performing 
the gesture which he desires imitated. 6 
The D..z.isters.--Third in the list of necessities of order 
are the registers. There are three kinds: the register of 
promotions to grades, of sections of grades, and the pocket 
. 7 
reg1ster. La Salle does not describe the pocket register. 
Nor does he include the personal reports mentioned by Battersby 
as kept by the teachers. These reports, according to Battersby, 
----·-----
1. !big., p. 38. 
2. Ibi<\., P• 148. 
3. Ibi!!.., p. 149. 
4. Ibid., P• 153. 
5. .!_bi!l,., P• 150. 
6. 
.Ihl.<l· J p. 154 • 
7. Ibid., p. 156. 
102 
were to consist of information on the pupils• personality, obe-
dience, work; etc., and were to be given to the teacher who 
would have the pupils the following year. These records were 
later filed for reference. 1 If this is true, la Salle was one 
of the pioneers in the establishment of the guidance system. 
Rewards .--Rewards are intended as encouragement to the 
entire class as well as to the winner of the prize. They are 
to be given for piety, ability, and effort, with the rewards 
for piety being the most beautiful. All rewards are religious 
2 
in nature, such as statuettes and books. can afford 
to 
Those who 
3 
buy books will never receive them as rewards. One child in 
each grade will be rewarded each month for abil:i ty, and one for 
the highest general achievement and behavior. The Brothers will 
also distribute ten or twelve pictures each month to deserving 
pupils. 
Punishments.--La Salle stresses the necessity of combin-
ing the proper degrees of firmness and gentleness. 4 The five 
kinds of punishment are the reprimands, penances, the ferule, 
the rod, and expulsion from school. 
The ferule, two pieces of leather sewn together and from 
ten to twelve inches long, is to be used for less serious mis-
demeanors, such as inattention during a lesson, or lateness. 
1. W. J. Batters by, fu..P&!' r, ..!l.P..• cit. , p. 81. 
2. The Conduct of Schools, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
op. cit., p. 160. 
3. ~bid., p. 161. 
4. Ibi~., p. 162-165. 
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0 bl . ff" . 1 1 f ne or two ows at most 1s su 1c1ent. The e t hand should 
be struck, to avoid hurting the writing hand. 2 Those who cry 
out when struck must be punished again. They must learn to 
accept it quietly. 
The rod is to be used for more serious offenses, as fre-
quent inattention, fi~hting, and unwarranted absence. 
Only the Brother Director may ultimately decide who should 
be expelled from school. Such pupils are the dissolute, who 
could corrupt others; those who are often absent from school 
or services; and those who are terribly difficult to correct. 3 
Punishments are not too frequent, however, in the well-
organized school. The ferule should not be used more than six 
times a day, and the rod only three or four times a month. 4 
Should a Brother think of any method which would lessen or 
delay punishments, he will ask permission to use it from the 
Brother Director. 
Naturally, the punishment ~ust be just, disjnterested, not 
too severe, and voluntary if possible, on the part of the pupil. 5 
The child must never be struck except in the palm of the hand, 
and even then, must never receive two blows in succession on the 
6 
same hand. 
1. Ibid., p. 166. 
2. ~bid., Po 167. 
3. Ibid., p. 168. 
4. 1]1A., P• 169. 
s. IbiA., pp. 170 and 171. 
6. ~bid., p. 174. La Salle here creates contradictin~ situations. 
He states earlier (see above) that the teacher should avoid 
striking the child's writing hand and then that the child must 
never receive two blows in succession on the same hand. How 
the teacher must solve this problem is never revealed in la 
Salle • s book. 
.LU4 
Brothers under twenty-one will report twice weekly on 
punishments which they have administered. 1 New Brothers will 
also give similar reports during the six months of trial which 
they spend in t~ schools and during the first year after their 
novitiate. 
If a pupil shows the results of coming from a neglectful 
. 2 home by being disobedient, he must of course be pun1.shed. 
But if he is also bold, he should be given an office, such as 
Collector of Papers. He should also be promoted in some sub-
ject, so as to encourage in him a love for school. The pupil 
who is frivolous and thoughtless, and therefore fr~quently re-
peats acts of disobedience, should n<'t be punished too often 
because he just does not think about what he does. He should 
be shown affection but ~iven no responsibilities. The teacher 
should seat hjm close by, between two obedient pupils. He may 
be ~iven rewards occasionally, to encourage a liking for school 
and to lessen his frequent absences. 3 
If a pupil strongly resists punishment, the teacher will 
wait until he is less resistant to correction. He should pre-
tend not to notice the pupil who persists in mutterin!';, weep-
4 
ing, or similar reactions after being punished. 
Spoiled children should be given penances rather than 
punishment, for they usually are quite gentle. If they are 
----
1. Ibid., Po 17 s. 
2. Ibid., p. 178. 
3. Ibid., pp. 178 a'ld 179. 
4. Ibid., p. 180. 
.LU: 
often disobedient, they may be punished with the consent of the 
1 
Brother Director or the parents, or expelled from school. 
Timid children require only an occasio~al reprimand or a 
penance to become silent and obedient again. 2 
Stupid children are seldom troublesome either, and thus do 
not require frequent punishment. Should they be a serious be-
havior problem, they can be expelled. Otherwise it is best not 
to require more than they are able to do. Still, they should 
be promoted and encouraged, and teachers should be satisfied 
with whatever progress they can make. 
Youn,n; or sickly children must not be punished except in 
extreme cases. 
Children should not be punished until the:' have been at 
school for two weeks, so that they may learn what is expected 
of them and not receive an unpleasant first impression. 3 The 
teacher who is just beginning his direction of a class should 
also refrain from punishments until he has become familiar with 
the nature of each child. 
Parents who wish to have their child punished for some of-
4 
fense committed outside the school will have to do it themselves. 
Those who are rarely disobedient or who misbehave for the 
first time should not be punished. If several commit the same 
-----
1. ~bid., P• 181. 
z. ~bid •• P• 182. 
3. Ibiq., P• 183. 
4. Ibid., P• 184. 
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fault, such as talkin,~, both simultaneously and unknown to one 
another, or mistakenly believe that the teacher is ignorant of 
their offense, it is best to punish only one. The teacher can 
choose the offender who would profit most from the correction 
and pretend not to have noticed the others. 
The pupil to be punished will go to the teacher, make the 
1 Si!"n of the cross, and hold out his hand for the blows. After-
ward, the pupil will kneel, with arms crossed, and thank the 
teacher for his punishment. Any pupil who resists correction 
2 
will be given additional blows. 
In extraordinary circumstances a pupil may be taken to 
3 
each classroom and punished, to serve as an example to others. 
On Sundays and holy days punishment should never be in-
flicted, nor while pupils are in church or on the street. It 
is ~referable to punish offenders in the afternoon, but never 
at the close of school. 
Penances are the most useful of punishments as well as 
the least disturbing to parents and children. 4 They must con-
sist of an act or duty. The pupil must receive it with the 
same ceremony that he would receive the rod or ferule. 5 The 
penance for the pupil who is too en::;rossed in his food at 
mealtime and not attentive enough to the prayers or Catechism 
is to kneel for a certain period of time. 6 However, the most 
1. Ibid., p. 185. 
2. Ibid., P• 187. 
3. Ibid., ~- 188. 4. .ru.g •• p. 189. 
s. Ibid., P• 190. 
6. Ibid., P• 191. 
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appropriate and constructive penance of all is having to learn 
1 somethin~ by heart. 
Absences.--Certain pupils may be excused from school for 
one day each week for part of the school day if they have to 
work. But all must attend prayers and Catechism and be pre-
sent for longer than one-half of the school day. 2 They may be 
absent in order to celebrate certain religious days, or to buy 
or mend their clothes, only if they can do this most conven-
3 iently during schoryl hours. 
If parents are negligent and do not force their children 
to attend school, any alms which they receive should henceforth 
be denied them until they comply. 4 
Certain pupils will visit the homes of the absent to re-
port on them to the teacher. 5 Truants should be punished by 
6 
their parents. Instead of expelling pupils for absence it 
might be better in certain cases simply to deprive the guilty 
pupil of rewards, cancel his promotion for the next month, or 
7 have him stand for several days durin~ classes. 
La Salle's system of punishment may seem too cruel, yet 
that sort of punishment was the rule rather than the exception. 
8 Even Louis XIII and XIV were whipped when they were young. 
1. _Ibid., P• 193. 
2. l..b.!4.' P• 194. 
3. 1J2.i_<!,.' PP• 194 and 195. 
4. lli.<!.' P• 198. 
5. Ibid., P• 200. 
6. j_bid.' P• 201. 
7. Ibid., P• 202. 
s. .!.bid., P• 37 • 
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Soon, though, the Brothers began gradually to lessen punishment 
because they had more success through being patient and atten-
1 
tive. By the time of the 1870 edition of the Co_nduct, cor-
poral punishment no longer was employed. 2 A Capitular Deci-
sion of 1901 absolutely forbids it. 3 
Holi~.--The next section of the Q~nduct ~reats of holi-
4 days. The only complete day away from school and religious 
instruction is Thursday, which may be changed when religious 
holidays come during the week. 5 
V<!_!<at_ion.--Vacation lasts for only one month, that of Sep-
6 
tember. During vacation the pupils must continue to say their 
prayers and Rosary, and to attend :Hass. 
Sch~ol ~ffisers.--School officers are chosen after the 
vacation and their names submitted to the Brother Director or 
7 the Head Teacher. The officers are the Reci~ers of Prayers, 
two of whom are to lead the other pupils; the Aspergill Bearer, 
to offer holy water at the church; the Keeper of Rosaries and 
his Assistants; the Bell Ringer, who rings the bell for the 
opening and closing of school and of the exercises; the Inspec-
tor, present only while the teacher is absent, to keep order 
amon~ the other pupils; the Supervisors, two in each class, to 
watch the behavior of the Inspector, unknown to the latter; 
-------
' 1. Frere Haxim}n 1 L.,..QJL. _ _£_:i,_t_., p. 135. 
2. G. Compayre, translated by Payne, .QP . .__s._i_t .• , Po 271. 
3. W. ]o Battersby, Pio_!l_~ll_t, op. cit., p. 101. 
4. The Con~~o( School~, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
.Q..P..o __ cit_o, Po 205. 
5. Ibid., p. 205. 
6. Ib5~., Po 209. 
7. Ibid., Po 211. 
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Distributors and Collectors of Papers; Sweepers; the Doorkeeper, 
who opens and shuts the door whenever anyone enters, and thus 
has to make up whatever sections of lessons he misses; and 
lastly, the Keeper of the Key. 1 
Constructi~;~n _Q.f..Jl_chool_s_'!-J!!L_f_cynit~.--The last section of 
P t T th t t . f th h 1 d f . 2 ar wo concerns e cons rue 1on o e sc oo s an urn1ture. 
Among the rules is the statement that the windows must be at 
least seven feet above the ground so that outsiders may not see 
into the school. 3 Models for the various charts are given. 4 
5 Provisions are made for blackboards. Certain religious images, 
6 
as pictures of the Virgin, must be placed in each room. 
first edition of the Conduct with his list of the twelve vir-
tues of a good teacher. They are "Seriousness, Silence, Humi-
lity, Prudence, Wisdom, Patience, Restraint, Gentleness, Zeal, 
7 
Watchfulness, Piety, and Generosity." 
4. Part Three 
Guidance for Teacher Trainers 
Editi<?_n __ q_f__lJ!.l§.--Part Three of the Conduct is contained 
in the revised edition of 1838, one of the several editions 
printed to make necessary changes brou.~ht on b~r improvements 
1. Ibid., PP• 211-222. 
2. Ibid., PP• 222-230. 
3. Ibid., P• 223. 
4. Ibid., PP• 225-228. 
5. Ibid,., P• 229. 
6. Ibid,., P• 230. 
7. Ibid., P• 230. 
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in the system and the modifications that result with the passar,e 
of time. Included in this edition is the famous instruction for 
one pupil in each class to say every hour on the half-hour: 
us remember that we are in the holy presence of God. 111 
11 Le t" 
lll$..P_e_Qt_o_x: __ q_:t:._§..9Jtools.--The first pa;>:e nf Part Three defines 
the Inspector of Schools as the Brother Director or any other 
charged by the Superior-General of the Institute with manage-
ment of the schools of a community and with the trai ninr of new 
2 
teachers. 
Obli'!at:i,_o_n_::; of the teachex_-_tra_iJULr.--The training of a tea-
cher is begun in the Novitiate and is continued by the Brother 
Directors and the head teachers. 
If the teacher-trainer, or fo~~~t_eur, must demonstrate 
something to the apprentice teacher while he is in a class of 
children, he will do it so that the children do not realize 
. . . h. 3 that the young teacher 1s be1ng gu1ded by 1s master. It is 
advisable to tell the trainee only two or three things during 
a class, let he become confused with too many directions. On 
alternatin~ days he should teach and just observe an exper-
ienced teacher. He should also visit several of the schools 
and report on which ones he considers better or'!anized. 4 
1. Jean-Bapti;te de la Salle, Conduite _<!.eJL)~..Q.le_s __ Chr_(tie_n.!ljl..§_, 
Nouvelle Edition, Horonval, Paris, 1838, Part II, P• 107. 
2. Ib~_q., p. 191. 
3. Ibid., p. 195. 
4 • .I_biA., p. 196. 
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Naturally the trainee will request the help of his L~un~-
~YT. for any difficulties which he encounters. 
New teachers with some previous experience are to be ob-
served and advised by the forma~~~ for a few days. 1 
Idea,_ls _t_q_Q.!! ___ inspired __ i_rt_t_~- j:y_a,__:i,.rul~. --The trainee must 
first be tau~ht esteem for the school and for his role, simi-
2 
lar to Christ's, as a Christian teacher. He should realize 
that more important than teaching children the basic elements 
of education is the main purpose of teaching them their reli-
3 
gion and guidinr, them to salvation. 
Fidelity to the instructions in the Con~~ is necessary 
for the maintenance of uniformity and ease in teaching. 4 The 
Conduct was formed according to the experience of many teachers 
over a long period of time and thus contains the most efficient 
methods of teaching and managing a school. 
The teacher must have an assured and resolute manner in 
order to obtain the respect and obedience of his students. 
If the pupils detect timidity or a sense of unfamiliarity with 
the situation, they will take advantage of it to create confu-
sion.5 The teacher will have a kind and pleasant air, which 
will be more effective in guiding and inspiring pupils and 
6 
their parents. 
-·-- -- -·-·--· -- --------
1. Ibid,., P• 197. 
z. Ibid., P• 198. 
3. _u,_id., P• zoo. 
4. Ibid., P• 202. 
s. .ll..iJ!., p. 205 • 
6. Ib:j.d., P• 207. 
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At all times the instructor must set a go~d example for 
1 
the edification of his students. It is important not to be-
come too familiar or affectionate with them. They will be en-
coura~ed by pleasantness and praise froM the teacher and will 
maintain their respect for him. 
Contrary to the opinion of many teachers of his era was 
la Salle's belief that "children are naturally sincere and 
2 
true." Therefore a teacher must never, by his own failure 
and dishonesty, teach them the undesirable practise of not 
keeping promises. Their innocence can be preserved by teach-
ing them to love the truth. 3 
Finally, the teacher must always maintain the idea of free 
education, which was part of his vow, by never acceptin." gifts 
from pupils or parents. Such a practise could bind him with 
feelings of gratitude. Only freedom from obligation can pre-
serve the Christian Brothers' schools. 
Amon~ the faults to be avoided by the teacher are talking 
too much, which causes disorder and inattention in the class; 
restlessness, which detracts from the teacher's di~nity; and 
too great haste to accomplish things without a complete analy-
sis of the situation. 4 The teacher should ordinarily not favor 
any pupils, but if he does, it should be those who are poor or 
5 those less favored bv nature in mind or body. An:· special 
1. .llt.id.' P• 208. 
2. ..[bi.Q.., Po 209. 
3. Ib!_d., p. 210. 
4. Ibid,., pp. 211-215. 
5. Ibid., p. 217. 
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esteem he holds for particularly good students should be unob-
trusive. New teachers, who have a tendency to become vexed 
and discouraged at any failure, should be encouraged and made 
1 to understand their propensity to magnify problems. They 
should come to realize the degree of devotion necessary for 
their work, which will often be concerned with unpleasant or 
even repulsive duties. In that ma~ner they can develop resolu-
2 
tion, inner strenr.;th, and willingness to continue. In order 
to control his class at all times, the teacher will have to 
observe his pupils carefully. This causes some difficulty in 
following the progress of the lesson but it can be avoided by 
3 
keeping one's fin~er at the proper section of the book. 
Lastly, the teacher must never waste a moment of the class 
time, which generally is much too fleeting to permit comple-
tion of all that should be done. 4 
s. Some Changes in the Hethods 
Necessity _:f.QJ.'_Qjlan,.e.--Obviously, new discoveries and irn-
provements in the field of education have effected modifica-
tions in the doctrines and rules established in la Salle's 
5 
Conq_~g_t_. As the work of the Brothers expanded into the upper 
levels of education, the larger and more diverse groups of 
------------
1. Ibiq., P• 220. 
2. I]?j.d., p • 221. 
3. .lbi~., il• 224. 
4. Ibi.£l,., P• 225. 
s. F~ere Haximin, L., QRI cit., p. 166. 
11 
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students in the high schools and colle~es have necessitated 
1 
amplification of la Salle's system. 
After the Conduct was written, the Brothers' teaching was 
often called a mechanical routine because all decisions on pro-
cedure were to be derived from the Conduct. 2 But the 1870 edi-
tion of Brother Philip stated that the original form of the 
book was being ~radually enlarged as methods were perfected. 
He added, 11 It is plain that a book of this kind cannot receive 
a final form. »3 
H~tho_g§_Q.f. teach_ing religion.--The method of teachin::; re-
ligion, for example, has been varied to benefit from advances 
in peda~ogy. The Circular of Rome, in 1938 1 on the Teaching 
of Reli.~ion advises the use of the blackboard, pictures, sto-
4 
ries, slides_, movies, and even colored c',alk. For the very 
youno- boys long lessons on religion may be interrupted by the 
5 
singing of hymns and the playing of catechetical ::;ames. The 
Circular stresses the need to motivate the pupil and to appeal 
to all his senses to increase interest. 6 The pupil may ask 
questions as well as the teacher. 7 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
Brother Philip, F.s.c., "Schools--Then (1900) and Now," 
J>d.ucatiortal Ess_a..Y§., Pamphlet, 122 Wes;, 77th Street, New 
York, Hay :~,;.s, 1940, pp. 27-29. 
G. Compayre, translated by Payne, ..Qll_.__c_tt., p. 265. 
Ibiq., P• 264. 
Brother Philip, F.s.c., "St. John Baptj st de la Salle's 
Hethod of Teaching Reli.~ion," f:dnca tiona_:I,___E_s_sJ!,Y.§., Pamphlet, 
122 West 77th Street, Ne1i York, Harch 19 1 1939 1 pp. 3 and 4. 
Ibid. 1 P• 12. 
Ibid. , p. 13. 
"The Art of Questioning," Ib_i_d., p. 30. 
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6. The Achievements of la Salle's Peda~o~y 
be easy to criticize the methods of la Salle when they are com-
pared with those of today. However, 'they must be evaluated on 
the basis of the state of education in his day. Compayr~ be-
lieves that the methods of la Salle were the finest of his age. 1 
There had been no or~anization in the field of education before 
la Salle, and especially no effective, foresighted programs for 
2 
the poor children. Such attempts as had been made for them 
were either spotty or badly planned. 
But by means of the thoroughness of 
elevated the standin~ of teachers in the 
his system, la Salle 
3 
eyes of others. It 
was partly due to his insistence that poor children have a right 
to a good education. 
The order and industry, as well as the reli<'ious atmos-
phere, prevailing in the Brothers' schools, contrasted greatly 
with the chaotic conditions in most of the other schools. 4 La 
Salle Is pro<1;ram was better or<;anized and more nearl,· complete 
h f h . "1 5 than t at o t e ~t-~~~~~~~-· It was rich at a time when 
most methods and books were poor and children were expected to 
6 
be~in working at the age of nine or ten. 
1. G. Compayre, translated by Payne, Jl~_c_it., p. 258. 
2. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 6. 
3. w. J. Battersby, .f.i_q_qe_!Lx:, JUt. __ c)._t•, p. 101. 
4. edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 280. 
s. A. Delaire, .lUl.• cit., P• 83. 
6. Ellwood P. Cubberley, .lUl.J cit., P• 348., 
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ar,e when children were indiscriminately punished, even though 
not disobedient or lazy, la Salle's system of punishment actu-
ally considers the dignity of the chilfl.. He is to be punished 
only for misbehavior, and as moderately as the circumstances 
allow. Every child is to be observed so as to discover his 
nature and disposition. This would enable the teacher to em-
ploy the correct methods of encouragement as well as pnrmhment. 
Impo_rtance of ..xriting.--As the German author Friederich 
Brug states, la Salle successfully fought the opposition of 
the writin-;-masters to introduce writin[' as a re.n:ular subject 
in the ordinary school curriculum. 1 He even re-edited and cor-
2 
rected the French alphabet for his pupils. The practical puP-
pose of h;.s education program is nowhere better illustrated 
than in the materials used by the pupils to learn writing: the 
various business and legal forms which the;' might be composinr: 
in their future work. 
Normal_!!_!;_hoo:[._s_.--Related to the orn:anization of teachers 
and a teachin.n: method is la Salle's achievement in beinn: the 
first to establish training schools for lay as well as religi-
ous teachers. It was the lack of these in most other persons' 
attempts in the field of education that caused their failure. 
1. w. J. Battersby, Pio~_r, .2.lto_ .• c.it., p. 101. 
2. Armand Ravelet, .2.IL.__cJ_!., p. 8. 
11"1 
~imultaneous me_~Q~q.--Guibert considers that la Salle's 
greatest contribution to education is his successful use of 
1 
the simultaneous system in place of the individual method. 
It was to enable future teachers to educate a greater number 
of chjldren than ever before. 
Infl_y_ence of la __ Sal_~- on other l!S_hoQ)...§..--The results ob-
tained with the boys under la Salle's system caused it to 
spread to other schools. H. O'Leary, in his Edt!catio_n __ 'l(i__th 
a Tr!J,_cth!J.Q.!lJ writes that the Brothers' methods which were much 
used in other French schools were the stron...- discipline, strict 
silence, walkin~ in rows, announcin~ of classes with a wooden 
clapper, clearly written texts, systematic ~radin~ of pupils, 
2 
and the serious attitude of the child tot..-ard the teacher. 
The French law of June 28, 1833 1 adopted la Salle's educa-
3 
tional program for its elementary system. Ravelet even as-
serts that all the popular schools of Europe patterned them-
selves after the schools of la Salle. 4 
The improvements which la Salle brought to pedago~y and 
his spirited defense of the right of the poor to a thorough 
basic education rank the founder of the Institute among the 
important historic figures who have devoted their lives to 
the enlightenment of others. 
1. J. Guibe rt, ll• cit., p. 207. 
2. w. ]. Battersby, Pione_er, op. cit., p. 101. 
3. G. Compayre, translated by Payne, .£.PL_cj.J;.., p. 107. 
4. Armand Ravelet, ..Q.R_, __ cit., p. 6. 
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CHAPTER VI 
EXPANSION OF THE INSTITUT~ 
1696-1710 
1. The }fove from Vau~irard t<' Paris 
1L~int-Placid~~cho~]l~--While la Salle was still at Vau-
{':irard, de la Che'tardye succeeded Baudrand as curate of Saint-
Sulpice, in 1696. 1 The new curate became so interested in la 
Salle's work that he helped to establish a new school on Saint-
2 
Placide Street. It opened in December, 1697. 
The C'~ral)_d_'J!ais o.,n. --De la 
,. 
Chetardye also enabled la Salle 
to transfer his house from the inadequate quarters of Vau~irard 
to Paris. With the financial assistance of the parish priest 
la Salle was able to buy the house known as the Grand'Haison, 
or Great House. The novitiate moved 
3 
into it in April, 1698. 
This house was to be la Salle's headquarters until 1703. 4 By 
this time, 1698, la Salle's disciples numbered more than sixty 
men. 5 
Ne'l{_ s cQ.oo:j,__ at _Saint-Sulpi_~ ... --La Salle soon opened a school 
in the Grand' Haison, the fourth in the parish of Saint-Sulpice. 
This served to give classroom experience to the novices. 6 
1. Georges Rigault, op. cit., p. 11. 
2. ]. Guibert, op. c:it., p. 284. 
3. w. ]. Battersby, Pioneer, ~.~it., P• 141. 
4. Edward A. Fitzpatrick,~· cit., p. 60. 
s. Brother Angelus Gabriel, The Christian Brothe~~-in the ~~it~~ 
St<,l_~s_,_J._~48-l94~, The De clan X. HcHullen Company, Inc., New 
York, 1948 1 P• 25. 
6. w. ]. Battersby, ~._cit., p. 142. 
\ 
----.... 
-~ 
Another school was opened the followin~ year but did not 
exist for lon~ because of financial tronbles, 1 
.Qp.l)_o_s i t_iotL._<;> .. f_:\:_h_!! wri tin!'"-masj:_e_r..§.. --The wri tin ~-masters, 
who had not disturbed the Brothers for nine years, became 
frightened at the :;rowth of the Inst5tutets schools, and sud-
denl:· demonstrated their opposition, While la Salle was vi-
sitin:c the Sai.nt-Placide school, a :croup of them entered and 
threw all of the school's furniture into the street, The 
2 
school had to close for three months. The writing-masters 
accused the Brothers of receiving payment from the poor chil-
dren, This char~e, if true, would have ruined the work of la 
Salle, because a rulin~ had just been passed which forbade 
charity schools to charge their pupils, La Salle, with the 
aid of de la 
defended his 
Chetardye and Had arne de Haintenon, success fully 
3 
cause in court, Defeated, the writin~-masters 
ceased to be a threat to him until 1704, 4 
abandoned his mission to establish a seminary for country 
teachers. Although the one at Reims had declined, he re-
5 
solved to establish another at Paris, With the aid of per-
sons sympathetic to his aim, he obtained a house in the parish 
6 
of Saint-Hippolyte and there set up his trainin!'" center. 
--- ·--------------
1. J. Guibe rt, ll_._s_i_t. ' tl· 293. 
2. A, Delaire, .9..P...o.. .. 9.;t_t.' p. 119 • 
3, J, Gui bert, ll_.__cj.t,, p. 297. 
4. J..b.iJ!.' p. 298. 
s. Father Garreau, ..Qlto_Q_i t 0 ' P• 93, 
' 6, Frere Haximin, L,' op. cit., p. 35, 
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In the same parish he opened another school, the sixth at 
Paris. 1 The normal school lasted only six years, after which 
its director, Vuyart, formerly so devoted a disciple of la 
Salle, deserted the Institute. 2 
from En.cr,land by William of Orange in 1688, he was welcomed 1"o 
3 
exile in France by Louis XIV. There were f:i.ft3• Irish boys, 
I 
children of his followers, who had to be educated. De la Che-
tardye, through the Archbishop of Paris, made the decision to 
4 
place them in the hands of la Salle. A special boarding school 
was opened for the boys 1 who were soon educated enough to assume 
positions in France. James II, who visited them one da", was 
highly pleased with the system of the Brothers. This was the 
first boardin~ school to be operated by the Ins1"itute. 5 
The _domi_Q:i,_~_s_g_l"o_ol.--In 1699 la Salle willingly took 
over a project which the parish priest offered to him. Each 
Sunday the priest had been assembling younn; boys who worked 
durin~ the week, so as to instruct them in their reli~ion. 6 
He then asked la Salle to direct them. La Salle accepted with 
pleasure, for he envisioned an extension of his day schools 
for these boys, deprived of a formal education. He be.gal'l to 
1. IbiA., P• 37. 
2. Camion 1 Jlll_.__c_i_t., p. 33. 
3. Brother Leo, Jlll_. __ cit., p. 98. 
4. Hrs. R. F. Wilson, ..llJl..• cit., p. 148. 
s. Brother Leo, ..ll.Jl._. __ c_i_t;., PP• 100 and 101. 
6. ]. Guibert, ..Q.R.._.£,;i.J;. 1 P• 304. 
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assemble them in the novitiate, on Sundays, and set the a~e li-
mit at twenty years.l The least educated learned readin~ and 
writin~, spelling, and arithmetic, while the more adva~ced stu-
d . d h" d d . 2 1e geometry, arc 1tecture, an raw1ng. Academic lessons 
were followed by teaching of the Catechism. This Sunday school, 
or continuation school, as l.t was also known, could not last 
long, for its directors were negll.gent. Guibert suggests that 
this school was the source of the growth of the present-day 
adult classes, public lectures, the art and trade schools, and 
3 
the commercial schools. 
The scp~o~ at Chartres.--The Archbishop of Chartres, an old 
classmate of la Salle at the seminary of Saint-Sulpice, had begged 
his friend to open a Christian school at Chartres. La Salle at 
last felt that he could honor 
Brothers to establish schools 
the request, and in 1699 sent six 
4 
at Chartres. Two schools were 
ope~ed in October, and all expenses for their maintenance and 
the Brothers• were provided by the grateful Archbishop. 5 Three 
years later, la Salle wrote his memC'randum on the vernacular, 
discussed above, to reveal to the Archbishop the advantages of 
h . F h h h L . 6 teac 1ng rene rat er t an at1n. It evidently pleased the 
7 Archbishop, for the schools continued to teach French. 
1. Armand Ravelet, ..!lJL•_...s:it., p. 179. 
2. Brother Angelus Gabriel, ..!l.lto __ c_it., p. 25. 
3. j. Guibert, ..!lJL>_ cit_., p. 306. 
4. Father Garreau, .2Jt.__cj._1;., p. 95. 
5. J. Guibert, ..!l.lt•- cit., p. 311. _ 
6. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, op. cit., p. 61. 
7. j. Guibert,.2Jt._cit., P• 317. 
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pupils at Saint-Sulpice one day caused a native of Calais to 
. 1 bring the Brothers to his CLty. 
suaded to open a school there in 
La Salle was finally per-
1700.2 Others prevailed upon 
him to open a second school at Calais, in 1705, for children 
3 
and younf. sailors. It won the approval of the King and an an-
nual ~rant, by royal decree, of one hundred fifty pounds. 4 
Jl~J..i_n__J,\j;___Roll!.e..--Just before the establishment of the 
first school at Calais la Salle sent Brother Gabriel Drolin 
to Rome. He wished to obtain legal sanction of the Institute 
5 from the Pope. Such a l':esture would at the same time prove 
la Salle Is fidelity to Rome, at a t~.me when Jansenism was rag-
ing in 6 France. But Pope Innocent XII died before the le.o;al 
sanctions could be obtained. 7 La Salle encouraged Drolin to 
remain for the eventual achievement of his goal. 8 After four 
years of tutoring in a family, Drolin established a charity 
school at Rome, and in 1710 began to teach in one of the re-
gional Papal schools there. 9 Legal recognition from the Pope 
10 
was at last. granted to the Institute in 1724. Six years 
1. Father Garreau, .£.ll.. __ g_i_t., p. 96. 
2. A. Delaire, .Qll..._ __ cit., P• 131. 
3. w. J. Battersby, PioJ!._e_'U:, .JUl.• __ c_it.., p. 189. 
4. lll.i..!!•, P• 189. 
5. Armand Ravelet, ..Q.lto __ c_i_t_., P• 227. 
6. Camion, .£.ll.. __ .cit., p. 34. 
7. j. Guibert., .Q.R. __ g_tt_._, P• 325. 
8. Hartin Dempsey, .Q..g.___g_it., p. 117. 
9. lv. J. Battersby, Pic:meer, .Qll._..___c_ij:_., pp. 188 and 189. 
10. Gabjiel Compayre~ Hist_g_i_rJL__Criti_QJl_L'!{tS. _D_o_c~_r_:i._n_e_s _ _g_~ 
l.-'_Ed uca_t:.iJl.!L.ilA. Fr<Ll!£.\L~..PJ.l_:Ls_].jJ_.§£ i:z:_i_e..Jll.a __ § ie__g_le, Li brai-
rie Hachette et Cie, Paris, 1879 1 Tome II, p. 333. 
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later the Pope allowed the Brothers to open new schools at Rome 
and gave them financial aid. 1 
Schools at Troyes.--The success of la Salle's schools con-
tinued to spread, and aroused the interest of a parish priest at 
Troyes, who persuaded la Salle to si~n a contract in 1701. 2 The 
3 
prosperity of the first school prompted the openin~ of others. 
Zver since he had become concerned with la i:>alle's communities, 
/ de la Chetardye felt that the Rules were too severe for the dis-
. 1 4 c1p es. La Salle believed that strict self-discipline produced 
stability, and refused to modify the rules. 5 
~1ile la Salle was visitin~ schools, the master of novices 
was too harsh with his char,~es, and they coMplained to the 
priest. A similar situation was precipitated by the Brother 
directing the Princess Street school. 6 The horrified priest 
considered la Salle's system responsible for such nutra~es and 
informed the Archbishop of Paris. It was with astonishmen': 
that la Salle heard from the Archbishop that he was no lon~er 
. f I ' 7 Super1or o the nst1tute. Abbot Uri.cot was chosen to replace 
him. But the Brothers would not consider having an;." other su-
perior, and even threatened to leave unless their beloved 
------------·---
1. .T. Guibert, .!lll... _cit., p. 330. 
2. Ib~q., p. 347. 
3. A. Delaire, .QJ!..o __ cit., p. 131. 
4. ]. Guibert, ..\Ut. __ c_ij;., p. 332. 
~. Armand Ravelet, JUL~~~t., p. 184. 
6. Hrs. R. F. Wilson, .2.P..t___qj.._"t;,., PP• 153 and 154. 
7. A. Delaire, 1UJ..• ..• c_it., P• 124. 
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" 
director \iere allowed to remain. 1 De la Chetardye wished to 
avoid humiliatiaz the Archbishop by simply droppin~ the case 
against la Salle. Therefore he and the 0thers involved in the 
matter made formal hut almost nonexistent changes. A new su-
peri.or was actually installed, but very soon he discontinued his 
occasional visits to the Institute. La Salle actually remained 
2 
the head of his community, which continued its devotion to him. 
§..qho_o_]Jl _ _J!._t A"'C_:!__:;m_£!1.--The year 1703 brou.,.ht both pleasure 
and sorrow to la Salle. He was pleased to answer the request 
of citizens at Avi~non, in the south of France, to open a school, 
and established one which was soon followed by others several 
3 years~ter. Avi.~non was practically a second headquarters to 
la Salle, and it was here that he had his books printed.• 
Brother __ BartheJ.e"mv.--During this year la Salle received 
; / <; 
Brother Barthelemy into the no vitiate.' This disciple would 
in time become one of la Salle's most trusted Brothers, and 
6 
soon would share the mana-;ement of the Institute witl1 him. 
Ho_der~!-._t_ion of .Itlu:!l.ical mortific;_~tj.Jl..!lB.. --The director real-
ized that teachers must be healthy anrl that corporal mortifica-
tions could onl~' harm their health. Therefore in the Rule_§_ he 
prescribed mitization of the disciplines which mi,:;ht he dan:,:-er-
ous to the members of the community. Their health would he 
1. The Cond~ct of Schools, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
.£ll_o __ c_ij:_., p. 20. 
2. A. Delaire, ..2,P_._ci t., p. 127. 
3. Father Garreau, .£.ll__o_£it., p. 101. 
4. J. Guibert, ..Q.It._ci1:;., p. 353. 
s. Edward A. Fitzpatrick,~- cit_., p. 173. 
6. Jl~~d., P• 173. 
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protected and outsiders could not accuse him of being too se-
1 
vere. 
2. The New House on Charonne Street 
,. . 
1.h.e ___ n_!!_w_hea<!_Q.!!i!-Y.J&.!:.S_._ --Since de la Chetardye con t~n ued to 
be less friendly to la Salle than during their earlier years 
to~ether, la Salle moved his house to Charonne Street, in a 
different parish. 2 There he would no lon ~e r be under the di-
rect supervision of his former friend. He immediately opened 
a new school in the parish. 3 
Tq~ _ _g_ris.iJL of the dominical sciJ.o __ ol.--Soon the desertion of 
the teachers in the dominical school threatened to end its exis-
4 
tence. A number of the Brothers refused to continue what they 
5 
considered a poor risk. Fortunately one volunteered to assume 
the classes, and the school was saved for several vears. 6 
after the last battle with the writing-masters, la Salle was 
again besieged by them and the teachers of the ~j;_ite_s tfcole!!_ 
7 
as well. The writin~-masters carried their complaints to 
court, accusin~ la Salle of rnonopolizin~ their teachin~ privi-
le::;es. All the writing materials at the Charonne Street school 
were seized b)' legal authority. Yet since charity schools were 
completely under the jurisdiction· of the curates and could 
1. w. j. Battersby, Pion~, .ill!.•- _<:<!...1<.•, p. 156. 
z. Hrs. R. F. Wilson, .ill!.• cit., p. 162. 
3. Frere Haximin, L., .illl.•-l<..it., p. 40. 
4. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, .ill!.• cit., p. 395. 
s. Martin Dempsey, ..QJt,_.sj.t., p. 88. 
6. J. Guibe rt, .2!>-L-ci t., p. 362. 
7. Armand Ravelet, £Ut~~i_1;.., p. 203. 
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therefore plan their own curricula, la Salle did not even bother 
1 
to appear in court. He i~nored the courtls order to pay a fine 
and to limit the scope of his instruction. But when the teachers 
; 
of the ~.ti t.!LL'Lcol_~!!. also brought charges of unlawful operation 
of his schools, la Salle decided to act. 2 Further fines and four 
sentences were imposed upon the Brothers between February and Au-
3 
r:ust. At this moment Nicolas Vuyart chose to betray the Insti-
tute and caused the do1mfall of the seminary at Saint-Hippolyte 
4 
for country teachers. Sava~e destruction in the Charonne Street 
5 
school by civil authorities forced its closing. The dominical 
school finally had to be discontinued. 6 
, 
The petites eccles group attempted to have the Saint-Sulpice 
schools closed, but they continued to exist during the following 
year. 7 
3. La Salle at Saint-Roch 
Flight to_Sai~~-Roch.--La Salle welcomed the timely appeal 
8 
of the parish of Saint-Roch for Brothers to direct a school. 
He retired there to a house on Saint-Honor{Street. Regret-
fully he abandoned the school when the priests demanded that the 
Brothers fulfill duties beyond their school responsibilities. 9 
.1,he _ _s:_i!,.ll to Rouen.--In the midst of the le<>:al persecutions 
1. j. Guibert, op. cit., p. 373. 
2. .!.bid., pp. 373 and 374. 
3. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, ~L-£it., p. 61. 
4. w. J. Battersby, .f.l,_o_rt~• ~._s;._i_t., p. 166. 
s. A. Delaire, ~--g_:i,.t., P• 133. 
6. Father Garreau, ~~-~~t., p. 112. 
7. J. Guibert, ~._<;_it., p. 379. 
s. A. Delaire, ..Q.P_. __ c_it., p.,, 133. 
9. ]. Guibert, ~.__-~~t., p. 380. 
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la Salle was asked to take over the charity schools at Rouen. 1 
They were, of course, the schools which Nyel had formerly di-
rected. It came about after the citizens of Rouen had noticed 
/ 
the successfnl new school at Darnetal, near Rauen, which la 
Salle had established with two of the Brothers. 2 The charity 
schools at Rauen had declined, and the people w:ished la Salle 
3 
to restore them. Yet all the Brothers whom the city officials 
received had to devote all their extra time to carin~ for the 
poor, as did the previous teachers. La Salle consented only 
because it would eventually allow him '"o transfer his house from 
the undesirable location in Paris to t.he calmer atmosphere of 
4 Rouen. After two years of workin2: beyond their endurance, the 
Brothers declared that they must leave their lodgings at the 
5 
almshouse. The city finally consented to allow the Brothers to 
live in a private dwelling, and later relieved them of the bur-
6 densome tasks at the almshouse. 
4. Saint-Yon 
The~_lL_Qil_J:L1;£!.r.·--La Salle moved his teachers and novices 
7 
to the house known as Saint-Yon, named after a former owner. 
, / 8 
Brother Barthelemy directed the six remainin; novices. 
ThE1._ sch_s_9_l __ ~t__D_i.io..!!·--Hardly had the community sc>ttled at 
Saint-Yon w:1en the city of Dijon asked for Brothers. Two teachers 
1. Hartin Dempsey, .2Jt. __ c_ij:., p. 121. 
2. Father Garre au, _Qp_.__ci t., p. 114. 
3. w. J. Battersby, PiQ.!Le_g 1 ..Q.ll... ___ c_i_1;. ·' p. 173. 
4. ]. Guibert 1 .QP~ __ ci1;., p. 389. 
5. I~i.Q., p. 393. 
5. w. ]. Battersb;-, Pione_~.r,, .2Jl.t__cit., p. 176. 
7. Camion 1 translated by Brother Noah, ..Q.ll_.__sj.t., p. 38. 
s. J. Guibert, .2Jt._ci.!,., p. 399. 
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were sent to open a school in December, 1705. 1 The poor people 
of Dijon were so ~rateful for this and the other s"hools which 
2 
.:;rew up that they wrote as a gronp to thank la Salle. 
Rouen desired a better and more advan,ed education for their 
3 
children than could be obtained at the paying schc>ols. It was 
natural that they turned to la Salle, who accepted the challe~~e. 
He establis~ed a boarding school at Saint-Yon, and with this new 
income ltas able to better slightly the li vin~ conditions of his 
4 
COIIII'lunity. The pro~ram established for thjs school is consi-
5 dered the source of the present-day high or secondary school. 
The curriculum was evolved by la Salle with the aid of the pa-
rents, who wanted a more practical pro~ram than that c>ffered by 
the classical colleges. The course of study included "general 
history, :;eography, literature and rhetoric, bookkeepin_g and 
accounting, geometry, architecture, and natural history." Re-
ligious studies formed an important part of the studies. 6 Pro-
visions were made for less advanced or yonnger pupils to take a 
course in primary subjects. 7 Duruy observed in 1867 that if 
such a farsig'1ted plan had been employed throu~hout the country, 
secondary teaching and schools for adults would have come into 
8 
general existence one entire century earlier. 
- ---------- ----- - ------
1. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, ~._£j_t., p. 97. 
2. Armand Ravelet, op. cit., p. 253. 
3. .!_h&_ .Q._o_n_d,_u_cJ: __ of__S_s:j:l_C'_O)...§., translated by ~-. de la F0ntainerie, 
..Q.P.•-- cit., p. 23. 
4. ]. Guibert, .2.PJ_$'j.t., Po 403. 
s. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, _Q.P.,_gj.J;., p. 391 
6. J. Guibert, ..Q_p....__<::j.j;., p. 404. 
7. Hartin Dempsey, ..Q.P..._sj._t<., p. 125. 
8. Brother Angelus Gabriel, _g_p_,_c_i!_., P• 26. 
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.!!2 .. R~ of _c..Q.!:!:_e_cc_1;_ion,--Certain other parents wished to 
~:i.ve their children the benefits of la Salle's discipline and 
education, But these children were a challenc-:e, for they were 
unusually difficult to manage, Yet la Salle added this respon-
sibility to his many others, and did an admirable ~ob, 1 These 
students also lived at the house and attended classes like those 
of the other boarders. 2 When their behavior had improved suffi-
ciently, they were allowed to become part of the other boardinc; 
3 
school, 
The~J:_QJ::.matj...Q.!l,--City officials then became anxious to 
have la Salle attempt the rehabili ta ti C'n of yC'ttn ~ convicts. The 
President of the Parliament of Normandy decried the immoral at-
mosphere of the prisons, and persuaded la Salle to accept per-
sons whom Parliament or the Kin~ would assign t0 him. 4 La Salle 
arranged for them to be housed in a separate buildin~, in indivi-
dual cells, visited only by the Brothers, the doctor, and la 
Salle, Onlr la Salle and the directors of the house knew their 
5 
names. They could raise birds and flowers, and as they became 
more tractable, were permitted to enter the <;roup formed of 
their own members, for meals and recreation, 6 Then they could 
take courses in geometry, design and architecture, and do work 
7 
on the house and gardens of Saint-Yon, Most of these "students" 
l. A, Delaire, ..9J!_, _ _s:_it,, p, 140, 
2, Ibi'-cj,, 1 P• 140, 
3. Edward A, Fitzpatrick, ..!?..It• ___ cit.., p. 397, 
4, Brother Angelus Gabriel, ..!?..It• cit,, p, 26, 
5, Edward A, Fitzpatrick, ..!Ut~_cit,, p. 398, 
6, Ib:!-_d,, p, 398, 
7, J, Gui bert, _QJl_._ cit,, p, 407, 
13( 
benefitted greatly from such kind but firm treatment, and some 
1 
even entered the community or became monks. 
For almost two centuries after the creation of this extra-
ordinary boarding school, the attitude would still prevail amonR 
most penologists that criminals must be punished and degraded 
2 
rather than corrected. La Salle may safely be credited with 
the worthy mission of establishing the first reformatory, in 
1709.
3 
.-
masters and the teachers of the .ru!.:titeL.jlcoles had continued to 
strike at la Salle. In 1706 they obtained a court order forbid-
ding la Salle to establish poor schools or normal schools at 
4 
Paris without permission from the Grand Chantre. At the re-
quest of the Brothers, la Salle closed the schools of Saint-
S 
Sulpice and placed the teachers in the provincial schools. 
who insisted that the Brothers return to continue their effec-
6 , 
tive work. De la Chetardye wrote to la Salle and promised him 
protection in the future. He satisfiedfue payin~ teachers by 
promisin~ to see to it that no families able to pay would ever 
send their children to la Salle's schools. 7 The Brothers then 
returned, after only a few months away from Paris. It marked 
1. ]. Guibert, op. ci~., p. 408. 
2. Brother Angelus Gabriel, £ULL_~i~., p. 26. 
3. 1'1. J. Battersby, PiQ.n~_ey, ..Q.R. __ \)j._t., p. 182. 
4. Armand Ravelet, .Qll..o_cit., p. 206. 
s. The Condu~~-~£Cho~ls, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
.Qll.....__ci t., p. 21. 
6. Ib:iJ!., p. 21. 
7. I~id., P• 22. 
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the end of the attacks on them by the paying teachers. 
Harseilles .• --When the city of Harsei lles had heard of la 
Salle's school at Avi~non, it wished to have him set up one for 
1 
them in a completely neglected quarter of the city. La Salle 
answered the request for teachers by sendin:-; two Brothers in 1706. 
They soon established a school, and children flocked to it. 2 
Ot_h_e_r_ communities.--The pace of the Institute's expansion 
quickened when in 1707 four other cities asked and received la 
Salle's co operation in setting up Christian schools. They were 
" 3 the cities of Valreas, Hende, Alais, and Grenoble. 
La Salle survived the nationwide famine of 1709, durin~ 
which he moved the novitiate to Paris. 4 After the hardships 
had passed, he complied with the requests for Brothers from the 
large cities of Hacon (1709), and Versailles, Boulo,n;ne-sur-Her, 
and Houlins (all 1710). 5 It was one of la Salle's busiest per-
iods since he was at the same time organizino; the reformator~· 
at Rouen. 
/ Clemen~_an~ th~ sem~nary.--Before these schools wer? opened, 
/ la Salle had been importuned by a young man named Clement to open 
6 
a seminary for day teachers. This incredible affair lasted for 
six years and perhaps caused la Salle the deepest sorrow of his 
life. 
-------· 
1. Father Garreau, .QD_._ci't;., P• 112. 
2. Hartin Dempsey, _QJl_. __ c_:i,__to, p. 128. 
3. Hrs. R. F. Wilson, ..QJ;!_._sj.t., PP• 173-175. 
4. A. Delaire, S'..Ro.sJ._t_., Po 148. 
s. J.,Gnibert, ~._c:;_i_t., P• 688. 
6. Frere Haximin, L., ..QJ;!_. __ cit., Po 41. 
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CHAPTER VII 
LA SALL~IS FINAL Y~ARS 
1711-1719 
, 
1. The Clement Affair 
, 
~ini_lllL..I;_c_hq_ol _ _at SaJ .. nt_-Deni~. --The Clement affair be <"an 
in 1707 when the young Jean-Baptiste Cle'ment, twenty-two years 
of a::;e, came to la .Salle to ask his aid in es+:ablishing a nor-
mal school for country teachers. 1 La Salle willin~ly consented, 
2 
for he had reserved a sum of money for such a purpose. Hore 
tha"I a year later the location was chosen, the village of Saint-
D .. 3 en1.s. 
, 4 
Clement bought the house for thirteen thOI>sand pounds. 
It was necessary, however, to Make the first deposit and to sio;n 
a contract. " Clement could not sign the contract, for he was be-
low the a;;e 5 of twenty-five, and thus a minor. La Salle was not 
permitted to si.gn either because he was the head of a community 
h . h . 1 6 w 1ch ad not yet rece1ved etters patent. Honsieur Horier, 
a friend of la Salle who had encoura~ed the project, a~reed to 
7 
sign the contract. La Salle paid the first deposit of 5 1 200 
8 pounds. Rogier signed the contract in October, 1708, and 
Cle'ment si,r:ned an acknowled:;ment of la Salle•s pa~'ment, which 
was to be only a loan. 9 The followin~ year the normal school 
1. 
z. 
3. 
4. 
s. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
' Frere Haximin, L., ..2P...o,._C_i_!., p. 41. 
J. Gui bert, ..Q.R• __ c_i 1<., p. 2. 
Father Garreau, ~-~-cit., p. 133, 
Armand Ravelet, op. c_it., p. 280, 
A, Delaire, op. cit., p. 154. 
Ibid., P• 154. 
Fr1lre. Maximin, L., ..Q..R_._c_i_t_., p. 42. 
l..Q.i.._cl., p. 43. 
]. Guibert, .Q..P.. __ s;_it,, p. 473. 
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1 , 
was opened. Clement often visited the school and was deli~hted 
0 h 0 0 2 
wJ.to J.ts prosperJ.ty. 
;' 
B~trua_l_o.f.._Roooi_~r_ anq __ Clem~.--soon Roo,;ier found a clien+ 
/ 
willin: to pay even more for the house tha~ Clement had pro-
0 d 3 m1se • And the father of the minor succeeded in persuading 
his son to cancel what he considered to be an unwise ar:reement. 
, 
Especially after Clement became an abbot 0f much social impor-
4 
tance did he show actual indifference to tl~ normal school. He 
even refused to repa: la Salle's loan, and also denied the exist-
ence of the debt, claiming that he had been forced to encoura~e 
5 
the establishment of the school. In additj on, he accused la 
Salle of forcing a minor to sign a promise of money. 
Thj! __ lal!ll_ui t. --La Salle immediately returned from his visit 
to southern France, in 1711. A few months later, in 1712, la 
6 Salle was called to court. He produced all the documents writ-
ten during the~ansaction. 7 But even Rogier and other "friends" 
8 failed to defend him, and he lost the case. The count can-
/ 
celled the debt of Clement, and la Salle was humiliated by be-
9 
ing called a corrupter of minors. The house at Saint-Denis 
was given by court order to Rogier, and the Brothers ordered to 
10 
leave. They would have to return t0 Paris. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
w. J. Battersby, l!i2..lleJl.l:• ..Q.p_. __ cj.j<., p. 109. 
..Ll?..i_q., p. no. 
Armand Ravelet, o2.1h .... _c.:i,.!., P• 280. 
Hartin Dempsey, .Q.:Q.._ cit_._, P• 132. 
]_bicj.., pp. 132 and 133. 
Armand Ravelet, ..Q.p_~~·• pp. 281 and 282. 
A. Delaine, ..Q.P_. __ ci-1;., p. 155. 
Edward A. Fitzpatrick, ..Q.!t.__sjt., p. lOS. 
Fr~re Haximin, L., .Q.R_.__~it., p. 45. 
J. Guibert, op. ci-~;., P• 156. 
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Both traitors paid later for their behavior, though in op-
posite ways. Clfment was sentenced to life imprisonment several 
years later for crimes against the State. 1 Ro~1er in his will 
left 360 pounds income to la Salle 2 "for reasons of conscience." 
,k~ __ s_ill..cr_ex_ile.--What hurt la Salle most deeply was that 
while he was visitin~ schools, the Brothers had sent him the 
various court decisions just as they had been addressed to la 
3 
Salle. These failed to reco-;nize him as supedor <'f the Bro-
4 
thers and were addressed in an insul<:in~ manner. This seeming 
abandonment by his disciples caused la Salle temporarily to dis-
continue all correspondence with the Parisian Brothers and to 
5 
take a prolonged trip to visit the so11thern schools. 
Sc]!_o_oJ .. At __ !-_es Vans .--Toward the end of 1711 la Salle had 
opened a school at Les Vans, which was continued in spite of 
6 
physical violence done to the school by Hu~nenots. It was the 
last school which la Salle established. 7 
2. La Salle•s Visit to the South 
1712-1714 
Ar::r.ivM__:i,_n __ t_h.lL_Sou_th.--La Salle left Paris in Harch of 1712 
and first visited Avi.~non, then Alais, Les Vans, and Hende. In 
8 
each "ity he was welcomed and honored by all. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
A\ Delaire, .QJL•. _cit_., p. 156. 
Frere Haximin, L., .QJL• cit., p. 4~. 
J. Gui bert, .£Jh __ c_i t. 1 p. 480. 
Ib_i..Q., p. 480. 
Hartin Dempsey, .QJL.__cit., p. 139. 
J. Guibert, .QJL._c_1t_., pp. 464 and 465. 
A. Delaire, ..Q.P.... __ cit_., P• 150. 
J. Guibert, .QJL.~it., pp. 484-487. 
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seilles, he was more warmly welcomed than in the previously 
. . d . . 1 v1s1te c1t1es, Withfue help of many friends he established 
a novitiate for lay teachers. 2 But so on the warmth of la 
Salle's friends chan~ed to hatred. jansenism was then at its 
hei.c;ht in France, especially in Harseilles. 3 \{hen la Salle 
discovered the Jansenist leanings of many of his colleagues, 
4 he frankly opposed their standin~. At once they began to re-
taliate, and effected the cancellation of plans for a new school, 
and in addition caused the downfall of the novitiate, 5 The most 
injurious lies were all too influential a part of their campai.<~n. 
Yet la Salle remained loyal to the Pope • 
.Q.r~l!_o_]lle .• --After approximately a year at Harseilles, la 
Salle went on to Grenoble, in 1713, where he stayed for about 
6 
six months. He even took pleasure in teachinc; the class of an 
absent Brother, guiding the children in every act. 7 
Let t~r_s __ f.r_..Q..Jll...j;_Qe_l3.rot.ll.eL~•.-:- In early 1714 the Brothers be-
sie,~ed la Salle with letters, askino: him to return to the direc-
tion of his Institute. 8 Outsiders had been tryin~ to delegate 
authority over the community to other ecclesiastics, and the 
Brothers felt the need of la Salle's leadershjp, 
1. Father Garreau, .QP_.__£_i_!,, p. 136. 
2, Hrs. H. F. Wilson, .!U!.o __ c:_:i,.t., p. 191. 
3. w. ]. Battersby, Pioneer, .!U!.o_.c_i_t;., p. 196. 
4. Camion, ..Q!l._._ cit., P• 40. 
$. Father Garreau, SUl...t..._cit,, p. 139, 
6, ], Guibert, SUl...t.. .. cJ..t., p. 506, 
7. Brother Denis, F.s.c., "The Role of Jesus," .QP_. __ _c_it., p. 11. 
B. The Conduc:_t_..Q..f_§_~4.~~ls, tra~slated by F, de la Fontainerie, 
.9.Il• .. c.i.J;.., p. 26. 
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Salle returned to Paris, joyfully received by all his disciples 
l 
there. He at last realized their devotion to him. 
3. The Mother House at Saint-Yon 
De_~th _Q..f___kQ..t!._is .XI\'. --When Louis XIV died the following year, 
2 the Christian Brothers lost a generous benefactor. La Salle 
therefore decided to transfer the novitiate from Paris to less 
expensive quarters at Saint-Yon, where he would remain to ~uide 
3 
them. 
La Salle_'_Llas_:t;__io_u_rne.x. --In 1716 la Salle visited the Bro-
4 
thers at Boulogne and Calais. But he was by Pow quite infirm 
and determined to resi:n from his directorship of the Institute. 5 
As soon as he returned to Saint-Yon, he took steps to accomplish 
his plan. 
Hi:u;_!.o~n_ .o_f_l;l_r:_Q.~h.e_r_ BattJtf.J{rny.--La Salle informed his com-
munity at Rauen of his decision. They then dele~ated Brother 
/ I 
Barthelemy to inform the other communities of la Sa1le's re-
tirement and of the comin~ election for a nel; Superior. 6 By 
~,. 
mid-year of 1717 Brother Barthelemy had journeyed to all the 
communities and revealed the news. 7 
Tl1_e _ _5ll_~c_"tj.ot)_.--All Brothers were immediately assembled at 
Saint-Yon for the election. La Salle refrained from votin~ in 
l. Hrs. R. F. Wilson, .Q.P_. __ cit .• , p. 203. 
2. .T. Guibert, ..Q.lh__c_i_t., P• 550. 
3. Hartin llempse:r, .£Il...___cj...!;., p. 154. 
4. Hrs. R. F. Wilson, .Qll..o_~c_:i,_t., p. 208. 
5. Father Garreau, .£Il.•....Sit., p. 156. 
6. Armand Ravelet, ~-·-~~-t., PP• 345 a''d 346. 
7. Tl}5l __ gonduct _o_(_Schools, translated by F. de la Fontajnede, 
.Q.P_o_ s_:j.j:_ o 1 p • 2 7 0 
~..){ 
l 
order to Make the decision entirely their own. On Hay 18, 1717, 
Brother Barthe'le1ny was elected the new Superior of the Institute. 
4. La Salle's Last Days 
La .§aJle_'_s_J:_e_tir_e_~_'Lt• --La Salle row felt extremely re-
2 
lieved and happy, for he could at last obe:• instead of command. 
He could also return to a life of quiet meditation, for which 
he had prayed so long. 
with la Salle's help, especially those concernin~ modesty, and 
~overnment of the Institute. 3 The rules of the Institute have 
undergone very little change since then. 4 
Pux:_c_h_~_s_'L_oJ:__S_;l_i)lt:.!9_1'\•--Saint-Yon, which had only been 
5 
rented by la Salle, was bought by the Brothers in Harch, 1718. 
In addition to havin.~ a permanent home, the Institute became 
more secure when it later received letters patent from the Kin~, 
6 
in 1725. 
La _S_a_l_],_e_!_s_ Jas:t_ .,YiLay. --The last year of la ::>alle 's life 
7 
was passed quietly at Saint-Yon, preparin" for death. His 
only task in the community was to act as the "onfessor to its 
8 fifty men. It was durin<; this period that he wrote his 
1. J. Gui bert, ..Q.P..__c_i_!:., p. 56 4. 
2. Armand Ravelet, .Q.p_. __ <;:j._1::., p. 354. 
J. Father Garreau, .Q.IU..SJ..!•• pp. 160 and 161. 
4. .:IMJ_o_ll.C\.tl£.!...Q.f_ Sc_hool.§., translated b;'" F. de la Fontainerie, 
.2:Q.._cit., p. 27. 
5. J. Guibe rt, .2:Q.._cj.j:., P• 593. 
6. Zdward A. Fitzpatrick, ..QJt, __ c_i_\;., p. 181. 
7. Father Garre au, ..Q.I>.. __ cj.,!., P• 164. 
8. Cami on, ll•--9.:!-.t.•, p. 43. 
in rivin~ talks to the Brothers and novices on Sundays and 
special days, and in visitin.~ the inmates of the reformatory 
and the members of the boarding school, 2 His last public act 
was to write to Calais, in January, 1719 1 to den:'" any adher-
. 3 
ence to Jansen~sm. 
Final h1Jmili,9.t.:\..9.t.l _o__f_l_a Sal:).e,--Only a few days before 
his death, in April, 1719, la Salle was informed tl1at he had 
4 
been deprived of the office of confessor because of a lie, 
Although la Salle had several years earlier agreed to bring 
his pupils to certain parish services, he discontinued the 
5 
practise thereof when the reformatory was created, He then 
confined all services to the chapel at Saint-Yon in order to 
prevent any escapes by the inmates while in the parish church, 
6 
and also for the sake of keeping their identities secret, In 
spite of the common sense and truthful explanation of these 
facts la Salle was denied the powers of a confessor, It was 
a cruel thin~ to do, in view of the fact that his days were 
numbered, 
b.LS,?o].).J!_,_s_Jie.ath.--During the last" few weeks of his life, 
7 
la Salle was gravely ill and had to remain in bed, He grew 
weaker_, and on Friday, April 7, 1719, just before he died, he 
--------------. 
1. Brother Denis, F.s.c., "The Role of Jesns," ..Q.ll._, __ c_j,J_., p. 28. 
2, J, Guibert, ~~~~., PP• 598 and 599, 
3, W. J, Battersby, LeJltil~• ~-~it., PP• 266 and 267, 
4, A, Delaire, ..Q.ll..._...£.it,, p, 188. 
5, Hartin Dempsey, ~_,_cjj:,,, p. 164, 
6. J. Guibe rt, ~-•-"-i t., P• 604. 
7, Hrs. R, F, Wilson, .211.·-~it,, p, 218, 
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exclaimed, 11 I adore in all things the conduct of God toward 
me ,ul These words could well be considered as the source and 
motive of every act in his life, A few hours later he died. 
J!i.s_ legac_y __ t_g_ Fra!l_CJ:.--Dnrinr his lifetime la Salle had 
worked to create an invaluable herita~e for his nation, At 
the time of his death there were twent~·-two teaching commnni-
2 
ties in France and one in Rome, The five normal schools for 
lay teachers which he had begun did not last because of poor 
3 
nana~ement. 11 f . d4 B;• 7 7 none o them ex1.ste • 
Yet, unknown to la Salle, his Institute was to expand 
enormousl~· until it became a worldwide or<;anization, Only 
such a man as la Salle could have had the tenacity and cour-
are to develop a work so greatly needed in France but so dif-
ficnlt to be,"in, ~!any children owe to this saint their now 
uncontested right to a good education, The \Nrld, as well as 
the Catholic church, owes la Salle the deepest homage for his 
accomplisl,Ments. 
1. ~'a,ther Garreau, .Q.P_, __ g_:i,_:t<., p. 169, 
2. Frere Haximin, L, , B.ILo. _cj.j;, , p. 18 3, 
3, Brother Denis, F.s.c., 11 The Role of Jesus.-" ~. __ cJJ:,, p. 13, 
4. ll?.~ d.. ' p. 3 7. 
CHAPTZR VIII 
THZ PROGRZSS OF THZ INSTITUT3 
1717-1953, 
1. The Pre-Revolutionary Period, 1719-1789 
The_ Ins_t_i_t_u_!!La..t~J__a_§_a,_l_l_e_'.§..._d_e_atlt.--The Institute in 1719 
was lvell organized and had begun to expand. Two years before 
l 
la Salle's death there were 101 Brothers in the various schools. 
In the second quarter of the ei:;hteenth century the Insti-
tute increased the number of trades which it tauo:ht, assumed 
charge of a free public library at Hontanban, and helped pre-
pare young men to become specialists in various fields. The-
2 
ored cal courses in an;riculture were initiated at Cherbourg. 
By 1751 more tha,-, 60 new foundations had been established in 
France, with two schools also in Ferrara, Italy, and Zstavayer, 
Switzerland. 3 
Pr:~Xe_v_oJ._utio_n_ay_y_u_i_r_i.,!. --The peaceful and optimistic at-
mosphere for the Brothers' work did not last much longer. The 
radical chann;es of the Revolution were foreshadowed by the grow-
ing influence of the rationalists of the century. In 1763 la 
Chalotais, Procurator General of the Parli.am-~nt of Brittany, 
condemned the Christian Brothers. They were ruining ever:·thing, 
1. w. ]. Battersby, Let_t_e_£s_, ..QJt. __ cj,_t., p. XX. 
2. Brother Angelus Gabriel, F.s.c., ..Qlt•_9_l't::•, p. 29. 
3. J. Guibert, .QJL._c_:ij;_., p. 634. 
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-A 
he said, by teachin~ to read and write people who should know 
only the use of the file or plane. People should never be edu-
l 
cated beyond their occupations. 3ven Voltaire a7reed. 
But pro.:;ress continued. Most of the new foundations were 
on the secondary school level because of the ~reat social 
changes k . 2 ta J..n~ place. The first establishment of the Insti-
tnte in the western hemisphere was a colleo;e, in 1774, at 
3 
Hartinique, West Indies. It also had to close at the start 
of the i{evolntion. Just before the war there were about 1,000 
Brothers, in 121 communities in France and abroad, teachin<; 
.1 4 36,000 ch1 dren. 
2. The Destruction Wrou~ht by the Revolution, 1789-1801 
1'..\Le_ decrees.--Before the full strength of the violence of 
the war fell on the Brothers, they were gradually separated 
from their work by government decrees. The decrees of 1790 
suppressed all reli~ious orders and con~re~ations. 5 The Bro-
ther ~uperior then ~ave his disciples permission to retire 
~ h . ' d 6 for the momert, w,.,erever t ey w1s,1e • The decree of 1791 
ordered all persons in public teachin:: to take an oath of sub-
mission to the civil constitution; the Brotl1ers, however, ch<'se 
7 
to leave their v<'cations rather than betrav their founder. 
l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
Hrs. R. F. Wilson, .Q.R._c:..i.!•, p. 4. 
1.hJL_C_o_nd1.!.9._t _ _gf Sc.h_o.o.ls, tra'1slated b;.· F. de la Fontaineri.e, 
~- _ cJ.:t;....._, 'P. 2 8 • 
Brother Anf':elus Gabriel, F.s.c., .£.P_.__c_i_t_., p. 42. 
Geor::;es Ri-;ault, .Q.P_._sj,J;_., P• 47. 
Hartin Dempsey, .Q.R._ cit., p. 184. 
Father Garrean, _CUJ_._ .~i.t., P• 194. 
W. J. Battersby, PioQeE, .£.Il.•_Sit., P• 220. 
~ 
The Institute was almost completely annihilated trhen, the fol-
lowing year, it was suppressed in all Frenclt terri.t:ory. 1 The 
Brothers left France, and their propert:r was confiscated by 
the 2 State. 
1' .. .l!~J:!J_v_e_r:nmetl!.1_s_._c_x:_1l.el ty.--Then be~an the brutal nersecu-
tion of the Brothers. The Superior General was imprisoned in 
1793 and left there nntil the murder of Robespierre, four years 
3 later. Hany Brothers were hunted out and killed. They were 
"uillotined and killed on the pontoons at Rochefor1:. 4 Hany of 
the :·onnger ones were forced to join the arr'ly, and the older 
s 
Brothers were driven from their coMmunities. A few were able 
to continue teachin.o: where they had fled. 6 One such place of 
exile was Lyon, which would soon witness the rebirth of the 
J . 7 nst1tute. Several were able to travel to Italy, whic 1t housed 
the onl:• two establishments left to the Brothers, in Rome and 
0 . 8 rvJ.eto. Those who remained in France had been forced for 
their own safety to become public teachers, clothed in secular 
9 garments. l'ihen the French invaded I+aly in 1798, they abo-
lished the Roman schools of the Institute, so that the 15 Bro-
10 
thers possessed only the two houses in Ferrara and Orvieto. 
---
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Hartin Denpsey, .QIL._ ci_t;., p. 185. 
w. ,T. Battersby, Pi~~e_\'l..,r, ..QJh_ s .. ~t., p. 220. 
Hartin Dempsey, ..Q.Ro.._cit., p. 186. 
The__Q_o_lll!}tct o_:t:__s_chools, translated b:· F. de la Fontainerie, 
op. ci_t., p. 31. 
Brother Angelus Gabriel, F.s.c., 2..ll.•--cL:r .• , p. 30. 
]. Guibert, .QIL,_£..tt., P• 644. 
A. Delaire,.QP ...... _cit., p. 196. 
J. Gnibert, .P..ll.._gj._t•, p. 644. 
Father Garreau, .2J!_.._._ci1;., p. 200. 
_Ibid •• p. 200. 
J.4.) 
Napoleon, however, had just assumed the leadership of 
France and was to be generous to the Brothers. 
3, Re-establishment of the Institute, 1801-1870, 
Pe~<;£_.J{.itJL.!..he __ c_h_urch,--Napoleon in 1801 established a 
peace a-;reement with the Church, 1 The Institute soon pro-
fited from this. Since teachers were scarce, he requested 
the aid of the religious orders which had tan~ht before 1-he 
1 . 2 ReYo utJ.on, The decree of 1803 le~alized the exi~tence of 
the Brothers in France, and those who had fled now rushed to 
3 
Lyon, the new Hother House, Two years later the:· returned 
to their religious drass, which they had discarded for their 
own protection dud.n-; the persecution, 4 
education under the system of the IMperial University and 
5 
incorporated the Brothers. They got alonn; well with their 
august superior, By the time of the Restoration, in 1814, 
there were 380 Brothers, in 55 houses, teachin'C 18,000 chil-
6 dren. Napoleon•s reign had evidently agreed with them, 
The_~e_s.!.._o_ra1-'-:LQ.'lo--Louis XVIII also favored education, 
The Brothers agreed with him that elementarv education was 
to he based on religion, respect for the law, and loyalty to 
1, Brother Angelus Gabriel, F.s.c., .QF_._...£cit.., p. 34, 
2, Hrs, R, F, Wilson, .2lt• .. S..i_!., p. 229, 
3, Father Garreau, .Q1)_._cit.., p. 201. 
4, Hartin Dempsey, op. c_:ij:,, p. 193, 
5, W, J, Battersby, PiO_IJ.~_<u;:, .Q.P_. __ c::_:jj;,, p. 222, 
6. Father Garreau, .Q.P • .___cit., p. 206. 
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the Kin",. 1 Louis XVIII allowed any relj '!,ions organization to 
2 
provide teachers for the communes which asked for them. The 
popularity of the Christian Brothers naturally resulted in the 
expansion of their schools. 
3 
first establishment of t-he Brot-hers in tltis countr:· was opened. 
It was at Sainte Genevieve, Hissouri, but- lasted for only three 
years, when lack of finances forced its closino;. No other at-
tempt was made in America for 23 ~-ears. 
The __ ~!L-.colutio_JL_o_f __ l830.--The Revolution of 1830 also favored 
4 
the Brothers t work. At this time were begnn the night schools 
for adults, which were aided during the reign 5 of Louis-Philippe. 
Th.~_J!_x:_QJ:_hers_;in_C_<!_n_ada.--An earlier school founded in Can-
ada by the Institute had failed, but in 1837 they opened their 
6 
first permanent institution there, in Hontreal. The followint; 
year they added a novitiate, and thus was be::-;un the first sue-
cessful community in the New World. 
Broj:Jte.J:_~hi],_:jJlll_~.--Brother Philippe hecame Superior-C'reneral 
in 1838 and during his illustrious 36 years• leaders~ip guided the 
7 
Institute to \vorld-wide expansion. The 2 76 communi ties which 
1. 1'..l!!l ••• Qoncl._l!c_1:__oJ__S_c;_h_o_ols,, translated bv F. de la Fontainerie, 
..Qlt. __ c_i_t.., p. 31. 
2 • .r. Gtdbert, ..Q.P_.__c_Lt., p. 661. 
3. Brother Angelus Gabriel, F.s.c., .£ll...__c_i_1;. •• p. !'3. 
4. Tlw __ C_o_I)_c:l._ttc_t..__o_f__S_c_l!_o_ols, translated b;• F. de la Fontainerie, 
.£ll..,,Q1;... p. 3 2. 
s. Hrs. R. F. Wilson, .£ll..•. _cj,_"t;., pp. 231 and 233. 
6. w. J. Battersb:•, Pioneer, .£ll..• __ gJ:.., p. 225. 
7. J. Guibert, .9JL• __ cit., p. 655. 
ha estab1ishad outside France were in other countries of Europe, 
the Americas, Africa, and Asia, 1 Under 
number of Brothers increased from 2,700 
Brother Philj.ppc the 
2 
to 11,570, A number 
of schools which he founded were agricultural and technical, 3 
successful attempt was made to establish a school in the United 
States, The Archbishop of Baltimore had r"'quested t\;o Brothers 
to open a school in his . 4 Cl.ty. This was Calvert Hall College, 
begun in 1845, One of the Brothers was Canadian and the other 
American, the first in the Institute, 
England,--It was American Brothers who were called to be-
5 
gin the Institute in England, They were sent only ten years 
after the Institute was founded in America, 6 and modelled the 
. 7 English schools after their Suropean board1n~ schools. 
4, Anticlerical Opposition to the Institute, 1870-1940 
1870 throuro;h 1871, was difficult for the Brothers beca11se of 
their extreme patriotism, Brother Philippe offered to the 
8 
~overnmen~ all the services of the Institute, The government 
gratefully accepted., and at the Superior-General's sun;o:estion, 
converted the Institute's houses to hospitals, wher·~ the Brothers 
1, J. Gui bert, .£.1?..o_<;_i_t:., p. 655. 
2, \V, J. Battersby, .f.io..n.~a_r, .£1l.. __ c_j~t., p, 224, 
3, Ibiq,, p. 225, 
4. Brother An.;alus Gabdel, F.s.c., .£11.•. s_i_t., pp. 78 and 79. 
5, \V, j. Battersby, ..Q.P_._s.i_t,, p. 226, 
6, Martin Dempsey, op, cit,, p, 233, 
7, w. J, Battersby, .f.i_on~e_r, .2,P_. __ cit,, p. 225. 
8, Hrs, R, F. Wilson, op. c-'it .• , p. 252, 
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1 
cared for the wounded. They also volunteered for ambula'1ce 
service, carn'in~ the wounded 
2 
they also buried the dead. 
from the battlefields. Later 
Over ~00 Brothers in Paris alone 
3 
devoted themselves to such service. In spite of all this 
they never ne~lecte<l their teachin,, but took turns i.n the 
4 
classroom and in their war work. 
Tl!_e ___ C_Q.m..,!ll_l\.!l!l.o--It was after the war that the Brothers suf-
fered persecution from their enemies, for then "arne the period 
5 
of the Commune (1871). The anti-reli-:;ions gover"'ment seized 
all the property of the Church and closed one of the Brothers• 
h 1 f . 6 SC 00 S or COnV1CtSo The Hot her House, at Pads, was con-
verted to a hospital f0r two months. 7 But almost as soon as 
8 
the sch0ols had been closed, they were ordered to open again. 
Still, tl1e Institute continued to crow, and in 1880 it had 
four times as many houses as it had before the Revol11tion. 9 
pletely destr11ctive to the Brothers in France. In 1882 a law 
was passed w~ich compelled all children to attend sch0ols, 
10 
which were free. But there was to be no teachinr of reli<eion. 
This did not stop the Brothers, however, from holdin~ religious 
11 
classes outside the s~hool hours. 
1. 
2. 
3 • 
4. 
s. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
Hartin Dempsey, .2.!L• .. _c_i_t., p. 208. 
]2jA., PP• 209-211. 
Hrs. R. F. Wilso"', ..Q.R.__cit., p. 258. 
.lbiJ!., P• 258. 
Hartin Dempsey, _'lll...__cit .• , p. 212. 
Hrs. R. F. WH.son, ~-s_it., p. 261. 
Ibid., p. 263. 
_Ib_:i_~., P• 265. 
Abbe' Faillon, ..Q.R.__ci t., p. 13. 
Hartin Dempsey, ..Q.R._. cit. 1 P• 223. 
The __ Con!lJl_c.t__o_L§_c]l_s~ols, translated by F. de la ~'ontainerie, 
~--cit., p. 33. 
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" 
In 1886 all members of religious orders were excluded from 
teachin; in the communal schools. They were allowed to main-
tain their private schools if they compUe d with the rules for 
1 
certification of teachers and inspection of schools. 
Yet the Brothers must have applauded a vict0ry that was 
finally won by la Salle. For in 1882, t-he simultaneous method, 
which lte had so warmly defended, was made the official method 
2 for all schools. 
IlL!.._~_Jlew __ cer~_t.!!J'.I·--Althou~h the order was almost crushed 
in France, the Institute prospered elsewhere. Jt included over 
15,000 Brothers, with houses in Europe, Asia, America, and 
Africa. 3 It taught 322,376 pupils 4 and cared for 8 1 000 or-
5 
phans. Such devotion to a cause simply could not be crushed. 
J~il~jJI_JL~l~i~~.--The Christian Brothers had to prepare to 
leave their country when in 1904 all reli~ious orders were for-
6 
bidden to teach in France. The Institute moved its Mother House 
to Lembecq-lez-Hal, a suburb of Brussels, in Bel"ium. 7 They were 
given ten years to end their legal existence in France. 
The First _Wo.r.l.J:L..War.--In August, 1914, _;ust: one month be-
fore the Institute was to have finished its evacuation from 
8 France, :;eneral mobilization was ordered. Hany of the Brothers 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
The _ _Q_o_n_duct _q.i__S_cho_ols, translated by F. de la Fontainerie, 
~--ci-t;., p. 33. 
J. Guibert, £Ut. __ ci~., p. 675. 
Ibi_d,., P• 6 59. 
Ibid., P• 659. 
A. Delaire, £UL• ci~., p. 194. 
Hartin Dempsey, £Ut• ___ cj_-t;., p. 226. 
The ___ Con<!_l!_S:_t __ o_L.':i_cjiools, translated bv F. de la Fontainerie, 
.Q.J;t. __ c_i t • , p. 3 3 • 
Ibid,., P• 34. 
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immediately forgot their country's cruelty to them and thought 
only of defendin~ France, Nineteen hundred ioined the army, and 
the older members cared for the wounded, At the war's end 280 
had given their lives for a country which had intended their ruin, 
Th~_Jl._t_tj._tud...e _ _Q_t__F_rance in 1940,--Even in 1940 France dis-
played rather ambivalent feelin<;s toward the Brothers, She em-
plo~·ed them in her educational pro n;rams for her various colonies 
2 
and protectorates, But there were three of the Institute's 
establishments which were allowed to exist legally in France: 
the school for the missionary novitiates, the houses actd land 
.3 for the old and the sick Brothers, and the orphanages, At 
least France realized the value of the Brothers as overseas 
teaching diplomats and as homemakers for orphans, 
3, The Institute Todav, 1940-1953 
.J_h_e_ Institute i_n __ :)._9_•U.--Althou~~h France has almost denied 
her child, the Institute has continued to "row in other parts 
of the world. The Hot her House was transferred to Rome, cer-
4 
tainly the location most cordial to the efforts of the order, 
By 1947 the Brothers numbered 19,000, and they 1;ere teachin'! 
5 
approximately 400,000 children in 1,275 schools of all kinds, 
T~J_nstit_u_te_i_'l._~~5_3,--Perhaps the greatest tribute to 
1, ~h~~n~~~~ of School$, translated by F, de la Fontaineri.e, 
.9.Il_.__c_:i,J .• , p, 3 4, 
2, Hartin Dempsey, .£lt·--~it,, P• 228, 
3, .Ill.:i.fi.' p. 232, 
4, Brother Ambrose Michael, F,S,c., Principal of St, Mary's 
Hi<:>:h School, Pond Street, Waltham, Hassachusetts, in an 
interview with the writer, 
5, Rev, Edward F, Garesch~ S,J., "What Should We Think of the 
Brother's Vocation?", Pamphlet, Vista Haria Press, New York, 
New York, 1947, p. 20, 
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1 
the Brothers would be to list all the types of institutions 
which the~r were maintainino- as of l9S3, in 60 countries of the 
l 
world. They are: 
"Colleges--Professional Schools--Grammar Schools. 
Teacher Training Institutions--Military Academies--
Technical Institutions--High Schools (Diocesan, 
Parochial, Private Schools). Reform Schools--
Orphan Homes ani Schools--Missionary Schools--
Schools for Trades and Crafts. In Seminaries--
Departments of Religious Instruction Methods and 
Techniques of Pedago~y. lvelfare Institutions--
Rehabilitazion Insr.ituti<'ns for War Amputee Children 
of Italy." 
The ranks of the Brothers hav-e also been increasing, for 
in 1953, there were in this country alone 2,000 Brothers in 90 
schools, teachin~ 60,000 children. The world-wide Institute 
in that year was comprised of 20,000 Brothers, teachin~ 500,000 
3 
students in 1,300 schools. 
Can_oniz_JJ,t_i<''l__o_f _ _l_a,__s_al_lj!.--The Roman Catholic Church has 
rewarded the devotion and effort of la ~alle, one of her great-
est defenders. In 1840 he was declared Venerable; in 1888 he 
was beatified; and in 1900, he received the n:r,,atest award tl-tat 
4 
the Church can bestow upon its members: sainthood. The Insti-
tute of Saint Jean-Baptiste de la Salle continues bdlliantl'' 
to fulfill the goals set by its dedicated founder. 
1. Brothers of the Christian Schools, in notes of the theater 
pro<;ram for "Room Service," by J. Hurra~' and A. Boretz, 
o;iven at the Bishop Bradley Hi~h School, Hanchester, N. H., 
December, 1953, p. 6. 
2. I~~d., P• 6. 
3. The Brothers of the Christian Schools, _Q,p_._cjj;_., p. 6. 
4. Geor:;es Ri~ault, -'ln.•~ cit., p. 60. 
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CHAPTER IX 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE BROTH~R~ TODAY 
The followin~ information was obtained in an interview, 
very kindly granted to me by Brother Michael Ambrose, Princi-
pal of Saint Mary's High ~chool. I visited the house of the 
Christian Brothers, on Pond Street, Waltl1am, next to the:i r 
school. This community of the Christian Brothers is the one 
closest to Boston. 
1'..lJ.e_ Ru],_e.§_.--In each communi t;v house is a co;:>y of the 
Rul_e_s_. On examininc them, I four>d that, as Brother Ambrose 
said, they still existed as la Salle had formulated them. 
The Brothers rise at five A.M. and retire at nine-fifteen P.M. 
From the moment of waldnz until the close of their day, the 
Brothers follow the rules ori~inally establis~ed for prayers, 
meditation, and attendinz Hass. Ever:· cop;· of tl•e Rltl_~s_ has 
in the first column the activity to be performed; in the se-
cond column, the hour which la Salle orir;inally set for each 
activity; and in the third, the hour at which it is now per-
formed. There is sli";ht differe'lce between the h0m·s in the 
second and third columns. 
These Rules for the House are subject to chan;e every 
;·ear, with the approval of the Pope. However, if some circum-
stances of s'tort duration render advisable a temporary chan~e 
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in a rule, the Brother Director of the Ho11se is responsible 
:for the decision, The Principal used as an example the case 
where the Brothers might have been kept up nnti.l one A,H, 
In this sit11ation the Brother Director certainly would allow 
the Brothers to sleep later in the mornin~, until the time 
:for Mass, As with decisions involving other aspects of the 
Brot.hers' way of life, the more seri0ns the chan'!e considered, 
the hio:her the authority becomes to whom t:he Brothers or the 
Director General must appeal, Another situation which could 
arise might he that of having to teach one of the ~irls' 
classes at ~aint Mary's, The Principal explained that most 
of the Brothers' schools are only for boys, but that Saint 
Hary's Hi~h School teaches both boys and .~irls in separate 
classes, except for Catechism, The girls are taught by a 
group of sisters not related to the Institnte, If a ~j rls • 
class s:10uld be in need of a teacher for a day or an after-
noon, the Brother Director could send a Brother to substitute 
for the absent sister, If it became a question of teaching such 
a class for six months, the Brother Direct:or would have to ob-
tain a decision :from an authority hi~her than himself. 
The ___ GoJUl.l!_c_t_qf__S_q_l'\.O.<?Js,--Gertainly the most radical changes 
among the traditions of the Institute have occurred in the use 
of la ~alle's G~_ll_cULC_t_<;>_L_~_c_l:!_ool..§.. Brother Ambrose stated that 
the book itself is no longer read except as part of the Ins ti-
tute's history, Because of the changes resultin~ from necessity 
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and improvements in peda~ogy, the onl~ real tradition of the 
.. Q.!? .. ':c!fuct which persists in the scl1ools is the reli.o:ious spirit: 
:i.n which la Salle wis 11ed the Brothers tC1 teach their r:har~es. 
The sinn;le fact that the Institute has expanded its work t<' 
jnclude high schools, boarding schools, colleres, and other 
types of schools has required amplification "f la Salle's 
book, a~d in most cases, complete chan~e or resultant: disuse 
of his practises. The question of the si-:;nal, for j.11stance 1 
is representative of the changes, which depend on the tradi-
tions and locales of the various communities. Brother Ambrose 
said that he never uses the si~nal. He spoke of a Brother in 
Nicara~ua w~o did, and also of the teaching sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namc-nrs, w11o are taur:ht all of la Salle's sio:nals, 
exactly as he established them. 
La Salle made the teaching of Catechism the most impor-
ta'lt of the Brothers' daily classes. At Saint Mary's it is 
now taurht to the mixed classes of bo:·s a,·d girls by a parish 
priest, on Thursday afternoons. At thjs time the school is 
also opened to the students who come from the public schools 
for relj ::;ious classes. Brother Ambrose mentioned that very 
often the priest would be late, or would not be able to come. 
On these occasions he himself, or even one of the sisters, 
mi~ht teach the Catechism. It is, he declared, really a mat-
ter of whoever is available at the time to take the classes. 
Therefore, this and many other matters riridly defined by la 
Salle are now arranged according to the particular traditions 
or needs of the locale. 
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stated that Latin and Greek are now ~au~ht in the Christian 
schools without restrictions. The question of teaching the 
classics arose in the United States, which in 1854 was a 
brand-new missionary country and needed trained priests. 1 
Those preparinn: for the priesthood would naturally have to 
know Latin. In 1854 Brother Patrick, the Director of Chris-
tian Brothers Academy in St. Louis, presented letters at th" 
2 
General Chapter, meetinn: in Paris. The3" were from the Arch-
bishops of St. Louis, New Orleans, Baltimore, and New York, and 
asked that the United States Brothers be allowed to teach La-
tin. 
3 
The Chapter granted the request. Thus, in 1854 the Bro-
thers first be~an to teach Latin at Christian Brothers Colle~e, 
in St. Louis. Boys desiring to be ordained as priests could 
now st11dy Latin in the American Christian schools. 
Church authorities outside the Insti_tnte, however, ~T,radu-
ally became stron~er in their opposition to this practise, so 
t,hat in 1899 the American Brothers were henceforth forbidden 
4 
to include Greek and Latin in the curriculum. 
Yet times and conditions were rapidly c'1angin"• In 1923 
the Pope, havino: taken into account these man;" changes in con-
temporar;" educaticm, C'ave permission to the Institute to restore 
1. Brother Angelus Gabriel, ..QJ?_._c-,__i,!., p. 482. 
2. Jlbid., p. 482. 
3. Jl\lJ_g.' p. 483. 
4. JlbiA•• p. 486. 
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the teachin~ of the classics. 1 Our country has thus been respon-
sible for one of the greatest modifications in la Salle 1 s program. 
TextboQ_ks.--The Christian Brothers have written a number 
of textbooks in the various subject areas, such as ~eo~raphy 
and literature. But Brother Ambrose asserted that the:r by nc-
means use only these books. A <;re.at many now used are written 
by lay experts, as in the public schools. 
I{ecreati_o__u.--The forms of recreation enj<';"ed bj" the Bro-
thers also vary accordino: to the locale bnt have everywhere 
been extended beyond the single relaxation of talkin~ permitted 
]'.y la Salle. The Brothers at St. J.!ary•s. for example, en,io:." 
lfalks, basketball, ~olf, and that mos<c timelv spor7 of all, 
televisior .• 
.lJ!f!Jor_Novi 1;ia_t.e .• --The junior no vi t io. te s tj ll accepts 
boys as ycun~ as fourteen or fifteen, bu" that is not surpris-
ing, since the junior novitiate is a hi~h school, similar to 
a hoarding school, with a re,<;ular hi~h sc,hool curriculum. Ha1'.3" 
c-f the other activities are also the same, except that the boys 
would not have such things as a prom. Once a bov or yo••ng rna~ 
decides to enter training for the Institute, all his expenses 
are paid for by the Institute and the Church. Brother Ambrose 
added that approximately fifty per cent of the boys enterin~ a 
junior novitiate change their minds and do net become Brot~rs. 
J. Brother Angelns Gabriel, ..Q.IL. __ cit_., p. 489. 
There is nc- junior novitiate in New ~no;land, and boys are not 
permitted to enter those in New York until their sophomore 
year. 
R_r$_p_a,.r_<!-ti_Cl...ll. j_o_J:.:_t_e_achi.n,g,.--When a bo:· leaves the ,iunior 
novitiate, he enters one of the Normal Schools of the Insti-
tute. His college curriculum will depend ~reatl~ on the state 
requirements, which must be met by the Brothers. Thus, they 
do not have to go on for the Master's de~ree if the state does 
not require it. Very surprising is the revelation that the 
Brothers do not have to take education courses or even do prac-
tise teachin~. Since all of the Christian Brothers' colleges, 
such as Hanhattan Colle,o;e, have departments of education, a 
Brother may, if he wishes,take education courses i~ these, 
which are open also to the sisters who teach, Usually, the 
Principal stated, a Brother does not even have any teaching 
apprenticeship but becomes a teacher immediately upc-n ,<;raduat-
ing from college, Of course he is observed and advised by 
experienced teachers, but he has the full status of a teacher 
and is not merely an intern. 
Tra:i,_n._i_n.c:..2..L..!.h.e __ "t;_El_a_g_her.§..--In answer to m:· question Bro-
ther Ambrose answered with a smile that the Insti'".ute•s train-
ing centers for lay teachers certainl~ cc-~tinued in existence. 
These he referred to as schools for lay catechists. These 
schools are situated in missionary countries, where the Brothers 
train persons sent by priests from the more remote vjllages. 
Naturally the colleges under the mana~ement of the Institu+.e., 
with their departments of educatio'1, may also be c<'nsidered 
the Brothers• normal schools for lay teachers. 
Vows .• --There are two sets of vows, the temporary and the 
perpetual, The temporary vows are taken one year, for two 
years, and then become the triennial vows, lastlng f<'r three 
years, Thus, two sets of temporary volvS and one set of tri-
ennial vows are taken., making five years in all, of teMporary 
vows, The candidate then takes the perpetual vowa. 
1Y~-~o~ sc~~~~~.--La Salle would he surprised to lear~ 
that approximately ninety-five per cent of the Brothers • teach-
ing is now done on the hi~h school level, with the rest divided 
between the elementary schools and the colle-;es, There are no 
elementary schools in New England and very few outside New York 
Ci.ty, In this country almost all the types of schools estab-
lished by la Salle are represented: the elementary schoc-1, 
boardinr: school, at;ricultural, and the reform schools, There 
is no ');cod example, though, in the United States of the trade 
or industrial school, And of course the Brothers now teach 
in their own hi~h schools and colle');es. The United States is 
allowed the privilege of havin~ private schools wherever the 
salary that would be paid to the Brothers by the parish would 
be insufficient to meet the basic costs of their livinn- ex-
penses, The money remaining from the tuition at these private 
schools, after the Brothers• subsistence is provided for, is 
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used to help support the Institute's non-profit or";anizations. 
These are the houses where ill Brothers are treated, or the 
homes for retired teachers. The private schools are ow:1ed b~· 
the Institute or a corporation of trl'stees, most of whom are 
Brothers. Manhattan College, for example, is ow~ed by the 
Hanhattan College Corporation, of which the ma:'orit;• are Bro-
thers. 
All the pvblic schools, however, are the Dl:'opertY of ':he 
diocese or the parish. In the newer schools the Brothers mvst 
sign detailed contracts which enumerate all conditions per-
taining to the duties of the Brothers and the operation of 
the schools. Such i terns, for example, as who is to paJ· for 
the rent and the electricity of the school must be included 
in order to obviate any difficulties with the parish or dio-
cese. A clause in the contract stipulates that the Brothers 
not sin~ at services, for this would amoupt to emplo;rin,~ them 
c-utsj~de their field of servj ce. 
In the case of the older schools, such as ::iaint Hary 1 s, 
at which the Brothers be~an to teach in 1891, affairs are re~u­
lated not by contract, but by verbal an;reements. If th~ <'f-
fice of paris!: priest should change hands, the llr<'thers would 
have to make the sane verbal a:--;reements with the "lew paris'' 
priest. It would then be a simpler matter to chan"e the ver-
bal agreement than a contract. St .• Har:" s High Sch0ol has the 
distinction of be in~ the only Brothers • scho0l which still 
15t! 
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1 
exists in Hassachusetts. The other communities at Chicopee, 
Fall River, and Lyn'1 have been discontinued, 
,.;ven if la Salle were to return and to wonder at some of 
the almost revolutionary changes and expansions of his system, 
he would feel great joy i!l realizin-; that his work is being 
continued with the ori-;inal intense and reli~icus devotion, 
1. Brother Angelus Gabriel, ..Q.P_._«_i_t., p, 629. 
CONCLUSION 
LA SALLZIS PLAGJ.i: IN TH& HISTOi\Y OF WUGATION 
1, La Salle•s Accomplishments 
Let us review some of la Salle•s main accomplishments in 
the field of education, He was the first man tvho successfully 
moulded a group of individuals int0 a permanent workin~ or-
ganization, or community, of Christian teachers, For this 
purpose he created a series of trainin~ schools for both re-
I 
, . 
li~ious and lay teachers, Ot1ers, such as Dem1a, had the 
same ideal and attempted to realize it, but la Salle '1as the 
distinction of being the first to succeed in his effcrts, 
The educational world is indebted to him, then, for the work-
ing model of the normal school, It was not until 200 years 
after la Salle•s first such school that normal institutes 
1 
came into ~eneral existence. 
La Salle also had the wisdoM <-o realize ':he diversit7 of 
pupils• capacities for accomplishment, He therefore divided 
classes into three sections, consistin: of t~e most advanced, 
the average, and the slow pupils. In addition, he promoted 
each pupil not hy the svstem of rrades but by individual sub-
ject, The pupil was thus advanced to the more complex level 
of a subject only when he was ready, and not when m0st of the 
l. J. Gnib~rt, .9b_c_it., p. VII. 
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mem.bers of an entire class were ready to be promote<l. in fonr 
or five subjects. Perhaps our present public ~chool s~'stem 
is at fault in its standardized, ri'::id ~rear ~raGe chann"as. 
\Voul<l. it not be e as ie r for both teachers and nupils if the 
grade system were abolj shed? Classes then w0nld he m11ch more 
homoc;eneous, for they would be based not OYI class or groups 
b11t nn individual pro:ress and ability. I~ nust not be con-
sidered imperative for a child to s+.ud:' ,;ith t 11ose r>f his own 
Contact with his contemporaries can alsr> he provided for 
in activitci.es outside the classroom, snch as clubs. La <>alle 
in this respect proves himself to be ahead nf many present-day 
public school admjnistrators. 
This French saint is also c0nsidered to be the ori~inator 
of the modern secondary school. His prc:ram for ~is boardin~ 
school students was planned so as to contjnue beyond the ele-
mentar:' ~rades and yet not cover the classical collc~e studies. 
It closely resembles the contemporary hi:h school pro~ram. 
La Sallels insistence on teachin~ the vernacular rather 
than Latin marks him as one of the earliest men to make free 
elementary education as practical as possible. He realized 
that his pupils would have no use for La t 1 n, used only b:r the 
hi[;hly educated, and determined to teach his classes the lan-
gua<;e which thej' would need. He is one ~f the pi~neers of this 
pro~ram. Gubberl;' states that with ] a Salle comes the be~in-
nino: of free elementary education tan<;ht ir 1 the vernac1Jlc.r. 
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La Salle is sometimes mistakenly referred to as the ere-
ator of the simultaneous system. Others, however, nsed i': be-
fore him, but it was due to his .§.tl_~c-~s_scf_u_l practise of it that 
the method was able to win the popularity 5.t enioys today. 
La Salle may again assume the title of founder in the 
matter of the first reformatory. Hi.s concern for the moral 
and spi.ritt•al, as well as academic education, of his ~onvicts 
credits him with beinc: among the forer.ws+. humanitarians of an:-
a~e. 
La Salle's concern for the mis~uided and homeless prompted 
him to open hoardi.nn: schools for many orphan bo:·s, who then 
received the finest of care and education. 
Not the sli~htest of la Salle's contributions to the pro-
gress of education is that he influenced others to form simi-
lar orders or ~roups, such as Jean de La!l'ennais (br<'ther of 
the famed theoloc;ian), who founded the Con~re"ation of Chris-
tian Instruction in 1822. 1 
Such accomplishments in the lon.c; career of la Salle's de-
votion +.o the enli.:;htenment of humanit:- have earned him a pos5-
tion amon~ the c;reatest educators of all a~es. La Salle may 
indeed be placed a;;C'n,<; the most celebrated historical fin:ures 
of an:' walk of life. The last two stanzas cf Fre"'chette's 
l:,ric poem express this fact as fellows: 
1. .T. Guibert, _g_p_. __ c_i_t_ •. , p. 663. 
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11 Car ce sera ta o;loire incomparable et jnstel 
De voir grandiJ" sans fin le frnit de tes travaux ••• 
Ne va rie n envier 'a te s deux c;rands ri va ux: 
Leurs noms sont C'clatants, mais le tien est au-;uste. 
11 Tu fis l'humanite'meilleurel -:<:t c'est pourquoi., 
Devant leurs pi/destat~ dont le faste ~rnerveille~ 
J'ai saln~d11 front Bonaparte et Corneille. 1 • l>t plie"'le o:enou devant ton bronze, 'a to:i 1 11 
1. Louis Fre:chette, _,J.,._-B. ___ ~ __ la _i!J~,:j._~','_.__P_~e __ ~J:.t:.i_gne, so, 
Hue Cotte, Montreal, 1889, p. 55. 
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Abstract 
Jean-Baptiste de la Salle, who was to effect great pro-
gress in the elementary education for poor boys, was born at 
Reims, France, on April 30, 1651. Throughout his early years 
he displayed extraordinary piety and finally, in 1678, was or-
dained a priest. 
From boyhood until his ordination, la Salle had hoped 
and expected to live a quiet and scholarly life, filled with 
meditation and prayer. But the untimely death of his parents, 
which necessitated his return to Reims from Paris (1672), was 
to reveal quite a different role for him to play in life. 
La Salle had returned home to assume the guardianship 
of his brothers and sisters. As his spiritual director, he 
chose Father Nicolas Roland, a young man greatly devoted to 
the education of an orphanage of girls. However, the young 
priest soon died, and la Salle unwillingly devoted himself 
to directing the teachers of the orphanage and obtaining le-
gal recognition of the teachers as a group. 
Just as la Salle thought that his obligation to Roland 
had been completed and that he could return to his preferred 
way of life, he met Adrien Nyel. Nyel had been sent from 
Rouen, where he had been an administrator of the charity 
schools, in order to establish such a school at Reims. La 
Salle, whose generosity never allowed him to refuse the 
requests of others, promised to help Nyel. The purpose of 
]. 
ii 
la Salle's life, that of furthering the education of poor boys, 
was thus revealed to him. Even so, it was not until later that 
he fully realized it. 
It was fortunate that the education of the poor had now 
acquired such a zealous defender. Education in France had al-
ways been almost completely in the hands of the Church. Those 
who were wealthy could obtain excellent instruction from tutors 
or in paying schools. But the poor, whose education was neces-
sarily short because of the early age at which they began to 
work, were sadly neglected. The Church in centuries past had 
decreed that priests should make every effort to provide an 
adequate education for the poor. Yet indifference toward the 
less fortunate, and the lack of qualified teachers left these 
, 
children with inadequate schooling. Hen such as Demia at Lyon 
had attempted to better the situation, yet their efforts had 
met with failure. But now this devotion to the education of 
the poor was rewarded by the coming of la Salle, who would 
continue the work. 
La Salle became so concerned about the unfitness of the 
teachers obtained by Nyel that in 1682 he moved them into a 
house so that he could direct their social, spiritual, and 
academic training. In 1684 the director and his followers 
formed the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, 
every teacher taking vows of obedience to the Institute and to 
the director, la Salle. The members of the Institute, it was 
written, were always to be laymen, dedicated to the free and 
Christian education of poor boys. They were to take vows of 
poverty, chastity, and obedience, and to wear a black robe. 
In essence, then, they were actually devoting their lives to 
the services of the Church as well as to education of the un-
de rpri vile ge d. 
La Salle's direction and guidance of the teachers achieved 
amazing results with both the instructors and the pupils. Other 
schools were soon opened at the request of citizens who were 
greatly pleased with such progress. 
In 1688 la Salle, who had determined to obtain national 
recognition, moved some of his teachers to Paris. In spite of 
opposition from the writing-masters and teachers of the paying 
schools, the Institute prospered. La Salle and his teachers 
suffered greatly at times, because of the poverty in which they 
lived, and the unprovgked antagonism which they often encoun-
tered. 
But la Salle did achieve his objective, and cities through-
out France clamored to have a school staffed by the miraculous 
Christian Brothers. Schools were founded in Chartres, Calais, 
Rouen, Avignon, Harseilles, Grenoble, and a number of other 
towns and cities. Even Rome sanctioned the presence of the In-
stitute. 
The greatest factor in the Brothers' success was their 
thorough and uniform training for the teaching profession. 
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La Salle had been the first educator to set up normal schools, 
which he made the foundation of all his disciples! prepara-
tion. In 1695 he began to collect and write down all the ad-
vice and regulations which had evolved from the teachers' 
training and classroom experience. Every activity and situa-
tion which could be foreseen was provided for in la Salle's 
handbook for his teachers, The Conduct_ot Sch~~ls. 
After forty years of service to the Institute as its 
Director, la Salle succeeded in persuading the Brothers to 
accept his resignation, in 1717. " ,. Brother Barthelemy was 
elected his successor. La Salle spent his two remaining years 
revisin~ The Conduct and other works, and in prayer and medi-
tation. When he died, in April, 1719 1 he was mourned by all 
of France. 
He had been a real innovator in the field of education. 
Among the "firsts" which he created were the first reformatory, 
in which the inmates were humanely treated, and the first sec-
ondary school, which was close to the model of the modern sec-
ondary school. 
By the time of the French Revolution, in 1789 1 there were 
about 1,000 Brothers teaching 36 1 000 children. But the war 
was fomented by anti-clerical forces, among others, which 
caused the near collapse of the Institute in Fcance. Even to-
day France tolerates the Institute only as an educational mis-
sionary in her colonies and as the teacher and protector of 
many orphans in the country. 
Although France has not welcomed the Brothers, many other 
countries have, and the Institute has spread to 60 countries of 
the world. These include the United States, Africa, and South 
America. The Mother House of the Institute is now in Rome, 
andthe schools of the Institute include every possible type, 
from elementary schools and colleges to a~ricultural schools. 
For his brilliant work as an educator and propagator of 
the Catholic faith, la Salle received the most honored award 
which the Church can bestow; he was canonized in 1900. Like 
the inspiration which his life offers, his good work lives on 
in the Institute which he created and which continues his mis-
sion. 
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